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To all uvhon it inctly corvoet'7. 
Beit known that I, OTIs O. PETTY, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Olney, 
in the county of Richmond and State of Illi 

5 nois, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Weed-Cutters, of which the following is a specification, 
My invention relates to improvements in 

weed-cutters. 
The object of my invention is to provide an 

instrument by which weeds may be cut off 
below the surface cf. the ground and without 
the operator having to assume a stooping 
posture for the purpose. 
The instrument embodies the novel fea 

tures hereinafter fully described and claimed. In the accompanying drawings, illustrative 
of my invention, Figure 1 is a side elevation 
view. Fig. 2 is an elevation view taken at 
right angles to that shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 
is a vertical central sectional view, the cutter 
carried by the lever being shown in solid lines 
in the open position and in dotted lines in the 
closed position. Fig. 4 is a cross-section 
taken on the dotted line a b of Fig. 2. 

Similar characters of reference denote simi 
lar parts. 

1 indicates a tubular cylindrical staff which 
i is held in a vertical position when the instiu 
ment is being operated. A vertical arm 2 
has at its upper end a collar 3, embracing and 
rigidly secured to the lower end of the staff 1, 
the lower. end of the arm having a vertical 
blade 4, said arm having intermediate its 
ends a vertical transverse slot 5, in which is 
mounted the horizontal portion of a trans 
verse lever 5, which is pivoted to the arm 2 

One end 
of the lever 6 extends below the staff 1 and 
has pivotally secured to it the lower end of a . vertical rod 8, which extends lengthwise 

: ... through the staff 1. The other end of the 
lever 6 is curved downwardly and toward the 
blade 4 and carries a cutting-blade 9, normally 
inclined toward and movable downwardly 
against the blade 4 when the lever 6 is prop 
ery swung. Secured to tile upp of the 
staff is a handle, preferably U-shaped, the 
arms of which are horizontally-disposed one 
above the other, the lower arm 10 having at 
its end a collar 11, embracing and rigidly se 
cured to the upper end of the staff 1. The 
upper arm 12 of the handle extends trans 
versely across the upper end of the staff 1 
when heisusing the instrument. In the ver 
and serves as a handhold for the operator. 

tical portion of the handle is provided a 
transverse slot 13, in which is pivoted, by 
means of a horizontal pin 14, one end of a 
transverse lever 15, disposed between the 
arms 10&nd 12 and extending over the top of 
the staff land having pivotally connected to 
tween the arm 12 and the lever 15 and se 
cured, preferably, to the under side of the arm 
12 is a flat spring 16, which bears upon the 
ipper side of the lever 15 and serves to de 
press said lever so as to swing the lever 6 in 
the position shown in Fig. 1. - . 

In operating my invention the staff 1 is 
held by means of the arm 12 of the handle in 
the same manner that a cane is held. The 
blade 4 is forced vertically into the groundby 
the side of the root of the weed or plant that 
it is desired to cut off, after which the oper 
ator grasps and draws upwardly the lever 15, 
thius Swinging the lever 6 to the 
shown in dottedlines in Fig. 3, thus forcin 
the cutting-blade 9 into the ground an 
against the blade 4, thus cutting off the root of the plant. 

the ground. If the lever 15 now be released, 
the spring 16 will force the lever downwardly 
to its normal position, thus through the inter 
mediacy of the rod 8 Swinging the lever 6 to 
the position shown in Fig.1 and permitting 
the ready ejectmen, from the instrument of 
the portion of the plant removed by the cut ting-blade 9. 

It will be understood that although the 
mechanism hereinbefore described constitutes 
the preferable form of my invention the de 
tails of construction may be modified in many 
ways without departing from the spirit of my 
invention. . . . 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
Ant, is 

1. A weed-cutter comprising a tubular 
staff having at its upper end a transverse han 
le and at its lower end a fixed downwardly 

éxtending blade, a lever pivotally mounted 
on the staff adjacent its lower end and carry 
ing a cutting-blade movable toward and from 
the fixed blade in an inclined direction when 
the lever is swung, and a rod extending 
through the tubular staff and connected at its 
lower end to the said lever. 

2. A weed-cutter comprising a tubular 
staff haying at one end a transverse handle 

| and at its other end a fixed longitudinally 

- - w. - . . . 4. 
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the staff and extending transversely across 

staff is held in a vertical position, down 

2 

disposed blade, a transverse lever pivoted to 
the staff adjacent the fixed blade and having 
at one end a cutting-blade movable toward 
and from the fixed blade when the lever is 
swung, means operative by the hand grasp 
ing the handle for Swinging the lever in one 
direction, and means by which the lever is re 
tracted in the opposite direction. 

3. A weed-cutter comprising a tubular 
staff having at one end a transverse handle 
and at the other end a longitudinal fixed 
blade, two levers pivotally mounted on the 
staff at opposite ends thereof, the lever at the 
end having the fixed blade having a cutting 
blade movable toward and from the fixed 
blade when the lever carrying it is swung, and 
a rod pivotally connected at its ends to said 
levers and extending longitudinally through 
said staff. . 

4. A weed-cutter comprising a tubular 
staff having at one end a transverse handle 
and at the other end a longitudinal fixed 
blade, two transverse levers pivoted adjacent 
opposite ends of the lever so as to be swung in 
a plane at right angles to the face of the fixed 
blade, the lever adjacent the fixed blade car 
rying a cutting-blade movable, when the 
wardly toward and against the fixed blade 
when the lever carrying the cutting-blade is 
swung in one direction, a rod extending lon 
gitudinally through the staff and connected 
at its ends to said levers, and a spring for 
swinging said levers in a direction such that 
the cutting-blade will be moved away from 
the fixed blade. 

5. A weed-cutter comprising a tubular 
staff having at one end a lateral downwardly 
extending arm having at its lowe end a fixed 
blade, a handle secured to the other end of 

the open end thereof, a transverse lever piv 
oted to swing vertically between the handle 
and the upper end of the staff, a spring for 
forcing said lever downward, a transverse le 
ver pivoted to said arm so as to swing verti 
cally and having one end extending below 
the open end of the lower end of the staff, and 
having at the other end a cutting-blade nor 
mally disposed at an inclined position rela 
tive to the fixed blade and movable toward 
and from said blade when the lever carrying 
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the cutting-blade is swung, and a rod extend 
ing through said staff and connected to said 
levers respectively. - 

6. A weed-cutter comprising a tubular 
staff having at one end a vertical arm the up 
per end of which has a collar embracing the 
staff, the lower end of the aim having a verti 
cal fixed blade, a horizontally-disposed J 
shaped handle one arm of which is provided 
with a collar enbracing the upper end of the 
staff and the other arm extending over the 
top of the staf and forming a hanh dold, a 
lever pivoted between the arms of the handle 
to swing vertically, a transverse lever pivoted 
to the arm at the lower end of the staff so as 
to swing in a vertical plane and having at one 
end an inclinuld cutting-blade movable with 
the lever carrying it toward and from the 
fixed blade, the other end of the lever carry 
ing the cutting-blade extending under the 
end of the staff, a rod extending through the 
vertical opening in the staff and connected to 
said levers, and a spring for forcing said rod 
downward. 

7. A weed-cutter comprising a vertical tu 
bular staff having at its lower end a vertical 
arm at the upper end of which is a collar em 
bracing the staff, the lower end of said arm 
leaving a vertical fixed blade, the said arm 
having a vertical transverse slot intermediate 
the upper and lower ends, a transverse lever 
pivotally mounted in said slot and having 
one end extending under the end of the staff 
the other end being downwardly curved to 
ward the fixed blade and carrying a cutting 
blade normally inclined relative to the fixed 
blade, a R. secured to the upper end of 
the staff and extending transversely across 
the open end of the staff and provided with a 
transverse slot, a lever pivotally mounted in 
the slot of the handle and extending across 
the upper end of the staff, a spring carried hy 
the handle for swinging the upper lever 
downward, and a rod extending longitudi 
nally through the staff and connected to said 
levers. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

OTIS. O. PETTY. 
Witnesses: a 

M. P. RICHARDSON, 
GEO. O. HUCHHOLZ. 
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