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T'o allwhom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Averrr S. Rowan, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city of Sedalia, State of Missouri, have in-
vented new and useful Improvements in
Center-Plates, of which the following is a
specification, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings.

The present invention relates to new and
useful improvements in center plates and
has for its special object the provision of
what I term a roller bearing center plate.

The primary object of the invention is
the provision of a center plate so con-
structed that all possible friction is elimi-
nated.

Another object of the invention is the
provision of a device of the above specified
character including a base having bearing
rollers mounted therein and a top plate
adapted to fit over the base to engage said
bearing rollers whereby said top plate will
be supported against friction.

Still another object of the present inven-
tion is the provision of a device of the above
character which will be comparatively
simple and inexpensive to manufacture, re-
liable and efficient in use, and readily op-
erated. _

With the above and other objects in view
the present invention resides in the novel
features of construction, formations, com-
binations and arrangements of parts to be
hereinafter more particularly described,
claimed, and illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawing forming a part of the present
invention and in which;

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the de-
vice with the top plate removed; and

Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional view
thereof.

Referring now to the accompanying
drawing by corresponding characters of
reference throughout the several views, the
numeral 5 designates in general my im-
proved center plate which consists of a base
6 and a top plate 7.

The base 6 includes a plate 8 having re-
inforcements 9 provided at intervals thereon
through which apertures 10 are formed and
by means of which the base can be attached
to any suitable means of support.

The plate 8 is provided in spaced relation
from the periphery thereof with an annular
flange 11 while disposed in spaced relation

within this flange 11 is a concentric sleeve
or flange 12.

A plurality of bearing rollers 13 are jour-
naled upon pins or rods 14 which connect
the flanges 11 and 12 and extend radially
from the center of the device.

These bearing rollers 13 are of conical
formation as clearly shown in_ the drawing
and engage the under beveled side 15 of the
top plate 7.

This plate 7 is provided with a flange 17
which fits over the before mentioned flange
11 whie the central portion thereof is
formed with a circular projection 18 which
fits within the flange or sleeve 12.

When the parts are assembled as shown
in Fig. 2 of the drawing, it will be noted
that the bearing rollers 13 will support the
top plate 7 in such manner as to eliminate
all possible friction.

From the foregoing description taken in
connection with the accompanying drawing
it will be manifest that a center plate is
provided which can be applicable for vari-
ous purposes and which will fulfil all of the
necessary requirements of such a device.

Having thus fully described the invention
what I claim is new and desire to protect by
Letters Patent is;

1. A center bearing comprising a base
provided with inner and outer upwardly
extending flanges arranged in concentric re-
lation, the outer flange extending higher
than the inner flange, the inner flange hav-
ing a plurality of sockets therein, the outer
flange having a plurality of openings there-
in and alining with the respective sockets
radially from the center of the device, pins
fitted in said sockets through said openings,
conical roller bearings journaled on said
ping, a top plate having a beveled portion
on its under side engaging the conical roller
bearings for supporting the plate against
friction and also having a central circular
depending projection for engagement with
the upper end of the inner flange and also
provided with an annular depending flange
adapted to embrace the aforesaid outer
flange and to fit over the outer ends of the
aforesaid pins.

2. A center bearing comprising a base
having inner and outer annular flanges, the
inner flange having a plurality of sockets
therein, the outer flange having a plurality
of openings therein arranged in horizontal
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spaced relation to the sockets and ;'Llihingi

with the latter radially from the center of
the base, pins fitting in the radially alining
sockets and the openings, roller bearings
journaled on said pins between said flanges,
and a top plate mounted on said comical
roller bearings and having an annular de-
pending flange surrounding the outer sur-
face of the aforesaid outer flange of the

base and lying over the outer ends of said 10
pins to prevent displacement of the latter
outwardly with relation to the first men-
tioned flanges.

ALBERT S. ROWAN.
‘Witnesses:

M. H. Moreis,
W..J. Morgris.



