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3 Claims.

The present invention relates to footwear and,
more specifically to improvements in hose pro-
tectors adapted for preventing the ladies’ hose
from getting wet and soiled during inclement
weather while walking on wet, sloppy ground.

Hitherto several devices have been used such
as overshoes, combined leg, stocking and shoe
protectors of rubber which cover the entire leg
or a major portion thereof, and the like. These
well known devices usually are heavy,  uncom-
fortable, bothersome to put on, and to take off
and/or of an unpleasant outer agppearance.

Therefore, the main object of the present in-
vention is the provision of hose protectors of the
character described which can be made of plastic
material, vidafilm, rubberized material or rubber,
which are light in weight and can ke folded and
placed in a case and carried in a purse when not
in use, and which cover the outside of the ankles
around heel to the inside of the ankles or a little
beyond.

Another object of the present invention is the
provision of hose protectors of the character de-
scribed which cover only that portion of the
hose which are normally exposed to water and
dirt splashed thereagainst while walking on wet
ground, so that the front portions of the shoes
and hose remain visible, which are adjustable to
fit neatly around the leg and heel, and which
can be made in different sizes and colors to match
wearing apparel and thus will not cheapen but
will make one’s outfit more attractive due to its
tailored look and neatness. The working girl
particularly will benefit by this device by being
sble to go out to lunch and back on a wet, slushy
day to find herself free from dirty splashed hose.

Still another cbject of the present invention
is the provision of hose protectors of the char-
acter described which are provided with zippers
along their longitudinal center line for the fol-
lowing two purposes: First, for facilitating a
speedy putting on and taking off of the hose
protectors without disturbing the adjustment of
adjustable straps; and second, for supporting all
the way down the foldable shell members, which
constitute the main protecting parts, in order to
keep them up and to prevent them from sagging
down or from becoming dislodged while in use.

A further object of the present invention is
the provision of hose protectors of the character
described which are simple in construction, con-
sisting of only a few inexpensive parts, so that
they can be manufactured and sold at a very
reasonable price, but which are durable and well
adapted to withstand the rough usage to which
devices of this type are frequently subjected.

with the foregoing and other objects in view
which will appear as the description proceeds,
the invention consists of certain novel details of
construction and combinations of parts herein-

45 new and improved hose protectors.
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after more fully described and pointed out in the
claims, it being understood that cnanges may be
made in the construction and arrangement of
parts without departing from the spirit of the

g invention as claimed.

In the accompanying drawings the preferred
forms of the invention have been shown.

In said drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a preferred

10 embodiment of my invention;

Figure 2 is a front elevational view drawn on
a larger scale than Figure 1; and

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view on the line
3—3 of Figure 2.

15 Similar reference characters refer to similar

parts throughout the several views.

In the drawing the numeral i denotes an en-
tire hose protector made in accordance with my
invention. Its main part is a shell consisting of -

20 two longitudinal members 2 and 3 of plastic ma-

terial, rubberized material, water repedent cloth,
leather, vidafilm, rubber or the like, and being
substantially quadrantal in cross-section. The
members 2 and 3 are detachably connected to one

95 another by any suitable means, preferably by

means of a slide fastener 4, which may be made
of metal or of plastic material or the like. When
the members 2 and 3 are joined to each other
by means of the slide fastener 4 or the like, they

30 form a pliable upright shell which is substan-

tially U-shaped in cross-section (Figure 3) and
which fits around the lower portion of the leg
and the rear heel portion of the shoe, as may
be seen in Figure 1. An instep strap 9 preter-

35 ably is provided on the lower horizontal front

edge portion of the members 2 and 3, while the
vertical front edge portions of said members are
provided with adjustable straps 6 which Iit
around the lower front porticn of the leg (Fig-

40 ure 1).

Once the straps 6 have been adjusted to fit
properly around the lower front portion of the
leg, these straps 6 do not have to be manipulated
any more for taking off or for putting on my
These hose
protectors are slipped on by opening the slide
fastener 4, stepping into the hose protectors, and
closing the slide fastener 4. They can be slipped
off in a very simple manner after the slide fas-
tener 4 has been pulled down.

The slide fastener & affords a certain “back-
bone stiffness” to the pliable shell which is
formed by the members 2 and 3 so as to better
keep them up and to prevent them from sagging

55 down or from becoming dislcdged while in use.

Underneath the slide fastener 4 there can be
arranged a strip (nct shown) of the same mate-
rial of which consist the members 2 and 3, so
that this strip will overlap the slide fastener 4

60 when it is closed, thus preventing an entangling
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of the hose with the slide fastener 4 and consti-
tuting an additional reinforcing and supporting
means of the members 2 and 3.

Since. certain changes may be made in the
above article and different embodiments of the
invention could be made without departing from
the scope thereof, it is intended that all matter
contained in the above description or shown in
the accompanying drawing' shall bhe interpreted
as illustrative and not in a limiting sense.

It is also to be understood that the following
claims are intended to cover all of the generic
and specific features of the invention herein de-
scribed, and all statements of the scopbe of the
invention which as a matter of language might
be said to fall therebetween,

Having thus fully described my said invention,
what I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is: I

1. A hose protector comprising a pliable up-
right shell which ig substantially’ semizannular
in cross-section and which along its longitudinal
center line is subdivided ang brovided with means
for attaching its subdivided- sections t0.-one an-
other, adjustable cross-straps being provided on
the vertical front edges of said shell, and an in-
step strap being attached to-the lower horizonta]
front edge portion of said shell, all Substantially
as set forth, : T -

5

10

15

20

25

2. A device of the character described compris-
ing a pliable upright shell which is substantially
U-shaped in cross-section and which along its
longitudinal center line is subdivided by a ‘slide
fastener, adjustable cross-straps being provided
on the vertical front edges of said shell, ang 4n
instep strap being attached to the lower horizon-~
tal front edge portion of said shell, said shell
being adapted to fit around the rear heel portion
of a shoe and the lower rear portion of the leg,
while said Cross-straps are adapted to fit around
the lower front portion of -the leg, all substan-
tially as described.

3. A hose protector comprising a pliable up-
right shell which ig adapted to fit arcund the rear
heel portion 'of a shoe and the lower rear portion
of the leg and which consists of two longitudinal
sections that are substantially quadrantal in
cross-section, a slide fastener detachably connect-
ing" said longitudinal sections to one another,
adjustable cross-straps being ‘provided on the
vertical front edges of said shell, and an instep
strap being attached to the lower horizontal frong
edge portion of said shell, said cross-straps being
adapted to fit around-the lower front portion of
the leg, all substantially. as described;
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