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This invention relates to an improved means
for placing ornamental designs on elongated ob-
jects, such 'as broom handles, chair posts, curtain
rods, imoldings and the like wherein the object
is first immersed in paint or other suitable coat-
ing.and then passed through an opening having
a toothed periphery.  The coating material is
removed from the areas engaged by the teeth,
thus leaving the material on the adjacent areas
which are not engaged.

It is therefore an object of thls invention to
provide ‘an ornamenting device for wiping por-
tions of wet coating from cerfain areas of ob-
jects such as broom handles and the like so that
there will be a color contrast between the wiped
and-unwiped areas. ‘The: disclosed device com-
prises. 'a iflat piece of resilient material having
a hole: cut.therein, through which the painted
article is drawn.. The hole is preferably smaller
than the cross-sectional area of the article and
has radially disposed slits communicating there-
with, the depth of the slits being less than the
thickness of the material. When the :article is
insertedq through the hole from the slitted side,
the hole is expanded ‘a greater amount at the
slits, thereby. forming teeth at the intermediate
point. The teeth engage the article to serve as
wipers and at the same time hold the sides of
the hole at the slits out of ‘engagement with
the article.

Some of the objects of the invention having
been stated, other objects will: appear as the
description : proceeds, when taken in. connection
with the accompanying drawing, in which—

Figure 1 is an isometric view illustrating an
apparatus for decorating articles such as broom
handles, and the like;

Figure 2 is an enlarged vertical sectional view
taken along the line 2—2 in Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a sectional plan view taken along
the line 3—38 in Figure 2;

Figure 4 is an exploded isometric view showing
the manneér of mounting a flexible wiping mem-
ber which removes the decorative material from
spaced paths on the surface of an article thereby
forming stripes;

Figure 5 is a longitudinal sectional view taken
along the line 5—5 in Figure 4;

Referring more particularly to the drawing, the ' _

numeral i9 denotes a suitable beam or wall to
which 'is secured a bracket il by any. suitable
means such as bolts 12.. The outer end of
bracket |1 has pivotally secured thereto as at
14, a plate 15, said plate having a hole 16 in its.
outer end (Figure 4), and also. hayving smaller
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~in bracket If.

holes 17 dlsposed therein adjacent the larger hole
16. . A flat resilient member 18, made of rubber
or the like is adapted to be placed over the hole
16. This member 18 has a hole 19 therein, said

‘hole having a plurality of radially disposed slits

28 communicating therewith, the depth of each
slit 20 being somewhat less than the thickness of
the member (8 at the periphery of the hole {9
and gradually diminishing in depth as they ex-
tend away from the hole {9 (see Figure 5).

When the member I8 is placed -over the hole
{81t is positioned so that the center line of
hole 19 is substantially in alinement with the
center line of hole (8. Then another plate meém-
ber 25 is placed on .top of the member (8-in
such a position that the ends thereof. will extend
beyond the ends of the member (8. This plate
member 25 has'a hole 26 therein. substantislly
the same size as the hole {8, previously described,
Also disposed in-plate member
25 are suitable smaller holes 27 which are adapt-
ed to coincide with holes 17 in plate member 5.
The holes 1T and ‘271 are penetrated by bolts or
other suitable fastening means 28 when it is de-
sired to clamp the parts. together 1n the: posi-
tion shown in Figures 1 and 2.

It should be noted that the piate member 15
and its. associated parts may be rotated about
the .pivot point 14-if desired. In the drawings,
the plate member 15 is shown in bold line posi-
tion : which -is the position: it occupies during
normal operation, and also in a dotted line posi-
tion,  which latter position is occupied at other
times.

During the normal operation of the apparatus,
a suitable elongated open-ended container 30 is
disposed directly beneath the openings 286, 19 and
i6. This container is adapted to have a suitable
decorative material such as paint 3{ therein. If
desired, the container 30 may be secured on the
interior of a larger container such as a barrel
32 which in the present instance serves to hold
painted or striped broom handles 34.

When decorating broom handles or other ar-
ticles 34 it is necessary to first insert the lower
end of the handle downwardly through opening
19 and immerse the lower portion thereof in the
paint 3f which is disposed in container 30. Then
the handle 34 is moved upwardly at which time
the surrounding contacting portions of the hole
19 will engage the periphery of the handle and
gerve as a wiping and striping device.

It is essential that the hole 19 be: similar in
shape but smaller in diameter than the broom
handle 34. It is also essential that the member
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18 be made of suitable resilient material such as
rubber which will readily stretch. . When the
" broom handle 34 is moved upwardly, the rubber
adjacent the periphery of the hole will be
stretched thereby forming teeth 37 which contact
the periphery of the broom handle at spaced
points. The reason that teeth 87 are formed is
due to the fact that the slits 20 are provided
in the lower surface of the member 18. These

slits cause rubber adjacent the edge of the hole

19 to stretch more at the points where the slits
merge with the hole than at the intermediate
boints; consequently, the thicker portions of rub-
ber adjacent the edge of the hole will be held
against the periphery of the handle and the
thinner portions of the sheet-18 will be in a non-
engaging position.  In Figure 2, it is séen that
the portion of the broom handle 34, which is
disposed below member 18, has a solid coating 39
but after this coated periphery has passed up-
wardly through the opening 19, the teeth 37
will remove the paint along spaced paths there-
by forming stripes 40 which have no paint or
decorating material thereon, but at the same time
leaving painted stripes 41 along paths which are
not engaged hy the teeth. -Also if desired, ‘as
the handle "is moved upwardly, it may be ro-
tated axially in order to provide a curved or
sinuous stripe. ) :

By cutting the slits of gradually diminishing
depth, V-shaped cavities will appesr where the
slits are when an elongated object is being passed
through the opening 189: )

~Although I have shown an object ecircular in
cross section being decorated, it is obvious that
any elongated object may be so treated regard-
less of its cross sectional shape, so long as hole
19 is shaped.to conform to ‘the cross sectional
atrea of ‘the object being decorated. .

In. the drawing and specification, there has
been 'set. forth -a preferred embodiment of the
invention, and although specific terms are em-
ployed, they are used in a generic and descriptive
sense only, and not for purposes of limitation,
the scope of the invention being set forth in the
following claims. :

I claim: - :

1. Apparatus for decorating the surface of web-
painted articles such as broom handles and the
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like, comprising a flat resilient wiper having an
opening therein, said opening being smaller in
size than the cross-section of the article, said
opening having a plurality of radial slits com-
municating therewith which are cut to a depth
which is less than the thickness of the wiper,
whereby teeth will be formed between the slits
when the article is inserted in the opening en-
larging the same and whereby the portion : be-
tween the teeth will be stretched to hold. it in
spaced relation to the surface of the article.

2. Apparatus for decorating the surface of web-
painted articles such as broom handles and the
like, comprising a. flat resilient wiper having an
opening therein, said opening being similar in

-shape and smaller in size than the cross-section

of the article, said opening having a plurality

-of outwardly diverging slits communicating there-

with, the depth of said slits being less than the
thickness of the wiper, whereby teeth: will be
formed between the slits when the article is in-
serted in the opening and whereby the portions
of the opening between the teeth will be held
in"spaced relation to the surface: of: the article.

3. Apparatus for forming stripes on an elon-
gated object which has previously been coated
with a suitable coating of undried material, which
comprises: a flexible member -having an opening
therein with a plurality of radial slits emanating
from the periphery of said opening the depth of
the slits being less than the thickness of the flexi-
ble member,; and. the opening normally being of
8 size smaller than the elongated object so that
when the elongated object is drawn through the
opening the slitted portions will be removed.- out
of contact -with the material and the portions
between the slits will remove the undried ma-:
terial from' the object to form stripes from the
coating material.

4. Apparatus for removing portions of a coat
of paint. and the like from an elongated object
to form stripes, comprising a flexible and stretchs
able member having an opening therein of small-
er diameter than the diameéter of the object, the -
flexible member having slits therein extending
radially from the edge of the opening, and di-
minishing in depth as they extend away from
the opening. : g :
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