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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALLEN S. FONTAINE, of
the city, county, and State of New York,have
invented a new and useful Improvement in
Picture-Mats or Passe-Partouts; and Ldo here-
by declare that the following is a full and ex-
act description- thereof, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon, making
a part of this specification.

My improvement relates to mats for pic-
tures.

In the old styles of mats constructed with a
foundation of wood it has been customary to-
face them with paper and card-board as a fin-
ish. The inner border or edge of the wood
strip is covered with paper, and after the
strip has been made up into a frame an un-
broken facing of flat card-board of a size con-
forming to that of the frame is'secured thereon,

" the inner edge of the card-board being made

25

30

35

40

to overlap and conceal the edge of the paper
facing. This card-board facing is necessarily
heavy in order to conceal the overlapping of
the inner edge of the paper facing, and con-
sequently an objectionable shoulder or offset
is formed by its inner edge around the border
of the mat. The card-board is in itself ex-
peunsive and its application comparatively
costly. : o

To avoid the objections ineident to the use of
card-board as a facing, an unbroken facing of
paper has in some instances been substituted
therefor, and the unsightly seam or ridge which
would appear were the paper facing in. the
mat made to overlap a paper lining on its
inner border is avoided by dispensing en-
tirely with such a lining of paper and simply
painting or coating the wood with a suitable
composition producing asmooth finish; but this

- character of border is not desirable for various

reasons, and the frame thus finished is not in
demand. . :
The object of my invention is toavoid theob-

45 jections to the use of the card-board facing and

to a mat constructed with a border which is
painted or covered only with a composition,and

- to produce afinished wood mat having an inner
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paper-lined border and a facing unbroken at
the corners and perfectly smooth and uniform

from edge to edge, and at a greatly reduced
cost,due to an economy in the materials and in
the amount of labor required for its manu-
facture.

It consists in combining the paper covering

' for the border with a wooden strip or mold-

ing which is formed with a rabbet along its
inner edge inside the termination of the curved
or inclined face thereof, so that the inner
edge of the paper applied to and secured upon
the border to line and cover it shall abut
against the shoulder or offset formed by the
rabbet, and make a flush joint with the face
of the strip adjoining the rabbet. A paper
facing is fitted and secured upon the frame
made from this paper-bordered strip, the fac-
ing being made to overlap and wholly conceal
the flush joint between the inner edge of the
paper border and the strip.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
is a plan view of a corner of my improved
mat; Fig. 2, a transverse section of the wood-
en strip used in the manufacture of the mat;
Fig. 3, a transverse section in line z » of Fig.
1, the paper facing of the mat beingremoved;
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and Fig. 4, a similar section of the mat in

complete form, as shown in Fig. 1. .

A represents the wooden strip customarily
employed as the foundation for a picture-mat
or passe-partout.

B (see Fig. 2) is a rabbet formed along the
inner edge of the strip within the inner ter-
mination of the customary curve-or bevel, C,
of said inner edge. This rabbet is cub out of
the body of the strip if the strip be left in its
natural state; but where the strip is coated
with a composition of glue and whiting or
other material, as is often the case, the rabbet
may be formed in said coating by indenting
the same. The rabbet B extends uniformly
along the entire length of the strip parallel
with its edge, producing a shoulder or offset
of a uniform depth, which is gaged to corre-
spond exactly with the thickness of the paper
to be employed in covering the inner edge or
border,C,of the strip, so that when the paper
is laid in the rabbet and pasted down its outer
face shall be uniform with the uncovered face
of the strip, making a neat flush joint there-
with.
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D is the strip of paper applied to and se- |

cured upon the inner edge, C, of the strip.
One edge of the paper D islaid neatly against
the shoulder produced by the rabbet B, and
the other carried under the strip, as illus-
trated in Figs. 3 and 4 of the drawings, so-that
the paper forms a neat and. perfect facing for
the edge of the strip. :

The rabbeted strip A, having its inner
rounded or beveled edge or border covered
with paper; is cut and fitted to form a frame,
B, (See Figs. Land 3.) A facing of compara-
tively thin paper, T, is then cut oat of a sin-
gle unbroken sheet to form a continuous un-
broken ~seamless facing-piece, whose inner
edge is adapted to overlap slightly the joint

_of the paper border-covering D with the
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sbrip A, so as to conceal the same along its
entire length, and as the joint is made, as
above described, with a flush smooth surface,
no rib, seam, or other indication of the pres-
ence of the joint is apparent throngh its thin
paper facing F. This outer edge of the fae-

ing F is made continuous with that of the
mat, as shown in Figs. 1 and 4.

The paper facings D and F are secured upon
the strip A by means of glue or paste in the
customary manner,so as to become practically
an integral portion thereof.
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The mat formed as above described shows
no joint or seam at the angles thereof,because
of the contiuunity of the paper facing F, as
shown in Fig. 1, and it is produced at a far
less cost than a mat faced with card-board.
It is also far lighter, neater, and preferable in
all respects, and isfree from the disadvantage
of having a thick edge or offset along the in-
ner edge of the facing, which is unavoidable in
the card-board-faced mats.

I ¢laim as my invention—

The combination,with a wooden fourndation-
frame in a picture-mat, of a paper lining car-
ried around and upon the inner edge or bor-
der of the mat and fitted ‘against an offset in
the face of the frame to produce a flush joint
therewith, and a thin continuous paper fac-
ing fitted upon the frame to cover its face and
overlap the edge of the lining upon its inner
border, so as to conceal the jointof the latter
with the frame, all substantially in the manner
and for the purpose herein set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name ‘to this speecification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

ALLEN 8. FONTAINE.

Witnesses:

JouN A BLLIs,
A. B. Moorz.
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