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SIGN

This irivention relates to improvements in
signs adapted for general use and for adver-
tising purposes, and which are of such char-
acter that they are both clearly visible in

5 daylight and subject to illumination at night.
The invention has for its principal object
to provide a sign in which the letters, nu-
merals or other symbols are pressed out of
and are intgeral with a base sheet of pyroxy-
10 lin material, which may be either transparent
or translucent, and in which the letters, nu-
merals or other symbols are embossed or
raised above the face plane of the pyroxylin
sheet so as to be in relief with respect thereto.
15 The invention also contemplates the provision
of means to provide a contrasting back-
ground surrounding the letters, etc., which
back-ground may be opaque or of translucent
material of a color in contrast to the color of

20 the letter bearing sheet. : ,
In a more specific aspect of this invention,

the same has for an object to provide a novel

means for superimposing upon and attach-

_ ing to the letter bearing sheet a back-ground

£5 sheet to surround the letters, etc., said back-

ground sheet in such case preferably consist-

ing of sheet metal, perforated to correspond

to the letters, numerals, or symbols of the let-
ter sheet. ' '

time more particularly enumerated, will be
clearly understood from the following de-
tailed description of the same. )

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, 1n which :—

Figure 1is 4 face view of a sign made ac-
cording to and embodying the principles of
this invention; Figures 2, 3 and 4 illustrate
in perspective the various elements making
up the sign as arranged preparatory to as-
sembling the same to produce the finished
sign in one of the preferred forms accord-
ing to this invention; Figure 5 is a rear face
view of a sign with the elements comprising
5 the same in assembled relation; Figure 6 is

an enlarged fragmentary sectional view taken

on line 6—6 in Figure 5; and Figure 7 is a

perspective view of a sign showing portions

of the background sheet broken away and
50 other portions thereof disassembled.

40

Other objects of this invention, not at this

A Application filed October 22, 1927, Serial No. 227,898,

- Similar characters of reference are em-:

cate corresponding parts.

In the simplest form of sign, according to’
the instant invention, I take a sheet 10 of
pyroxylin material and by means of properly .
prepared dies the sheet 1s moulded to pro-
duce integral therewith, and raised in relief
above the face surface of the same, the desired
letters, numerals or other symbols adapted
to provide the sign legends desired,said parts
being generally indicated in the drawings by
the reference numeral 11. This sheet of py-
roxylin material, with the letters integrally
formed in raised relief relative to the face
surface thereof, may be made either trans-
parent or translucent, and the same may be
tinted if desired to produce color effects. - In
order to pick out the:character elements 11,
so that the same stand out clearly and defi-
nitely I may provide the main body of the
sheet of pyroxylin material 10 either on the:
face thereof or on the rear side thereof, with’
a background material of contrasting colot-
or of a character adapted to render the sheet
body opaque, in the areas thereof surround-
ing the characters 11 while the said charac-
ters remain transparent or translucent as the:
case may be. Such form of sign would be
substantially that. shown in Figure 3; but
without the perforations in the sheet body,
which will be hereinafter referred to. The
sign body thus comprised is adapted to be
easily applied and affixed to a show window
or other similar place by means of cement or:

ployed in the above described views to-indi-’
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any other convenient form of attaching means. -

so that the sign may be easily read in day-
light, while in the dark or at night light from

the interior of the show window may betrans-

mitted through the characters
nate the same.

T have shown in the drawings another de-
velopment of the sign structure, the basic
character sheet of which, however, comprises
the sheet of transparent or translucent py-
roxylin material 10 having integral there-
with the raised characters or the like 11, and -
which is arranged to receive the assembly
therewith of a background sheet 12 having
perforations or cut-out portions 13 to cor-

11 to illumi-
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respond to the particular letters, numerals
or other symbols making up the sign legend
or display. The backcrlound sheet 12 1is
preferably made of sheet metal and is con-
sequently opaque. The exposed surface of
the metal background sheet may he painted,
enamelled or otherwise treated for the pro-
duction. of such color effects as may be de-
sired. In order to firmly and securely en-
gage the background sheet 12 in desired super-

-imposed and attached relation to the charac-

ter bearing sheet 10, and so as to closely in-
terfit the two sheets without bulges, gapings
or other undesirable effects likely to mar the
finished appearance of the sign. I provide in
the - character bearing sheet-10, at various
points adjacent to the letters or other char-
acters 11, perforations or slots 14. . In stamp-
ing out the perforations or cut-out portions
18 of the background sheet 12 provision is
made to produce at the same time in connec-
tion with the margins of the perforation or
cut-out portions 18, a plurality of lugs or
ears ‘15 corresponding. to the relative posi-
tions of the perforations or slots 14 associ-
ated with the characters 11 of the character
sheet 103 said series of lugs or ears 15 thus
mteorally formed with background sheet 12
are adapted to be initially turned at right
angles thereto so as to extend rearwardly
therefrom. When assembling the back-
ground sheet 12 with the character sheet 10,
the perforations or cut-portions 13 of the
former are registered over the corresponding
character 11 of the latter, and when so ré-
lated the lugs or ears 15 will be opposed to
the slots or perforations 14 so that as the
background sheet is-superimposed upon the
character sheet the letters or other charac-
ters 11 will project through the perforations
or cut-out portions 13 of the background
sheet; and the lugs or ears15o0fthe backcrl ound
sheet will extend rearwardly through the
slots or perforations 14 of the character sheet,

whereupon said lugs or ears 15 are turned

or clinched over the rear face of said charac-
ter sheet 10 in the manner clearly shown in
Figures 5 and 6 of the drawings. It will thus
be apparent that the background sheet 12 and
character bearing sheet 10 will be securely
interlocked together at a multiplicity of
points closely ad]acent to the respective let-
ters making up the sign legend, and conse-
quently the background sheet will be smooth-
ly retained in the desired superimposed rela-
tion to the character sheet and in such man-
ner that the raised characters 11 of the lat-
ter will project through the perforations or
cut-out portions 13 of the background sheet
so as to stand out in relief relatwe to the face
thereof. In cases where the sign legend in-
cludesletters,numerals orsymbolshavm ' pOT-
tions entu'ely encir chnfr orisolating a portion
of the background, as is the case with letters
such as, O, B, R, D, P, A, etc., I provide sup-
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plemental background pieces 12’ having in-
tegral therewith, and so as to extend rear-
wardly from some portion of the periphery
thereof, attaching ears or lugs 15”; and in
connection with the character sheet 10 I
provide, within and adjacent to such encir-
cling or background isolating portions of the
letters or character 11, additional slots 14’.
Kither before or after the main background
sheet 12 is applied, I then apply the supple-
mental background pieces 127 at the proper
points and in association with the proper let-
ters or other characters so that the lugs or ears
15" thereof are caused to extend through the
perforations or slots 147, and are thereupon
clinched over on the rear side of the charac-
ter sheet 10 so as to retain said supplemental
background pieces in operative assembled
posltlon

In the form of sign construction last qbove
described, the metal background sheet 12 will
give rimditv tothe completedsign, whileatthe
same time affording an opaque background S0
that illumination of the sign will only be
transmitted through the letters or charac-
ters 11. If desired, the metal background
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sheet may be made ‘somewhat larger in di-.-

mensions than the underlying char acter sheet
10 to provide marginal portions 16 adapted
to be turned back over and around the pe-
ripheral edges of the underlying character
sheet 10, thus further assuring a secure as-
sembled relation of the sheets one with the
other and also adding to the rigidity of the
sign as a whole. The novel sign thus con-
structed is capable of attachment to a show
window or showcase panel either by cement

or other fastening means; or the same may

be arranged for suspension against a window
or other glass; or the same may be arranged
in a manner to form an illuminated panel in
connection with various forms of advertis-
ing devices. -

Tt will be understood thqt signs constructed
and prepared in accordance- Wlth the prin-
ciples of this invention, as above specified,
may be made in various sizes and so as to
include miore or less subject matter. In fact
signs of considerable size and containing a
considerable length of reading matter may be
produced without likelihood of bending,
warping or- other effects calculated to dis.
place the relation to the background sheet
to the character sheet for the reason that said
respective sheets are interlocked together by
the lugs 15 and corresponding perforations 14
at a oreat many variously located points
throuohout the entire area of the sign.

Tt will be obvious that many chanﬂes could
be made in the above described construction
any many widely different embodiments of
this invention could be made without depart-
ing from the scope thereof, it is therefore in-
tended that all matter contained in the above

description or shown in the accompanying |
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drawings shall be interpreted as illustrative

and not in a limiting sense. :
Iclaim:— - ' :
1. A sign structure, comprising a sheet o

- light transmitting pyroxylin material, an

opaque background sheet cut out to corre-
spond to characters making up the sign dis-
play and su%erimposed upon said pyroxylin
sheet, said background sheet having rear-
wardly projecting lugs integral therewith
and extending rearwardly therefrom in con-
nection with the margins of the cutouts corre-

" sponding to the characters making up the

[
o
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sign display, said pyroxylin sheet having
openings therethrough to receive said lugs,
and the free ends of said lugs being clinched

“over the rear face of said pyroxylin sheet to

bind said background sheet thereto at point
adjacent to each sign character.

2. A sign structure, comprising a sheet of
light transmitting pyroxylin material hav-
ing integral therewith a plurality of charac-
ters, symbols or the like making up the sign
display and outwardly pressed therefrom in

. raised relief relative to the face plane of said

sheet, said pyroxylin sheet having at least
one opening through its body adjacent each
of its characters, symbols or the like, a back-
ground sheet perforated to correspond in

30 kind and location with said characters, sym-
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bols or the like and adapted to be superim-
posed upon the face of said pyroxylin sheet so
that said character, symbols or the like pro-
ject through the perforations thereof, and
said background sheet having rearwardly
projecting lugs corresponding in location
with the openings in said pyroxylin sheet so
as to extend therethrough into clinched over
relation to the rear face thereof.

3. A sign structure, comprising a sheet of
light transmitting pyroxylin material having
integral therewith a plurality of characters
making up the sign display, and outwardly
pressed therefrom in raised relief relative to
the face plane of said sheet, said pyroxylin
sheet having openings at points coincident

with the junctures of its characters there-

with an opaque metallic background sheet
perforated to correspond in kind and loca-

integral therewith a plurality of characters:

making up the sign display, and outwardly
pressed therefrom in raised relief relative
to the face plane of said sheet, said pyroxylin
sheet having openings at points coincident
with the junctures of its characters therewith,
an opaque metallic background sheet perfo-
rated to corréspond in kind and location with
the characters of said sign display and adapt-
ed to be superimposed upon said pyroxylin
sheet so that said characters of the. latter
projects through said corresponding perfo-
rations of the former, and said background
sheet having lugs integral therewith and
springing from the margins of its character

receiving perforations, said lugs being adapt-:

ed to extend through said openings of said
pyroxylin sheet in clinched over relation to
the rear face thereof whereby said back-
ground sheet and pyroxylin sheet are bound
together at points adjacent.to each sign
character displayed, and supplementary
background elements for insertion in isolated
areas entirely surrounded by sign character
formations, said supplementary background

elements also having lugs exténding through-

said pyroxylin sheet into clinched over rela-
tion to the rear face thereof. 7

In testimony, that I claim the invention set
forth above I have hereunto set my hand this
4th day of October, 1927. :
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tion with the characters of said sign display .

and adapted to be superimposed upon said
pyroxylin sheet so that said characters of the
latter projects through said corresponding
perforations of the former, and said back-
ground sheet having lugs integral therewith
and springing from the margins of its char-
acter receiving perforations, said lugs being
adapted to extend through said openings of
said pyroxylin sheet in clinched over relation
to the rear face thereof whereby said back-
ground sheet and pyroxylin sheet are bound

together at points adjacent to.each sign

character displayed. L ‘
4. A sign structure, comprising a sheet of
light transmitting pyroxylin material having
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