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This invention relates to a protective face 
guard. 
The invention is more particularly concerned 

with a face guard which is adapted for Operative 
association with a head protecting helmet, fenc 
ing masks or baseball protective masks. 
While the improved face guard is applicable 

for use with various forms of head protecting 
devices, it is especially adapted for operative aSSo 
ciation with a football helmet, and it is a primary 
object of the invention to provide a face guard 
adapted for ready removable connection with a 
football helmet or similar head protecting device. 
A further and more specific object of the inven 

tion is to provide a face guard of arcuate plate 
form having a sight opening therein, and which 
is provided with means for cooperation with simi 
lar means on a helmet for receiving removable 
securing means for the guard. 
A still further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a face guard of arcuate plate form Con 
structed of plastic material, and which is pro 
vided with a generally rectangular sight opening 
and a plurality of breathing apertures below the 
Sight opening. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a head and face protecting device com 
prising a helmet and a face guard of arcuate plate 
form removably connected to the helmet, the 
guard having a sight opening therein and other 
wise providing for complete protection to the face 
Of a Wearer. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

Will become apparent in the course of the follow 
ing detailed description, taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawing, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a side perspective view showing the 
improved face guard in operative association with 
a head protecting helmet. 

Figure 2 is a front elevational view. 
Figure 3 is a top plan view. 
Referring now in detail to the drawing, H des 

ignates a helmet Such as is used as a head pro 
tector by football players and which, per se, is 
not novel. The helmet H includes the usual ear 
receiving portions e and flexible flaps f, to which 
a chin strap is usually secured. 

Helmets of the type herein disclosed have here 
tofore been used with face guards operatively 
asSociated therewith and, in some instances, the 
helmet has been provided with apertures for 
receiving cords which extend through apertures 
in the guard for removably securing same to the 
helmet. 
The improved face guard herein disclosed is 

() 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

2 
particularly adapted for use with the apertured 
helmet above referred to. 
The face guard comprises an arcuate plate 0 

Which is of Such dimensions as to completely 
cover the face which would otherwise be exposed 
at the front of the helmet, except for a sight 
Opening , which is formed in the plate substan 
tially centrally thereof. The sight opening is 
preferably of rectangular form as shown, but 
other forms of opening or openings may be 
provided. 
The plate is also preferably provided with a 

plurality of relatively small breathing apertures 
a disposed below the sight opening . 
The plate G may be formed of rubber or metal, 

but same is preferably formed from plastic, 
as indicated, which is preferably transparent, 
Whereby a Wearer may have vision throughout 
the front opening in the helmet. 
The plate 0 is provided with apertures 2 

alined With similar apertures in the helmet H, 
and tying Cords c are laced through the mating 
apertures for removably securing the guard to 
the helmet. 
The face guard may readily be constructed by 

Various Operations, Such as stamping, injection 
moulding, forming, or pressing. 
While the improved face guard is preferably 

removably secured to the helmet by tying cords 
as disclosed, other means, such as Snap fasteners 
or the like, may obviously be used. 
From the foregoing disclosure, it should be 

apparent that the improved face guard is highly 
effective, particularly in operative association 
With a football helmet, since the plate O will offer 
complete face protection and the sight opening 

, while providing for ample vision, will not 
admit a football to Such extent as to injure the 
face Of a Wearer. 
While I have disclosed my invention in accord 

ance With a single specific structural embodiment 
thereof, such is to be considered as illustrative 
Only, and not restrictive, the scope of the inven 
tion being defined in the following claims. 
What I claim and desire to secure by U. S. 

Letters Patent is: 
1. A face guard comprising a single pre-formed 

arcuate plate of uniform thickness throughout its 
extent, said plate having a single transversely 
elongated sight opening therein intermediate its 
top and bottom edges, a plurality of relatively 
Small breathing apertures in the plate below said 
Opening, and a plurality of tie cord traversing 
apertures in the plate above said opening. 

2. A head and face protecting means compris 
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ing a helmet having a face exposing opening REFERENCES CITED 
bounded by a curved Wall, a face guard compris 
ing a single pre-formed arcuate plate of uniform The following references are of record in the 
thickness throughout its extent, aligned aper- file of this patent: 
tures in the curved wall of the helmet and the 5 
upper portion of the guard, tie cords extending 
through said aligned apertures for removably 
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Number Name Date securing the guard to the helmet, a transversely 

elongated sight opening in the plate below said SE See ------------ AE 
tie cords, and a plurality of relatively small 10 232 S IIIFeb. 25.1944 
breathing apertures in the plate below the sight w are 0 eum man -- an on aws 
Opening. 
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