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(57) Abstract: A traveling route that allows an autonomous traveling device 100 to travel evenly in a specific area is
easily and accurately created. A traveling route creation method according to the present invention comprises: a step S41
for creating an environmental map as an aggregate of a plurality of cells; a step S42 for defining a travel area TA on the
environmental map; a step S43 for dividing the travel area TA into rectangular areas RA; a step S44 for determining a
starting cell SC of an intra-rectangular-area path; a step S45 for combining a straight travel path and a direction change
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path with each other and generating the intra-rectangular-area path in the rectangular area RA such that the autonomous
traveling device passes through all of the cells included in the rectangular area RA; and steps S46-S48 for generating the
intra-travel-area path by connecting, by a connection path, an end-point cell EC of the intra-rectangular-area path with the
starting cell SC of the rectangular area RA to be subsequently traveled.
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Claim 4 has the wording “a step of creating a rotated rectangular
region by rotating the rectangular region only by a predetermined angle,
a step of creating an intra-rotated rectangular region route which passes
through all of the cells included in the rotated rectangular region by
combining the straight route and the direction turning route”. However,
claim 1 to which claim 4 refers recites a “travel route creating method
for an autonomous travel device that autonomously travels in a travel
environment, the travel route creating method comprising ..., a step
of defining on the environment map a travel region representing a region
in which the autonomous travel device travels in the travel environment,
a step of dividing the travel region into rectangular regions”. If the
“rectangular regions” are generated by “dividing” the “travel region”
representing a travel environment, the entire rectangular regions should
exhaust the entire area of the “travel region” that is the travel
environment, without requiring a process such as rotating the rectangular
regions. It cannot be understood why, with respect to the “rectangular
region”, “creating a rotated rectangular region by rotating only by a
predetermined angle” and then setting a route in the “rotated rectangular
region” couldbe called a “travel route creating method” for an autonomous
travel device that autonomously travels in a “travel environment”.

Therefore, claims 4-8 do not comply with the requirement of clarity
prescribed under PCT Article 6.

Accordingly, with respect to claim 4, no meaningful search could be
conducted concerning features other than the feature of “further
comprising a step of creating an intra-rotated rectangular region route
that passes through all of the cells included in the rotated rectangular
region by combining the straight route and the direction turning route",
and therefore no search was conducted.
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