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2 Claims,

This invention relates to improvements in furni-
ture and is directed more particularly to improve-
ments in supporting means for the upholstered
seat and back sections of furniture.

The principal objects of the invention are di-
rected to novel supporting means for the up-
holstered sections or the upholstering of furni-
ture that is characterized by its yieldability or
resiliency as well as its simplicity and low cost.

The novel features of the invention are adapted
for broad application in connection with various
types of furniture wherefor it is not to be con-
strued as being confined to the embodiment here-
inafter shown and described.

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 is a partial elevational view of a couch
frame embodying the novel features of the in-
vention;

Fig. 2 is a partial sectional plan view of the
couch frame shown in Fig. 1 on a line imme-
diately above the horizontal frame members;

Fig. 3 is a sectional elevational view on the
line 3—3 of Flig. 1;

Pigs. 4 and 5 are enlarged partial plan and
front elevational views respectively showing the
connection between one of the yielding support-
ing members to one of the frame rail members.

Referring to the drawing more in detail, the
invention will be more fully described.

Front and rear longitudinal frame rails 2 and
4 are secured to end rails such as 6 so as to pro-
vide a frame which may be supported by feet
such as 5. This frame constitutes the seat sec-
tion of the couch. The usual end arms 8 extend
upwardly from the frame and on their rear ends
they carry a rear upper longitudinal rail 12. A
lower rear rail 10 extends between the end arms.

One or more uprights, such as 11, extends be-
tween the upper rail {2 and rear frame rail 4.
Transverse rails, such as 15, extend between the
front and rear rails 2 and 4. Other uprights 14
extend between the members 10 and 12.

‘The members described may take any form or
shape desired in order to provide the form of
furniture desired and are secured together in any
suitable manner to provide a strong rigid struc-
ture which carries upholstering or upholstered
sections. .

It is usual to provide upholstering or upholstery
sections to the seat frame formed by the members
2, 4 and 6 and to the back section including the
members 10 and 12. This invention is not con-
cerned with the type or form of upholstering but
with resilient or yieldable supporting means there-
for,
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To that end thbere are provided a plurality of

‘yieldable or resilient members {6 for the seat

section -and similar members {8 for the back sec-
tion. :

These members 16 and {8 may be made from
relatively thin wood, metal or the like  of such
a nature as to be yieldable or resilient and they
are preferably bowed more or less, .as shown. in
Fig. 3. The obposite ends of the members 16
and (8 are preferably provided with slots such
as 20 shown in Fig. 4.

The members 18 extend from the rail 12 to
the rail 10, the upper ends thereof bearing on
the rail 12 and the lower ends thereof bearing
on an upwardly extending member 12’ formed
on the rail 10 as shown more clearly in Figs.
1 and 3. The members 16 extend between and
have opposite ends bearing on the front and rear
rails 2 and 4.

Securing members 22 are provided that ex-
tend through the slots 20 of the supporting
members into the rails. These hold the members
16 and 18 against displacement but being in the
slots permit the desired yielding or flexing of
said members. The slots 20 and members 22
may be arranged to limit the flexing of the
members should the same be desired.

Longitudinal supplemental supporting mem-
bers 24 are provided. The endmost members
have outer ends resting on rails 6 with inner
ends on members {5 while intermediate mem-
bers 24 have their ends on the endmost members
24. The ends of the members 24 are slotted after
the manner already described in connection with
members {5 and 18 in which slots are members
22 such as used with said members 16 and 18.

These members 24 may be yieldable and func-
tion, when members (6 are sufficiently depressed
to bear thereon, to yieldingly support the mem-
bers 16 and cooperate therewith to provide a
vieldable resilient supporting structure.

The invention may be embodied in other
specific forms without departing from the essen-
tial characteristics thereof. Hence, the present
embodiments are therefore to be considered in
all respects merely as being illustrative and not
as being restrictive, the scope of the invention
being indicated by the appended claims rather
than by the foregoing description, and all modi-
fications and variations as fall within the mean-
ing and purview and range of equivalency of
the appended claims are therefore intended to
be embraced therein.

What it is desired to claim and secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States is:
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1. The combination with the relatively im-
movable spaced longitudinal and spaced trans-
verse frame rails of furniture of resilient sup-
porting means comprising, spaced transverse
yieldable bowed members provided with slots in
its opposite ends and having said opposite ends
on said longitudinal rails, securing members se-
cured to said rails disposed in said slots whereby
the ends of the members may move on the rails
as the bowed members yield downwardly, other
yieldable' longitudinal members below said first-
named yieldable members and extending be-
tween the transverse rails of the frame having

ends resting thereon provided with slots in said

ends adapted to be engaged by the first-named
yieldable members as they yield, and securing
members on said transverse frame members dis-
posed in said slots whereby the ends of said other
‘yieldable members may move on said transverse
rails when they are acted upon by the first-
named yieldable members.

9. FPurniture construction comprising in com-
bination, forward and rear longitudinal rail
members and end and inftermediate transverse
rail members secured thereto and spacing them
apart to provide a frame, spaced yieldable trans-
verse bowed supporting members provided -with
slots in its opposite ends and having said oppo-
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site ends resting on the longitudinal rail mem-
bers, securing members fixed to said longitudi-
nal rail members disposed in said slots holding
said spaced yieldable members in spaced relation
on the rails and permitting movements of the
ends thereof on said rail members as the yield-
able members yield, a set of separate longitudi-
nally extending supplemental yieldable members
extending between the end and intermediate
transverse rail members and spaced below said
spaced transverse yieldable members separate
therefrom and normally out of contact there-
with with one end of a member on a frame end
rail and its other end and an end of an adja-

‘cent supplemental member in superposed rela-

tion on a frame intermediate rail member, the
ends of said longitudinally extending members
provided with slots, and securing members car-
ried by said end and intermediate rail members
disposed in said slots permitting movements of
the ends of the longitudinally extending supple-
mental members, the first-named supporting
members being yieldable downwardly and the
supplemental members therebelow adapted to
yield downwardly and arranged and adapted to
yieldingly support the said first-named support-
ing members when engaged thereby.
ARTHUR J. O'LEARY.



