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(57) Abstract: An image forming device (100) includes an input unit (1, 7) to
which image data are input, an image processing unit (6) that performs image
processing on the basis of the input image data and generates output data, and
an output unit (3, 5, 7) that executes a job on the basis of the output data. The
image processing unit (6), in a vertical width compaction process, recognizes a
field enclosed by border; determines whether the recognized field is a vertical
width compaction candidate field (8), which is a field having a blank of a pre-
determined width or more in the vertical direction; sets a vertical omission band
(9) in such a way as to include the blank and part of the border of the vertical
width compaction candidate field (8), without eliminating information; elimin-
ates the vertical omission band (9) of the image data; and shifts and compacts
the image data below the vertical omission band (9) in the upward direction.
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