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To all whon, it may concern 
Be it known that we, SAMUEL J. NEU 

GROSCHL,ISRAELNEUGROSCHL, and CHARLES 
WALTERS, of New York city, New York, have 

5 invented an Improved Letter-Clasp, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to a clasp by which 

letters may be quickly bunched into packages 
of different sizes. r 

Io The clasp is so constructed that it will ex 
ert a spring-pressure upon the letters, and 
thus retain them in place without the use of 
any locking mechanism. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

I5 a perspective view of our improved letter 
clasp. Fig. 2 is an elevation, partly in sec 
tion, thereof; and Fig. 3, a detail section on 
line 33, Fig. 2. 
Our improved clasp is composed essentially 

2O of two rectangular wire frames a ca', of which 
the frame Cl is somewhat narrower than the 
frame a', so that it may be received within 
the same. Each of the frames ct a' is divided 
at its center and there connected to a drum 

25 bb', of which the outer drum, b', is of a size 
to receive or telescope the inner drum, b, the 
whole forming a joint. Through the drums 
bb' extends a pivot c, free to turn in a central 
perforation of drum b, but having a squared 

3O head c', that engages a squared opening of 
drumb', so that the rotation of the drum will 
cause a corresponding rotation of the pivot. 
A helical spring d, incased within drumb, is 

at one end connected to said drum and at the 
other end connected to the pivot c. 35 

If the frames a. a' are opened, the springs 
will be put under tension and Will have a 
tendency to again close the frames. Thus 
letters A, which are slipped in between the 
frames, will be tightly held in place without 
regard to the number of such letters and with 
out the use of any locking mechanism. 
The jaws of either one or both of the frames 

may be corrugated, as shown at a, to assist 
the springs in holding the letters in place. 45 
What we claim is 
1. The combination of a pair of frames turn 

ing one within the other, with a pair of tele 
scoping spring-drums secured to the center 
of such frames, substantially as specified. 5o 

2. The combination of frames a, a', turning 
one within the other, with telescoping spring 
drums b, b', a squared pivot c, and a spring 
secured to such pivot and to the drumb, sub 
stantially as specified. 55 

3. The combination of a pair of frames turn 
ing one within the other and having corru 
gated jaws With a pair of spring-drums for 
pivotally connecting said frames, substan 
tially as specified. 
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