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Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Sept. 14, 1915,

Application filed November 17,1913. Serial No. 801,384,

To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, Avrrep FrANKEN-
BERG, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Rockford, in the county of Winnebago
and" State of Illinois, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Sifter-Top
Closures, of which the following is a speci-
fication. o

This invention relates to closures for con-
tainers adapted to contain pulverulent or
granular material, such as spices and simi-
lar substances, particularly when it is de-

sired to sift or sprinkle the substances out

of the container, or to quickly insert or re-
move large quantities thereof.

In my application for a patent, Serial No.
801,385, filed November 17, 1913, I have
shown and described a sifter-top closure so
constructed. that the sifting apertures may
be quickly opened for sifting 1({)urposes, or
the entire closure may be quickly removed
from the top of the container for the pur-
pose of inserting or removing large quanti-
ties of the substance. The closure which I
show and describe in the present application
is so constructed that the sifter is adapted
not only to open and close the sifting aper-
tures in the container top, but also to open
and close a pouring opening. When the
sifter is in one position the container is
closed, when in another position the sifting
apertures are open and the pouring aperture
is closed, and when in a third position, the
pouring aperture is open and the sifter aper-
tures are closed. Provision is also made for
the removal of the entire closure when de-
sired. o

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
is a perspective of the upper end of a con-
tainer which embodies the features of my
invention and which shows the container

in its closed condition. Fig. 2 is a cross-sec- .
“tion along the line 2—2 of Fig. 1. Figs. 3

and 4 are respectively plan and end views
of the closure of the container. Figs. 5 and
6 are respectively plan and end views of the
sifter of the container. Fig. 7 is a perspec-
tive of the upper end of the container show-
ing the pouring aperture opened and the
sifter apertures closed; and Fig. 8 is a per-
spective of the upper end of the container
showing the pouring aperture closed and the
sifter apertures open.

The top or end wall 2 of the container 1
may be attached to the side 3 of the con-

tainer by any well-known or preferred
means, for example by crimping the flange
4 upon the upper edges of the side 3 of the
container. In the present embodiment, the
horizontal portion 5 of the top 2 is de-
pressed, as indicated in Fig. 2, so that the
closure 8 does not project upward beyond
the upper edges of the container walls 3.
In the top 2 is a filling opening bounded by
an upwardly extending flange 6 for receiv-
ing the closure, as indicated in Fig. 2.

The closure in this instance is composed of
the oblong metallic member 8, and com-

prises the horizontal flat portion 9, the

downwardly extending flange 10, the out-
wardly extending horizontal portion 11, and
the guide portion 12. The flange 6 of the
top and flange 10 -of the closure are so
shaped that the closure flange fits snugly on
the top flange, and when pressed tightly
thereon can be removed only by prying off
the closure 8. C

The sifter member 13 comprises the flat
portion 14, the downwardly extending
flanges 15, the guide flanges 16, and the op-
erating handles 17. As indicated in Fig.
2, this member 'is adapted to fit slidably on
the closure 8, the guide flanges 16 coacting
with the guides 12 of the closure, the shape
of the different parts being such that the
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sifter can be slipped along the guides 12 by

means of the handles 17.
The sifter is provided with apertures 18,

“and the closure with apertures 19 and 20.

When the sifter is in the position indicated
by Fig. 1,the apertures are all closed. When
the sifter is in the position indicated by Fig.
8, aperture 20 is closed, but apertures 18 reg-
ister with apertures 19, so that the contents
of the container may be sifted out through
the registering apertures. When the sifter
is in the position indicated by Fig. 7, aper-
tures 19 are closed, but aperture 20 is open,
so that the contained substance may be
poured out.” Also the entire closure 8, with
the sifter, can be easily forced off from the
top of the container by slipping an instru-
ment between the flanges 11 of the closure
and the horizontal portion 5 of the top.

A stop 21 is provided on the closure
against which one of the flanges 16 of the
sifter comes in contact when the enlarged
aperture 20 is to be opened. A stop 22 is
provided on the closure against which the
other flange 16 of the sifter comes in con-
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tact When the apertures 19 of the closure
are to be cpened. When the sifter is in a
position intermediate of these two stops, the

- apertures are all closed, as indicated in

Fig. 1. - _
I claim as my invention: :
- 1. In a container, a top having an opening

' therethrough and having an upwardly ex-
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tending flange surrounding said opening, an
apertured closure having a downwardly ex-
tending peripheral flange fitting snugly
around said flange on the top, guide means
on the lower edge of the latter flange, a plate
overlying said closure, flanges extending
downwardly from the edges of said plate,
and guide means on the lower eédges of the
latter flanges coacting with the said guide
means on the closure. ,

2. In a container, a top having an opening
therethrough and having an angular up-
wardly extending flange surrounding said

“opening, an apertured closure having: a

downwardly extending peripheral flange fit-
ting snugly around said flange on the top, a
plate overlying said closure, flanges extend-
ing downwardly from the edges of said plate
alongside said closure flange, and laterally
extending portions on the lower edges of
said flanges on the closure and plate, the
said portions on one of the latter elements
being bent around said portions on the other

_element.

3. In a container, a top having an elon-

- gated opening therethrough and having an
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angular upwardly extending flange sur-
rounding said opening, an apertured closure
having a downwardly extending peripheral
flange fitting snugly around said flange on
the top, the opposite sides of the opening
and closure and the corresponding portions
of said flanges being straight and parallel, a
plate overlying said closure, flanges extend-
ing downwardly from the edges of said plate
along the opposite parallel sides of said clo-
sure flange, and laterally extending portions
on the lower edges of said flanges on the clo-
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sure and the plate respectively, the said por-
tions on the closure being bent to overlie

the portions on the plate, whereby to main- .

tain the plate for rectilinear sliding move-
ment on the closure.

4. A container having an elongated dis-
charge opening, a closure therefor, said
opening and closure having opposite parallel
sides, a plate overlying said closure, inter-
locking means at the edges of the plate and
the closure along said parallel sides adapted
to maintain the plate for rectilinear sliding
movement on the closure lengthwise of said
opening, the closure having a pouring aper-
ture therethrough at one end adapted to be
closed by said plate, and one of the latter
elements having a plurality of sifting aper-
tures adapted to be closed by the other ele-
ment.

5. A container having an elongated dis-
charge opening with a surrounding angular
flange, a closure for the opening having an
angular peripheral flange to telescope with
the first mentioned flange, the opposite sides
of said opening and closure and the corre-
sponding portions of said flanges being
straight and parallel, a plate overlying said
closure and having flanges at opposite edges
lying along the straight portions of the clo-
sure flange, integral interlocking portions on
the edges of said flanges on the closure and
plate adapted to maintain said plate on the
closure for rectilinear sliding movement
lengthwise of said opening, the closure hav-
ing a pouring aperture therethrough at one
end arranged to be closed by said plate, and
one of the latter elements having a plurality
of sifting apertures therethrough arranged
to be closed by the other element.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

ALFRED FRANKENBERG.

‘Witnesses:
H. Grecory,
F. C. Seencer.
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