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Application field February

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Einag B. Erigsen, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
borough of Brooklyn, county of Kings, and

5 State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Racks for

Towels, Itc., of which the following is a

specification. : »

. My invention relates to racks which are
10 particularly adapted for use as towel racks

for use in bath rooms, kitchens, etc. My in-

vention is also adapted for carrying flexible

objects other than towels, with particular

reference to its use as an automobile robe
15 rack.

The invention comprises one or more fixed
rods or cross members over which towels and
other articles may be hung and a pivoted or
movable rod or cross member which is
adapted to carry other towels or flexible ar-
ticles, which may be swung upwardly into
a position in front of the fixed rod or rods,
in which position it is removably secured.
The movable rod may also be swung or
5 moved outwardly or downwardly into a dif-

ferent position in which the articles carried

by the rods are separated a greater distance
from each other.

Considerable advantages arise from this

30 construction. In the case of a towel rack

for bath rooms and the like, towels may be

mounted on the fixed rod or rods and on the

folding or movable rod when the latter is in

its lower, forwardly extending position. In

35 this position the various towels may readily

be removed from and replaced on the sup-

porting members. When a towel has been

used and replaced on the rack the movable

arm is swung or moved upwardly and rear-

40 wardly into its upper position in which it is

caught and held. In this position the towels

are compactly arranged close together and

close to the wall out of the way. There is

also a further and very distinct advantage

48 In that when so arranged the towels on the

20

front or movable rod may be made to en- -

tirely cover and conceal the towels on the

fixed rod or rods to the rear thereof. Thus,

a guest towel may be hung over the movable

80 rod and a-service towel, or a towel which is

somewhat rumpled from use, hung over the
rearward rod, out of sight.

For kitchen use several towels or dish-

cloths may be hung on each cross member

86 of the rack to be dried while the cross mem-
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bers are in their extended positidn. When
the towels are dried the movable arm is
swung 1nto its upright position leaving the

device in compact form. A similar device:

may effectively be used for an automobile
robe rack, it only being necessary to suffi-
ciently secure the movable arm in its upright
position to prevent the same from shaking
loose during the vibration of the automobile,

The objects of the invention consist in the
provision of improved devices and combina-
tions of parts for the purpose referred to as
will more fully be set forth hereinafter in
the following specification and the appended
claims.

In order that a clearer understanding of
the invention may be had attention is hereby
directed to the accompanying drawings
forming part.of this application and illus-
trating certain embodiments of the inven-
tion. In the drawings Fig. 1 represents a
front elevation of a towel rack, embodying
one form of my invention, in its closed po-
sition, showing the towels broken away.
Fig. 2 is an enlarged cross section taken on
line 2—2 of Fig. 1, Fig. 3 is an enlarged de-
tail view representing a partial end elevation
of one of the supporting brackets and arm
pivoted thereto, Fig. 4 is a section taken on
line 4—4 of Fig. 3, FFig. 5 is an enlarged sec-
tion, similar to that shown in Fig. 2, the
movable arms of the device being shown in
their outwardly extending or lower position,
Fig. 6 is a section taken on iine 6—6 of Fig.
5, Fig. 7 is a section similar to that shown in
Fig. 5, but of a modified form of device in
which three racks or supporting members
are used, Fig. 8 is a partial plan view of the
device shown in Fig. 7, looking in the direc-
tion of the arrows shown above Fig. 7, Fig.
9 is a view similar to that shown in Fig. 2
of a somewhat modified form of device and
Tig, 10 is a view similar to that shown in
Tig. 2 showing a further modification of the
device. '

Referring to the drawings I have illus-
trated a pair of brackets or side members
1, 1 which are adapted to be fastened perma-
nently to the wall 2. These members are
preferably made right hand and left hand
respectively and are shown as comprising
web portions 2! and outwardly extending
flanged portions 3. :

The flange portions 3 of the supporting
members are preferably extended forwardly
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or outwardly, at their upper ends as is
shown at 4, these forwardly extending ears
4 serving as bearings or supporting means
for the cross member 5 over which the
towels or other articles 6 may be hung. The
rod or cross member 5 is rigidly secured to
the ears 4 in any suitable manner such for
example as that shown in Fig. 6. As there
shown the cross member 5 may be in the
form of a tube having each end thereof abut
against the inner surface of one of the
ears 4, a cylindrical block 7 being mounted
within the end of the tubular member 5,
this block having a screw threaded opening
therein. A screw 8 is secured into this
threaded opening, through a suitable open-
ing in the ear 4, screw 8 having a shoulder
9 and a head or knob 10 on the outer side of
the ear 4 so that each screw may be ad-
justed into position to firmly bind cross
member 5 to the said members at both sides.
The cross member 5 will thus serve to stiffen
the construction.

The flanges 8 of the side members are
preferably provided with forwardly ex-
tending portions 11 at their lower ends to
which the lower ends of the arms 12 are
pivotally connected. Preferably a pin and
slot connection is used for mounting cach
arm 12, the ear 11 of each side member be-
ing provided with a vertical slot 13 through
which extends a pivot pin 14 secured to the
artn 12. This pivot pin may be provided
with a head 15 at its outer end, which is
adapted to engage the outer surface of the
ear 11 adjacent to the slot, the pin having
its inner end riveted or otherwise suitably
secured to arm 12 as is shown at 16,

A rod or cross member 17 extends be-
tween and. is carried by the outer or free
ends of the arms 12. Rod 17 is secured in
any suitable way to the arms 12 as by means
of the screws 18 shown as extending through
the arms into the end portions of the rod or
cross member 17. The ends of the rod en-
gage against the inner surfaces of arms 12
and thus serve to stiffen the construction.
The arms 12 and the supporting side mem-
bers 1 may conveniently be made of sheet
metal. The rod 17 is adapted to carry one
or more towels 19.

Provision should be made for supporting
arms 12 in their outer or extended position.
This may suitably be accomplished by pro-
viding the forwardly extending ears 11 of

_ the side members with short horizontally

extending bottom flanges 20 which serve to
support arms 12 in horizontal forwardly
extending position.

Provision must be made for removably
securing arms 12 in their upper, approxi-
mately upright vosition, this means pref-
erably being one which automatically en-
gages when the arms are swung upwardlv
and disengages when a slight pressure is ex-
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ercised to swing the arms forwardly and
downwardly. This may readily be accom-
plished by the form of construction shown
in Figs. 2 and 5 in which the arms 12 arc
provided with rearwardly extending hook
portions 21. When arms 12 are swung up-
wardly and rearwardly hooks 21 will en-
gage over the fixed rod 5 adjacent the ends
thereof. With the construction shown, in
which the hooks are sufficiently long to ex
tend somewhat beyond the vertical centre
line of rod 5, a form of impositive lock will
thereby be provided since the pin and slot
connection at the bottom of arms 12 will en-
able hooks 21 to ride over the top of rod 5
and to be held thereon by the force of grav-
1tty. This construction 1s described by way
of example and not by way of limitation
since it will be obvious that hooks 21 might
be sprung into position over rod 5 or some
other form of suitable latching device used
for catching and holding the hooks, or the
upper end of arms 12, when the later reach
their upper position,

. The device so far described is illustrated
in Figs. 1 to 5 inclusive of the drawing. A
similar construction is shown in Fig. 9, in
which a glass shelf 22 is mounted about the
rack to support bottles or other articles.
In this case the forwardly extending ears, 4,
of the side brackets are provided with up-
wardly extending lugs 23 and the web por-
tions 2! of the brackets are provided with
upwardly extending lugs 24, the shelf being
secured on lugs 23 and 24. In all other re-
spects the construction may be the same as
that already described.

A further modification of my invention is
shown in Figs. 7 and 8 of the drawings. As
is there shown the stationary rack member
5 extends bhetween the forwardly extending
ears 4! of the side brackets 1* which are se-
cured to the vertical wall 2 in the same
manner as the brackets previonsly de-
seribed. The cross rod 5! in this case is
mounted part way between the web portions
2t of the brackets and the extreme forward
ends of the ears 4! instead of being mounted
adjacent to the forward ends of the ears
as in the case of the construction first de-
scribed.

In the construction shown in Figs. 7 and
8, the arms 12 are pivotally secured to the
lower ends of the forwardly extending
flanges of the side brackets as is indicated at
141, in the same manner as previously de-
scribed. In this case, however, a plurality
of cross rods or rack members extend be-
tween the arms 12'. As is shown in the
drawing, these cross rods may be, for exam-
ple. two in number, 17* and 172, the cross
rod 17t extending between the extreme for-
ward ends of the arms and the rod 172 ex-
tending between the arms at points situated
midway between the end of each arm. -
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The arms 12! are provided adjacent to
their ends with rearwardly extending hooks
21', Horizontal means are provided adja-
cent to the forward ends of the ears 4! over
which these hooks may engage when the
arms are swung upwardly and rearwardly
into their upright position. Such horizontal
means preferably take the form of a pair of
short studs 25 which are suitably secured to
ears 4! adjacent to-the forward ends of the
sare.

With this construction a number of towels
or other objects 6! may be hung over the sta-
tionary rack member 5 and towels 19' and
192 hung over the movable rack member 17*
and 17 The arms 12! are supported in
their horizontal forwardly extending posi-
tion by the short horizontal brackets or
ledges 20* which are formed at the bottoms
of the flanges 3* of the side brackets. When
the towels have been so positioned, the arms
12' may be swung upwardly and rearwardly
until hooks 21* engage studs 25 as is indicat-
ed in dotted lines in Fig. 7. With this con-

5 struction the towels hung on the cross rods

17* and 17° may readily be arranged to con-
ceal the towels which are hung over cross
rod 5. :

A somewhat different construction is
shown in Fig. 10 which is intended particu-
larly for use as an automobile robe rack.
The movable arms must be secured more
firmly to the stationary member in such a
case than in the case of a towel rack because
otherwise the vibration of the automobile
might disengage the same.

n the construction shown the forwardly
extending ears 4! of the side brackets are
provided with a stationary cross rack mem-
ber 5% at a point intermediate the forward
and rear ends of the ears 4* and with short
studs 252 adjacent to the outer ends of the
ears, the construction being similar in these
respects to that just described. The arms
122 are pivoted at their lower ends to the
brackets in a similar manner to that de-
scribed above and carry at their upper or
forward ends a cross rod 172,

The pivotal connections between the arms
12* and the lower ends of the brackets may
be made by means of pivot pins 142, the pin
and slot connections previously described be-
ing omitted. Arms 12 are provided near
their upper ends with spring hook members
26 which are adapted to spring over the
studs 252 into a firm engaging position when
the arms are swung upwardly and rear-
wardly into their upright positions. The
spring hook members 26 may be secured to
the arms by providing them with down-
wardly extending flanges 27 which are se-
cured to the upper portions of arms 122 by
means of pins or rivets 28. A cross rod 29
is also preferably provided to extend
through the arms and the lower ends of

B8

flanges 27 to stiffen and strengthen the con:
struction. Hooks 26* may also be provided
on arms 12° to engage over studs 252 as in
the previously described constructions, mem-
bers 26 and 26% acting together to hold the
movable member against disengagement.
With this form of my device, lap-robes or
overcoats or the like may be hung over the
cross rod 17* when the latter is swung for-
wardly. Arms 122 are then swung upward-
ly and rearwardly until the spring heok
memnbers 26 and hook member 26! engage
over studs 25% to firmly hold the movable
rack frame in position with the lap-robes,
etc., hanging closely adjacent to each other,
The rear ends 30 of the spring members 26
may be bent upwardly to. form handles
which may conveniently be drawn upwardly
to disengage members 26 from studs 252
It is thought that the operation of my de-

_vice will be entirely clear from the above

description. It will be noted that I have
provided a stationary rack frame and a mov-
able rack frame which may be swung or
otherwise moved from a lower extended po-
sition in which the articles may be hung
thereon into an upper or closed position in
which the articles hung thereon will extend
in front of the towels or other articles hung
on the stationary frame so as to conceal the
latter if that be desived. It should be un-
derstood that my invention is not limited to
the various forms of construction which
have been specifically described, but that the
same is as broad as is indicated by the ac-
companying claims.

What 1 claim is.

1. In a rack for towels and other articles,
the combination of suporting neans, a hori-
zontal rod fixedly secured therete, adapted
to have flexible articles hung over the same,
arms non-removably pivoted to said sup-
porting means, a horizontal rod carried by
the free ends of said arms, said supporting
means having abutment means to support
said arms in a lower forwardly extending
position whenever said arms are swung
downwardly and said arms being adapted to
swing upwardly and rearwardly into an up-
right position 1 which artcles on said sec-
ond rod will entirely conceal articles hung
on said first rod, the parts being so arranged
that said second rod, in its raised position,
will be at a height at least equal to that of
said first rod. and impositive locking means
for removably securing said arms in such
upright position.

2. In a rack for towels and other articles,
the combination of a fixed cross member,
adapted to support flexible articles, means
for supporting the same forwardly from
a vertical surface, arms non-removably
pivoted at their lower ends, below said fixed
cross member to said supporting means, a
cross member carried thereby, means on
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said arms, adapted to latch over said first
cross member, for removably securing said
arms in upright position with said second
cross member in front of and spaced from
said first cross member, and means for sup-
porting said arms in a second position, with
snid second cross member at a lower level.

3, In a rack for towels and other articles,
the combination of a pair of side brackets, a
horizontal rod extending between the same,
g pair of arms, each non-removably pivot-
ally connected at its lower end to one of said
brackets, below said rod, a rod extending be-
tween the free ends of said arms, and means
on said arms adapted to hook over said first
rod, when said arms are swung upwardly
towards upright position, to secure the
same in position with said second rod in
front of and adjacent to said first rod.

4. In a rack for towels and other articles,
the combination of a stationary member,
adapted to be secured to a wall, comprising
supporting members and a cross rack mem-
ber, and a movable member comprising arms
non-removably pivoted to said supporting
members and a cross rack member, said
movable member being adapted to swing
from a lower, forwardly extending position
to an upper position in which said second
cross member is in front of said first cross
member, said movable member having hook
means adapted to removably secure the
same, in its upper position, to said sta-
tionary member.

5. In a rack for towels and other articles,
the combination of a stationary member,
comprising supporting members and a cross
rack member, and a movable member com-
prising arms non-removably pivoted to said
supporting members and a cross rack mem-
ber, said movable member being adapted to
swing from a lower, forwardly extending
position to an upper position in which said
second cross member is in front of said first

5 cross member, said movable member having

devices adapted to coact with said first cross
rack member to removably secure the same,
in its upper position, to said stationary mem-
ber, with said second cross rack member in
front of and adjacent to said first cross
rack member. :

6. In a rack for towels and other articles,
the combination of supporting means, a
horizontal rod fixedly secured thereto,
adapted to have flexible articles hung over
the same, arms non-removably pivoted to
said supporting means, a horizontal- rod
carried by the free ends of said arms, said
supporting means having abutment means
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to support said arms in a lower forwardly
extending position whenever said arms
are swung downwardly and said arms be-
ing adapted to swing upwardly and rear-
wardly into an upright position in which
articles on said second rod will entirel
conceal articles hung on said first rod,
the parts being so arranged that said sec-
ond rod, in its raised position, will be at a
height at least equal to that of said first rod,
and impositive locking means, including de-
vices carried by said arms, for removably
securing said arms in such upright position.
7. In a ratk for towels and other articles,
the combination of a stationary rack mem-
ber, adapted to be secured to a wall and to
support flexible articles, having supporting
brackets and horizontal means, spaced from

the wall, adjacent to the upper ends of said

brackets, and a movable member comprising
arms non-removably pivoted at their lower
ends to said brackets and a cross rack mem-
ber extending between the upper ends of
said arms, adapted to swing from a lower
position to an upper position in which
articles on said cross rack member will
hang in front of articles on said stationary
rack member, said movable member having
rearwardly-extending hooks adapted to hook
over said horizontal means on said station-
ary member, when said movable member is
in its upper position, to removably secure
said movable member in its upper position.

8. In a rack for towels and other articles,
the combination of a stationary rack mem-
ber, adapted to be secured to a wall and to
support flexible articles, having supporting
brackets and horizontal means spaced from
the wall, adjacent to the upper ends of said
brackets, and a movable member comprising
arms non-removably pivoted at their lower
ends to said brackets with a pin and slot
connection, and a cross rack member ex-
tending between the upper ends of said
arms, adapted to swing from a lower posi-
tion to an upper position in which articles
on said cross rack member will hang in
front of articles on said stationary rack
member, said movable member having hooks
adapted to hook over said horizontal means
on said stationary member when said arms
are swung upwardly and raised bodily a
slight distance, permitted by said pin and
slot connections. ' -

Signed at New York city, in the county
of New York and State of New York this
15th day of February A. D. 1921.

EINAR B. ERIKSEN.
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