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UNITED STATES 
1,455.2 

PATENT OFFICE 
FELIX G. KAPELMAN, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

COBINATION CHAIR, 

Application filed April 18, 

To all whom it may concern: , 
Be it known that I, FELIX G. KAPELMAN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing in 
New York city, in the county of Bronx and , 
State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful improvements in Combina 
tion Chairs, of which the following is a 
specification. 
This invention relates to an improved con 

vertible chair, the object of the invention 
being to provide an article of this character 
which, while capable of use as an ordinary 
chair. can be readily converted into a com 
mode, and especially a commode for the use 
of children. . 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view, which will appear as the description 
proceeds, the invention consists in the novel 
features of construction and combination of 
parts which will be more fully, described 
hereinafter and particularly pointed out in 
the claims. 
In the drawings accompanying and form 

ing part of this specification: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the chair 

showing the chair bottom in and out of 
chair-forming position in full and dotted 
lines, respectively; 

Fig.2 is a sectional side elevation, showing 
the chair arranged for use as a commode, 
and 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary bottom plan view 
showing the means for guiding and Support 
ing a vessel beneath the commode opening, 
the vessel being illustrated in dotted and 
full lines respectively at the beginning and 
end of its insertion beneath the commode. 
The same characters of reference designate 

the same parts in the different figures of the 
drawings. 

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates 
a chair, the frame of which may be of any 
ordinary construction. The chair is pro 
vided with a removable bottom 2, which may 
be either solid or cane seated as shown in 
Figs. 1 and 2, said bottom being hinged, as 
shown at 3, to the underside of the rear 
frame member 4 of the chair, as shown in 
Fig. 2. For securing the chair bottom 2 in 
its seat-forming position, a spring latch 5 is 
provided, preferably of U-shape as shown 
in Fig. 3, so as to afford support for the 
chair bottom at two points. The latch is 
secured to the underside of the front mem 
ber 6 of the frame of the chair by means 
of a pair of staples or eye bolts 7, one leg 
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of the latch passing through each eye and 
the latch being normally maintained in pro 
tracted or latching position by means of a 
air of coil springs 8, one encircling each 
eg and placed under tension between the 
eye bolt and a collar 9 secured on the tes 
of the latch. A hook 10 is formed on the 
connecting member between the latch legs, 
for permitting withdrawal of the latch 
thereby to release the chair bottom and allow 
it to Swing into the position shown in Fig. 2. 
In the present instance a supplemental 

bottom or commode-forming member 11 is 
provided, having the usual central opening 
12 of a size adapted to comfortably fit the 
body of the user. A pair of brackets 13 are 
secured to the underside of this supplemental 
bottom one at the front and the other at the 
rear end of the central opening, said brackets 
being rabbeted, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, 
to form a guideway for the flange at the up 
per end of a vessel 14, a similarly-rabbeted 
member 15 being also secured to the under 
side of the commode seat to prevent the ves 
sel from passing out of a linement with the 
opening 12. 
When the chair is to be used as a commode, 

the chair bottom is released from the posi 
tion shown in Fig. 1 and permitted to Swing 
into the position shown in Fig. 2, whereupon 
the commode seat is placed in the opening in 
the frame, with its rear end resting on what 
is now the upper edge of the chair bottom 
and its front end on the legs of the latch 5. 
The vessel can then be readily placed with 
its flange in the guide grooves formed by 
the brackets 13 and slid under the commode 
seat until its strikes the stop 15. After the 
vessel has been used, it is withdrawn, the 
commode seat removed and the chair botto: 
swung back into place and the latch released 
so as to slide thereunder and retain it in 
chair-forming position. 
While have described in detail the struc 

ture herein illustrated it is to be understood 
that I do not thereby limit my invention to 
the precise features of construction show in 
as I am aware that many mechanical changes 
and modifications may be made therein 
without departing from the spirit of the in 
vention or the scope of the claims appended 
hereto. 
Having thus described any invention. I 

claim: 
1. A convertible chair, comprising a. 

frame having a seat opening therein, a bot 
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opposite side of the opening. 

tom secured to said frame and movable into 
and out of said opening, a removable bot 
tom adapted to fit said opening, said first 
bottom when out of the opening being 
adapted to support the removable bottom 
at one side of the opening, and means for 
supporting either of said bottoms at the 

2. A convertible chair, comprising a 
frame having a seat opening therein, a bot 
tom hingedly secured to said frame and 
adapted to close said opening, a removable 
bottom adapted to fit said opening, said first 
bottom when out of closing position being 
adapted to support the removable bottom 
at one side of the opening, and means for 
supporting either of said bottoms at the 
opposite side of the opening. . . . 

3. A convertible chair comprising a 
frame having a seat opening therein, a bot 
tom hinged to said opening at . One side 
thereof and adapted to be swung on its 
hinges into position to close the opening, 
spring-actuated means for supporting said 
bottom at the side opposite from its hinges, 
means for releasing said supporting means 
thereby to permit the bottom to swing out of 
closing position, and a removable bottom 
adapted to fit said opening and to be sup 
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ported therein by said spring actuated means 
and said hinged bottom. 

4. A convertible chair, comprising a 
frame having a seat opening therein, a bot 
tom secured to said frame and movable into 
and Out of said opening, a removable bot 
tom adapted to fit said opening, a vessel re 
taining means located upon said removable 
bottom, said first bottom when out of the opening being adapted to support the re 
movable bottom at one side of the opening, 
and means for supporting either of said 
bottoms at the opposite side of the opening, 

5. A convertible chair comprising, a 
frame having a seat opening therein, a bot 
tom for normally closing said opening and 
movable to position for unclosing the open 
ing, and a removable bottom adapted to fit 
said opening in the absence of the first bot 
tom; the first bottom when moved to posi 
tion for unclosing said opening providing 
means for supporting the second bottom 
when the same is in position for fitting the 
opening. 

FELIX G. KAPELMAN. 
Witnesses: - 

H. D. PENNEY, 
ACHILLEs RovEGNO. 
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