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1. Claim. 

This invention relates to drain strainers, and 
more particularly to a disposable waste strainer 
cup of flexible material adapted to be remov 
ably fitted in the top of the outlet pipe of a Wash 
bowl, bath-tub, shampoo sink, lavatory or similar 
liquid receptacle. 
Most of the detachable waste strainers now 

in general use must be frequently cleaned to 
remove particles of collected waste material, Such 
as hair, lint, food scraps, cigarettes, cigar butts, 
etc. The operation of cleaning such strainers 
is disagreeable and also injures the plated or 
polished finish on the strainer by scratching and 
repeated scourings. By means of the present 
invention, the above and other disadvantages 
have been avoided. 
One object of this invention is to provide a 

waste strainer of the above nature made of paper 
or other flexible material which may be readily 
removed from the waste fitting and be thrown 
away together with the waste material collected 
therein with a minimum of manual handling. 
Another object is to provide a waste strainer 

cup of the above nature having a projecting han 
dle to permit it to be more easily removed from 
the drain pipe inlet. 
A still further object is to provide a waste 

strainer of the above nature which will be sim 
ple in construction, inexpensive to manufacture, 
easily folded at the top to enclose the Waste 
material, readily manipulated, compact, and very 
efficient and durable in use. 
With these and other objects in view, there 

have beer, illustrated on the accompanying draw 
ing several forms in which the invention may be 
conveniently embodied in practice. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a vertical cross-section of a typical 

waste fitting, in which a paper strainer embody 
ing the present invention has been installed, and 0 
also showing the sink plug in operating posi 
tion. 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the same with the 
sink plug removed. 
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20-170) 
represents the bottom wall of a receptacle, such 
as a sink, having a Waste opening through 
which waste water and the like may be drained 
therefrom. A typical form of metal waste drain 
fitting 2 is shown, which is generally cup 
shaped in cross-section, and has an annular top 
flange 3 adapted to seat in a shallow annular 
depression 4 formed in the bottom wall 10 about 
the opening therein. The cup-shaped lower 
portion 5 of the fitting 2 extends through the 
opening f, and is threaded on its exterior, 
whereby a nut 6 may be screwed thereon to 
clamp the receptacle O tightly between a leather 
packing washer f7 and the flange 3 of the fit 
ting 2. The flared end 8 of a drain pipe 9, 
leading to the usual trap (not shown) may be 
clamped within the lower end of the fitting 2 by 
a clamp nut 20, in the usual manner. Herein, 
the fitting 2 is shown provided with the usual 
CrOSS-bars or Spider 2, which serves as a strainer 
to prevent large particles of waste material from 
entering the drain pipe 9. 
Between the flange f3 and the cup-shaped bot 

ton portion f3, the drain fitting f2 is provided 
with the usual annular shoulder 22, which serves 
as a seat to receive a perforated fiat metallic 
Strainer disc (not shown) usually provided with 
this form of fitting for stopping and collecting 
Small particles of waste matter, but not emi 
ployed in the present invention. 
In the use of the old type of metallic strainer 

cups, it has been found that they must be fre 
quently removed to clean the collected waste 
matter therefrom. Some of the waste matter 
often becomes entangled in the openings of the 
metal strainer cup in such a manner that it is 
difficult to remove it unless pins or other tools, 
likely to scratch the metal finish, are employed. 
In the two first forms of the present invention 

shown in FigS. 1 to 3, a perforated cup-shaped 
member 23 is disclosed, which is preferably made 
of non-metallic soft flexible material, such as 
paper, which may be readily crushed, collapsed, 
or folded together over the top of the collected 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a modified form waste material and then thrown away therewith 
of waste strainer cup provided with a tab to 
facilitate its removal from the sink outlet. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary cross-section of a shal 
low type of drain inlet having a modified rela 
tively flat waste strainer fitted therein. 

Fig. 5 is a top plan view of the strainer shown 
in Fig. 4. 

Referring now to the drawing, wherein like 
reference characters designate, like parts 
throughout the several views, the numeral fo 

50 

s 

without requiring any manual contact with the 
Waste material therein. While the material of 
the strainer cup 23 will preferably be of treated 
paper, it is within the Scope of the invention to 
employ wood fibre, Cellophane, or like materials 
in place thereof. It will also be understood that 
the material may either be used plain or colored, 
or treated with deodorants, perfumes, or disin 
fectants if so desired. . 
The cup 23 is perforated with holes 24 in its 



2 
bottom 25 and sides 26, the sides 26 of said 
cup preferably being tapered inwardly from top 
to bottom so as to avoid contact with the inner 
surface of the cup-shaped portion is of the 
fitting 2. The cup 23 is also provided with an is 
outwardly extending annular flange 2 at its 
upper open edge, which flange is adapted to seat 
upon the lower wall 28 of the shoulder 22. Pref 
erably, the material from which the cup 2 is 
formed will be somewhat compressible and pre- 10 
sent a non-slippery surface so that the cup 23 
may be readily lifted upwardly out of the cup 
shaped portion 15 by means of the fingers of 
the Ser. - 

In Fig. 1 a stop plug 29 is shown fitted within 15 
the paper cup 23, said plug being adapted to 
expand the paper into the fitting 2 to permit the 
filling of the receptacle whenever desired. 
In the modified form of the invention shown 

in Fig. 3, a disposable cup 30 is disclosed having 20 
the usual perforations 3 and an annular outer 
flange 32 for Seating upon the shoulder of a 
waste fitting 2, as in the first form shown in 
FigS. 1 and 2. To facilitate the removal of the 
strainer cup from the drain, provision is made 25 
of a tab 33, struck up from the material of the 
cup 30 adjacent its upper edge and turned in 
wardly and upwardly to extend beyond the same. 
A plurality of such tabs may be provided if de 
sired. 

In order to adapt the features and principles 
of this invention to the relatively shallow forms 
of Waste drains usually associated with bathtubs 
and like receptacles-one Such drain being shown 
in Figs. 4 and 5-another modified form of dis- 35 
posable strainer may be employed. This con 
Sists of a relatively flat paper disc 34 having a 
downwardly convex center portion 35 adapted to 
Snugly fit and seat at its edge upon an annular 
flange 36 of a waste fitting 37, and being support- 40 
ed at its center by the metallic waste strainer 
38, usually provided in such types of fittings, and 
which is removably secured thereto by a screw 
39. The paper strainer 34 is perforated by holes 
40 in its downwardly bowed portion 35 to allow 
waste water to flow therethrough and to pass 
through openings 4 in the metallic strainer 38 
and thence to any suitable drain outlet, such as 
a trap (not shown). The waste fitting 37 is 
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clamped to the receptacle, shown in section at 
42, by a clamp nut 43 and a leather washer 44 in 
a manner similar to the fitting shown in Figs, 1 
and 2. 

Operation 
When it is desired to replace any of the drain 

strainers herein disclosed with a fresh one, the 
One in use may readily be removed by the use 
of the forefinger of one hand, or in the form 
shown in Fig. 3, by grasping the tap 33. The 
strainer and its contents may then be thrown 
away or burned, the material of the container 
being combustible. 
The use of the present invention will be par 

ticularly helpful in barber shops, beauty par 
lors, lavatories, and in hospitals, and will assist 
in preventing possible transmission of diseases. 
Due to the tapered form, a plurality of strainer 
cups may be assembled together by nesting them 
one within the other, thus insuring ready han 
dling and storing of the same in quantity. 
While there have been disclosed in this specifi 

cation several forms in which the invention may 
be embodied, it is to be understood that these 
forms are shown for the purpose of illustration 
only, and that the invention is not to be limited 
to the specific disclosures but may be modified 
and embodied in various other forms without 
departing from its spirit. In short, the inven 
tion includes all the modifications and embodi 
ments coming within the scope of the following 
claim. 

Having thus fully described the invention, 
what is claimed as new, and for which it is de 
sired to secure Letters Patent, is: 
A strainer for a waste drain fitting comprising 

a tapered cup-shaped member smaller at the 
bottom than at the top and made of foldable 
paper-like material adapted to absorb and re 
tain perfume or disinfectant, said member being . 
perforated to permit fluid to pass therethrough 
but to collect waste solid material, said member. 
having a tab struck up from the body thereof 
and extending upwardly from its upper open edge 
to facilitate handling thereof, said strainer be 
ing shaped to snugly fit within the upper edge of 
Said Waste drain. 
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