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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

OTTO STROHSCHEIN, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

e . TIFE-PRESERVING AND SWIMMING APPARATUS.

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Orro- STROHECHEIN,

a citizen of the Empire of Germany, resid- |

ing in New York, ifi the borough of Man-
hattan, county and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Life-Preserving and Swim-
cification. ‘
‘his invention relates to an improved
life - preserving ‘and swimming apparatus
which, when not required for use, can be
folded or rolled up into a comparatively
small compass so as to be carried in a trav-
eling bag, and which can’ be readily and
quickly inflated for use after being applied
to the shoulders and chest of the body; and
the invention consists of a life-preserving
and swimming sapparatus which is eom-
posed of a front or chést-portion and end-
Eortions located under the armpits of the

a s

ody, and attached by means of intercross-'|
;)n% shoulder-straps and waist-straps to the
O ' .

The body of the life-preserving and
swinming device is made of stout canvas
provided with a lining of waterproof fabric
and corinected at the outer edges by a bind-
ing cemented and stitched thereto.

- The invention consists further of certain’

details of construction which will be fully
described hereinafter and finally pointed
out in the claims. . 4 ‘

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a perspective view of my im-
and swimming ap-
paratus shown ‘as applied to the body, Fig.
2 is a front-clevation of the same, sprea
out in flat state, and drawn on a larger
seale, so as to show the construction of -the
apparatus, and Fig. 8 is a_vertical longi-
tudinal section on line 3, 3, Fig. 2.

Similar letters of reference indicate cor-’

responding parts throughout the views.
eferring to the drawings, @ represents
the body of my improved life:preserving
and swimminirapparatus. The body a 1s
composed of three portions, a chest-portion
a*, which is made narrower at its middle

portion and provided at its upper end with-

‘an inflating tube b provided with a valve '
and two end or arm-pit portions a’.  The
chest-portion a* has two upwardly-extend-
ing portions a* one at each side of the in-
flating tube b, which form extensions of the
chest-portion. and which are connected with

"By cementing
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downwardly curved pbrtions. a* with short

extensions ¢® on the arm-pit portions a®

The upwardly-extending portions a* of the
chest-portion ¢! are connected by shoulder-
straps & and buckles @' with the shorter
extensions %, the shoulder-straps d being
adjustable by the buckles and crossed on the
back of the body, as shawn clearly in Figs.
1 and 2. To the lower ends of the armpit-

“portions a* are attached waist-bands or

straps e which are crossed at the hack and
tied.together in front, so that the life pre-
serving and swimming device is tightly held
on the upper part of the body by means of
the intercrossing shoulder-straps 4 and
waist-straps e. oo

The body of the life-préserver is made
of an- exterior layer of canvas f, an in-

 terior lining of waterproof fabric f* which

is connected . with the exterior layer by
means of rubber-cement and a binding £
which is applied around the edge of the
body @ by rubber cement and stitches 7
and stitching the binding
-around ‘the edges of the chest and armpit-
Eort_idn's a- perfectly waterproof inflatable
ody is obtained. . '

When the device is not required for use,

‘| it is preferably folded or rolled up and then
“placed in the traveling bag or trunk.

When
the device is required for use, it is vnfolded
and applied by means of the int rcrossing
shoulder-straps and waistbands around the
chest and under the armpits of the body
and then inflated by blowing air inwe it by
means of the-valved tube. The buoyancy
imparted to the inflated body and armpit-

d | portions supports the body in the water so
The rounded-

as to act as a life-preserver.
off portions between the chest-portion and
armpit-portions permit the tight hugging of
the body aroung the chest and under the
armpits, while the armpit-portions permit
the free upright support of the body in the

water. The apparatus can also be used for

swimming into deep water by persons who
cannot swim.

_The advantages ‘of my iinproved ap-
paratus are that it can be conveniently car-
ried along in the traveling bag or trunl in
rolled or folded up state und applied for use
whenever required in case of danger, while
the inflating operation is quickfy 4CCOIN-
"plished through the valved tube as soon as
‘the apparatus is applied to the body. The
body is made absolutely air and waterproof
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and can also be used to great advantage for | hind and against the armpits and shoulders, 45
swimming purposes, especially by persons | free end-portions extendin from said arm.
who are not conversant with swimming: Tt | pit. ortions upwardly an rearwardly be.
can .be furnished at g comparatively low 1im§) said " shorter extensions, adjustable
5 price and forms ap effective ife-preserviug shoulder-straps connecting each of the up-
and swimming device, o wardly-exten ing portions with the opposite 59
Having thys described my invention, I [ shorter extension, and waist-straps secured
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters | to the lower ends of the armpit-portions.
Patent: . o 4. Al e-preserving and swimming a pa-

10 1. A Iife~preserving and swimming appa- ratus, consisting of g body-portion having
ratus, consisting of g body-portion. havin a chest-portion adapted to rest against the 55
upwardly-extenﬁing portions and an adqr. chest of the wearer, and provided witl an
tional upwardly-extendin portion there- upward curvature af, jts lower edge, an arm-

vi 5 Pit-portion adapted to rest under the aripg

between having a valve Inflating tube, :
15 laterally and upwardly extending armpit- [ of the wearer, upwardly-extending portions
: i i adapted to rest against and in front of the go
armpit and shouldey and forming' between
each other g depressed portion, a “flexible
valve-tube betweén said upwardl *extending
ortions and attached to the e/gée’ of said
gepr%sed portién, shorter exter sions adapt- ¢;
ed to fit behind and against the armpifs and
shoulders and forming with sajd 4 Tmpit-
portions and said Atpwardly-extendin por-
-tions downward]; -curved portions a apted
to fit under the armpits, re}y:‘d-portxons 70

tending from the,upwardly-extending pot-
tions and armpit—portion‘s, and waist-straps

20 on the lower part of the armpit-portions or
attaching the device around tﬁe ody. -

2. A hfe-preserving and swimming a pa-
Tatus, comprising a body-portion having
upwardly-extendmg portions, an upwardly-

- 25 extending portion between the latter having-
a valved inflating -tube between the same,
laterally and upwardly extending armpit-
portions forming the rear-ends of the body-

- portion, iuwurd% -curved portions between

30 the upwardlx—extending portions and the Necting each- of the ppwardly-extending_
armpit - portions, interérossing shoulder- | portions with the opposite shorter extension 75
straps between the upwardly-extending por- 1 and adapted to be trossed behind the Dack
tions and the armpit-portions, and waist- | of the wearer,” ind’ Waist-straps secured to
bands or straps at the lower ends of the arm- | the lower ends of the armpit:-s)ortions and

35 pit-portions, : . .| adapted to be crossed behind the back ang

3. A life-preserving and swimming appa- | tied in front of the wearer, -
Tatus, consisting of g body-portion having a | In testimony, that I claim the foregoing
chest-portion adapted to rest, against the | s my invention, I have Signed my name in
chest “of the . wearer, an armpit-portion presence of two subscribing witnesses,

40 adapted to rest under the arms of the wearer, | - T ey : '
up'wardly—extending rtions adapted to rest pEi OTTO STROHSCHEIN.
in front of the shoy ders, a fléxible valved | Witnesses:

‘tube between saigd upwardl "-extending por- PauL Goeper,
tions, shorter extensions agapted to %t be-. FANNIE Fisk,

extending from said armpit-portions up-
wardly and'rearwardly behind said shorter
extensions, -adjustable ;hoti’ldehsn_'aps con-
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