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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Tmonmas 11, MorrIsoN,
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and Btate of
THinois, have invented certain new and use-
{ul Improvements in Weighted Pendants, ot
which the following is 4 specification.

“This invention relates to an improved
weighted pendant and has as one of its prin-
cipal objects to provide a device of this char-
acter which may be readily employed for
maintaining table cloths, curtains, draperies,
and the like, arranged in place.

The invention has a further object to pro-
vide a pendant which may be easily attached
to articles such as those mentioned and which
may be as readily removed, while at the same
time, the device will, when applied, fivmly
grip the article with which it'1s engaged.

A still further object of the invention is to
provide a device of this character -which
when employed upon a table cloth, will serve
to tension the cloth, thereby maintaining the
cloth smooth and free from wrinkles.

And the invention has as a still further
object to provide a device which will be sim-
ple in construction, which may be readily
produced, and which in use will not likely
injure even the most delicate fabrics.

Other and incidental objects will appear
hereinatfter.

In the drawing:

Tigure 1 is a fragmentary perspective
view illustrating the use of my improved de-
vice in connection with an ordinary table
cloth,

Tigure 2 is a side elevation of the device
showing the weight employed in section, and
illustrating different positions thereof in full
and dotted lines,

Figure 3 is an edge elevation of the body
portion of the device, the weight being in
section, and

Figure 4 is a detail view showing the man-
ner in which the gripping jaws may be
spread by the weight. :

In arranging table cloths, curtains, dra-
peries, and the like, it is frequently difficult
to maintain them in the position desired,
table cloths, for instance, often being acci-
dentally pulled or wrinkled while curtains
or draperies are liable to be blown about
by air currents. Accordingly, the present in-
vention seeks to overcome these annoyances.
In carrying the invention into effect, I pro-
vide a body member formed of a single

Serial o, 493,087,

Iength of suitable resilient wire bent inter-

mediate its ends to provide overlapping

strands. At a point substantially midway

thereof these strands are, as clearly shown

in Figure 2, slightly bowed outwardly away
from each other, as indicated at 10, and are
crossed to form diverging spring arms.1l
at the upper ends of which are shoulders 12.
Irom this point, the strands of wire are
abruptly bent inwardly to again cross each
other medially above the shoulders 12 and

incline upwardly and outwardly in opposite.

directions, whence the strands are again
bent inwardly toward each other and are
looped to provide coacting converging grip-
ping jaws 13, the loops tending to prevent

accidental tearing or piercing of a fabric by

the ends of the jaws. Shiftable upon the
body member is a spherical element provid-
ing a weight 15 of suitable material, the
ball- having a diametric opening 16 there-
through {reely receiving the overlapping
strands. of the body member. To prevent
accidental displacement of the weight 15 the
strands of the body member are bent later-
ally near the lower end of said member to
define a laterally directed terminal 17
against which the weight normally rests.
As will now be seen, the shoulders 12 of
the spring arms 11 may be grasped and
pressed toward each other to spread the
gripping jaws 13, whereupon a portion of a

table cloth or the like may be disposed be--

tween the jaws when upon release of the
shoulders the spring arms 11 will act to
advance the jaws toward each other into
coacting relation, firmly gripping the fab-
ric between said jaws to support the device
depending from the table cloth, weighting
the free margin thereof. However, if de-
sired, the jaws, may, with equal facility, be
separated by shifting the weight 15 over the
bowed portions 10 of the spring arms and
forcing said weight upwardly against the
lower end portions of the outwardly diverg-
ing sections11 of said armsto impinge there-
against, in the manner illustrated in Figure
4, for pressing these portions toward each
other and consequently forcing the jaws
apart. By then shifting the weight away
from said portions, the armg will imme-
diately act to bring the jaws toward each
other clamping the fabric therebetween.
After the jaws have been caused to grip
the fabric, 1t is to be particularly chserved
that by disposing the weight upon the bowed
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portions 10 of the spring arms, in the man-
ner indicated in dotted lines in Figure 2,
said weight will prevent outward movement
of said portions away from each other to,
in turn, prevent spreading of the jaws, thus
locking the jaws in engagement with the
fabric. Thus, the weight is capable of per-
forming a three-fold function, mamely, that
of providing a weight for the pendant, that
of acting as a gpreader for the jaws, and
that of locking the jaws in coacting relation.
In Figure 1, I have, as an example, shown
the use of the device in conection with an
ordinary table cloth 18, a pair of the de-
vices being illustrated. It 1s to be under-
stoed, hewever, that as many of the pendants
may be used as is found necessary or de-
sirable, and while I have shown the inven-
tion in connection with a table cloth, it is
to be understood, nevertheless, as previously
pointed ont, that it may be employed in con-
nection with curtains, draperies, and like
articles. T accordingly provide a highly ef-
ficlent device for the purpose stated which
will not be bunglesome and which may be
attractively finished to present a neat and
pleasing appearance.

Having thus = described the invention,
what is claimed as new is:

1. "A device of the character described in-
cluding a body member having crossed re-
silient arms terminating in normally closed
jaws; and a slide mounted upon the body
below the arms and shiftable to compress
the arms to spread the jaws.

9. A device of the character described in-
cluding a body membeér having crossed re-
silient arms terminating at one end in nor-
mally closed jaws and at their opposite ends
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in opposed bows, and a slide encircling the
body member and adapted to compress the
arms to spread the jaws or compress the
bows to prevent spreading of the jaws.

3. A device of the character described in-
cluding a body member formed to provide
crossed spring arms having outwardly di-
verging porticns terminating in coacting
gripping jaws, and a weight for the body
member shiftable thereon to impinge the
outwardly diverging portions of said arms
and force the arms toward each other to
spread the jaws. ‘

4. A pendant including overlapping
strands having oppositely bowed portions
and thence crossed to provide diverging
spring arms crossed near their free ends and
formed with coacting gripping jaws, and a
weight slidable along said strands to co-
act with said arms for spreading the jaws
or to coact with said bowed portions for
locking the jaws against separation.

5. A device of the character described in-
cluding a body member comprising crossed
spring arms having coacting gripping jaws
and formed with crossed oppositely directed
bowed portions, and an element shiftable
upon sald member to clasp the crossed bowed
portions of the arms below their crossing
point and hold the jaws toward each other.

6. A device of the character described in-
cluding a body member having crossed re-
silient arms terminating at one end in nor-
mally closed jaws, a slide on the body mem-
ber adapted to compress the arms to spread
the jaws, and a supporting stop for the slide
on the body below the arms.

In testimony whereof T affix my signature.

THOMAS H. MORRISON. [L. s.]
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