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Claim. 

My present invention relates to an improved 
fire screen or guard of the portable and foldable 
type adapted to be supported from an exterior 
of a building wall to prevent fire damage to the 
building in the event of fire in an adjoining 
building. 
The screen or guard comprises hinged panels 

forming sections of sheet metal supported from 
suspending cables and may be normally retained 
in folded position on the ground and raised and 
unfolded as may be neceSSary. 
The usual normal size of the guard may be in 

creased by the addition of other Sections for use 
on tall buildings and Securing means are Supplied 
for the extra Sections. 
In the accompanying drawings I have illus 

trated one complete example of the physical emi 
bodiment of my invention according to the best 
mode I have thus far devised, but it Will be under 
stood that various changes and alterations may 
be made in the exemplified structure within the 
Scope of the appended claim. 
In the dra WingS: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the Screen or 

guard of my invention. 
Fig. 2 is an end elevational view showing the 

Screen folded for storage or transportation. 
Fig. 3 is a sectional view at line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail view in perspective 

of the fastener for the extra Sections. 
Referring now to the drawings wherein I have 

illustrated the present preferred embodiment of 
my invention, I use a plurality of relatively light 
metal Sections each made up of panels 2 having 
co-acting hinge loops 4 and 6 through Which is 
passed pin 8. 
Suspending cables may be passed through a 

pair of slots or holes 2 in the top panel, and it 
will be seen that the lower panel of each Section 
is fashioned with a lip 4 between the hinge joints 
which projects upwardly and overlaps an adjoin 
ing upper panel, to close the opening between 
panels and prevent paSSage of fire or burning 
embers therethrough. The Screen may include 
a suitable number of Sections permanently hinged 
and when lowered to the ground for storage they 
will fold upon each other as seen in Fig. 2 ready to 
unfold. When raised. 
Should it appear desirable or necessary addi 

tional detachable Sections, made up of hinged 
panels may be employed in the guard, by use of 
the holes or slots f2 in the panels and detachable 
locking devices, one of which is shown in Fig. 4. 
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In Fig. 1 where a number of the locking devices 
Or latch bolts are shown Supporting the detach 
able Section, it will be seen that each latch bolt 
has an anchoring croSS head 5, and as best seen 
in FigS. 3 and 4, a lateral arm 8 projects from 
the head with a bend at 2. So that the angular 
end 22 of the bolt depends below the head and 
arm, and terminates in a bevel edge 24. The 
bevel edge facilitates the insertion of the bolt 
through a pair of registering holes or slots 2, 2, 
in the panels, and the inserted bolt is turned to 
bring the leg 22 into close contact with one panel, 
While the croSS head bears against the other 
panel, to retain the two panels in close contact. 
From the above description it will appear that 

the Screen or guard of my invention may be used 
to COVer a portion or all of a building wall to 
prevent the Spread of fire, and may be hung in 
Various lengths as desired, and being formed of 
hinged, folding Sections, may be easily attached 
and Stored ready to be raised when needed. 

Having thus fully described my invention what 
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 
In a portable and foldable fire screen, the com 

bination. With horizontal panels arranged in pairs 
having laterally Spaced hinge joints and over 
lapped horizontal edges between the hinge joints, 
means for Suspending the Screen in effective posi 
tion, and the plane horizontal edges of two ad 
joining hinged panels also being overlapped, of 
angular fastening bolts passed through register 
ing slots in the overlapped plane edges, each said 
bolt having a retaining cross-head and a lateral 
arm, and a leg depending from the arm for 
coaction with the cross head in detachably fas 
tening together said plane edges. 
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