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Box 1

Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This Internationa! Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.:

2 1]

5 ]

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

Although claims 1-50 are directed to a method of treatment of the human/animal
body, the search has been carried out and based on the alleged effects of the
compound/composition.

Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions In this international application, as follows:

1.

o []

see additional sheet

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all
searchahle claims.

As alf searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report

covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it Is covered by claims Nos.:
Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (1)) (July 1998)
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims: 1-14 (partially), 15-34 and 49-50 (partially)

The use of compounds according to formula of claim 1 for
treating intra ocular pressure, optionally combined with a
prostaglandin, a beta adrenergic antagonist, an adrenergic
agonist, a cholinergic agonist or a carbonic anhydrase
inhibitor.

2. Claims: 1-14 (partially), 35-38 and 49-50 (partially).
The use of compounds according to formula of claim 1 for
treating edema, optionally combined with a diuretic.

3. Claims: 1-14 (partially), 39-40 and 49-50 (partialiy).
The use of compounds according to formula of claim 1 for
treating altitude sickness, optionally combined with a
carbonic anhydrase inhibitor.

4. Claims: 1-14 (partially), 41-44 and 49-50 (partially).
The use of compounds according to formula of claim 1 for the
treatment of periodic paralysis, optionally combined with
potassium.

5. Claims: 1-14 (partially), 45-48 and 49-50 (partially)
The use of compounds according to formula of claim 1 for the

treatment of cystine calculi or uric acid calculi,
optionally combined with a diuretic.
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Continuation of Box I.2

Present claims 1, 14, 20, 21 and 23 relate to a Targe number of undefined
compounds in terms of "a prodrug thereof" (claims 1 and 14), "a
prostaglandin" (claims 20 and 21) and "a prostaglandin analog" (claims
20, 21 and 23) . In fact, the claims contain so many options that a lack
of clarity and conciseness within the meaning of Article 6 PCT arises to
such an extent as to render a meaningful search of the claims impossible.
In addition, present claims 1-50 relate to an extremely Targe number of
possible compounds. In this respect, it should especially be referred to
the definition of "X" in the formula of claims 1-3 resulting in to a
Targe number of structurally different compounds. Support within the
meaning of Article 6 PCT and disclosure within the meaning of Article 5
PCT is to be found, however, for only a very small proportion of the
compounds claimed. In the present case, the claims so lack support, and
the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over the
whole of the claimed scope is impossible.

Furthermore, present claims 16-19, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32 and 33 relate to a
combination preparation in which the second agent defined by reference to
a desirable characteristic or property, namely "an aqueous humor
modulating agent" (claims 16-19), "a prostagiandin FP receptor
antagonist" ( claim 24), "a beta adrenergic antagonist" (claim 26), "an
adrenergic agonist™ (claim 28), "cholinergic agonist" (claim 30) and "a
carbonic anhydrase inhibitor or a carbonic anhydrase inhibitor I, II or
Iv)isosyme inhibitor" (claims 32 and 33), or "a diuretic" (claims 37 and
47).

The claims cover all compounds having this characteristic or property,
whereas the application provides support within the meaning of Article 6
PCT and disclosure within the meaning of Article b PCT for only a very
Timited number of such compounds. In the present case, the claims so Tack
support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful
search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. Independent of
the above reasoning, the claims also lack clarity (Articie 6 PCT). An
attempt is made to define the compound by reference to its
pharmacological profile. Again, this Tack of clarity in the present case
is such as to render a meaningful search over the whole scope of the
claims impossible.

Consequently, the search of the invention has been carried out for those
parts of the application which do appear to be clear and concise, namely
to those parts relating to the compounds as defined by the formula in
claim 5 with A = a condensed or non condensed pyrazole, an imidazole, a
1,3-oxazole and a 1,2-oxazole in relation to the treatment of elevated
intra ocular pressure, edema, altitude sickness, periodic paralysis,
cystine calculi or uric acid calculi, optionally in combination with the
specific compounds described in claims 22, 25, 27, 29, 31, 34, 38, 40, 44
or 48.

The applicant’s attention 1is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
js advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
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preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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