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To all whom 4t may concern:

Be it known that I, Franxux G. Lixp-
say, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Scottdale, in the county of Westmoreland
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Music-Leaf Turners, of which the following
is a specification.

This invention relates to supports for
sheet music, and especially that type of such
devices which ave adapted to facilitate the
turning of the music with the least expendi-
ture of labor and time during the rendition
of the selection.

The invention consists of certain specific
novel features of construction hereinafter
fully described and claimed, and illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the de-
vice; Fig. 2 is a top plan of the same, cer-
tain parts being in slightly different posi-
tions from those indicated 1n Fig. 1; Fig. 3
is a horizontal sectional detail substantiaily
on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1; Fig. 4 is a trans-
verse detail taken substantially on the line
4—4 of Fig. 5, and Fig. 5 is a vertical sec-
tion on the line 5—75 of Fig. 4.

Throughout the following description and
on the several figures of the drawings simi-
lar parts ave reterred to by like reference
characters.

At 10 is indicated a main frame, which
may be of any desired size or configuration
and which may be made of any suitable ma-
terial consistent with the purposes in view.
Said frame is designed primarily to rest
loosely upon the usual music ledge of a
piano or a similar musical instrument and
to slightly incline against the front panel
thereof. Tt is to be understood however in
this connection that the frame may consti-
tute the main portion of an ordinary music
rack or that it may be so arranged as to
rest upon any other form of music support
now in use. As herein illustrated the frame
includes a forwardly extending ledge 11
upon which the stationary portions of leaves
of the music may rest in a manner quite
similar to the usual ledge or support of a
piano. Any leaf or leaves of the music in-
tended not to be turned may if desired be
secured in place by means of spring clips 12
connected to the frame. The frame prefer-
ably is made large enough to receive sheet

music of the maximum size and of course
will then accommodate sheets of small size
as well. /

A vertical rock shaft 13 is mounted sub-
stantially central of the frame and jour-
naled in the upper and lower bars 107 and
10”7 of the frame. Mounted upon the upper
end of the rock shaft are a pair of leaf sup-
ports. One of said supports includes an arm
14 adjustably connected to the upper end
of the shaft by means of a clamp 15 and
carrying adjustably near its outer end a
snap 16.. The snap is connected to a slotted
arm 16" which is adjustable vertically with
respect to the arm 14 by means of a set
screw 17, while the slotted arm is adjustable
along the arm 14 by means of a clamp 18 to
which the set screw 17 is connected. The
other music support consists of a short arm
19 having at its outer end a spring snap 20
and connected at its inner end to the rock
shaft 18 in a peculiar manner as will be
hereinafter fully described. A spool 21 is
secured to the rock shaft 13 at any desired
eievation by means of a set screw 21 which
is seated below the surface of the spool. The
arm 19 is split and is clamped around the
surface of the spocl 21 frictionally by means
of a screw 19. When the desired position
has been determined for the arm 19 the
spool will be securely clamped to the rock
shaft so as to always turn therewith, but the
frictional grip of the arm 19 upon the spool
by virtue of the screw 197 will be such that
the spool may turn independently of said
arm under certain conditions.

Any suitable mechanism may be employed
for rotating the rock shaft 13 and the leaf
supporting devices carried thereby. As
shown however the said rock shaft is pro-
vided near its lower end with a small pinion
992 with which meshes an arc-shaped rack 23
rigidly connected to a lever 24, said rack and
lever being pivoted at 24" upon a bracket
95 carried by the main frame. The Jever 24
is of the first class and is adapted to be
pushed by the thumb or finger of the per-
former applied to either end thereof and
when swung in this way upon the pivot 24'
the rack 23 will rotate the shaft 13 through
approximately 180°, swinging the arm 14
from one side of the frame to the other, and
when thus swung the parts will remain sta-
tionary until the lever 24 is operated in a
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reverse direction by application of the thumb
or finger to its other end.

The operation of the device is substan-
tially as follows: .\ sheet of music to be
turned is fastened to the snaps 16 and 20,
the inner edge of the sheet coinciding sub-
stantially with the central line of the frame.
The sheet thus connected to the movable
parts will ordinarily be at the right side of
the frame at the beginning of the perform-
ance and the left end of the lever 24 will
be substantially against the frame. Upon
pressing the right end of the lever 24 the
music will be swung over upon the left side
of the frame, such movement requiring a

very slight pressure upon the lever and yet’

being accomplished quickly and without
any danger of disturbing the music. Ifrom
the location of the rock shaft 13 with ve-
spect to the frame it will be observed that
the short arm 19 will swing through a
shorter ave than will the arm 14 and its snap
16. The arm 19 or its snap 20 is intended
to strike aguinst the upper bar 10" of the
frame or a plate 10* therveon shortly before
the arm 14 completes its movement. The
primary purpese for this construction is for
the arm 19 and its peculiar frictional con-
nection with the rock shaft 13 to constitute
a budler or checking means to check the im-
pact of the sheet of music and the heavier
and longer arm 14 against the frame or the
instrument upon which the {frame is resting.
As noted in Iig. 2 the arm 14 is presumed to
be swinging in the direction indicated by
the arrow and the arm 19 has practically
reached the end of its throw and is about
to strike the plate 10®. The degree of fric-
tion between the arm 19 and the spool 21
will of course be determined in accordance
with the personality of the performer and
will be varied according to the amount of
force employed in operating the lever 24
A further advantage of the peculiar re-
Iationship between the music holders 14 and
19 and the means for swinging them is that,
as above set forth, the support 19 carries
with it the inner edge of the sheet in a plane
in advance of the plane of the longer sup-
port 14, whereby less resistance to the air
1s set up against the sheet of music tending
to cause it to bag.

The entire device is intended to be con-
structed of such materials or colors as will

978,043

harmonize with the instrument upon which
it is to be used. The rear and lower por-
tions of the frame which are likely to come
into contact with the polished surface of the
piano should be provided with strips of
baize or felt 26 to prevent marring of the
piano.

I claim:—

1. In a device of the chavacter set forth,
the combination of a main frame, an up-
right rock shaft journaled therein, music
holders adjustably connected to the upper
end of said rock shaft for the support of a
single sheet of musie, means to rotate the
roclke shaft to swing the music, one of said
holders Dbeing shorter than the other and
movable in a plane in advance of the longer
holder, and means associated with the
shorter holder to control the swinging move-
ment thereof.

2. In a device of the character set forth,
the combination of a stationary frame, a
rock shaft journaled in the upper and lower
portions thereof, an arm clamped to the up-
per end of said rock shaft, a music holding
snap adjustable vertically and longitudi-
nally along said arm, another arm connected
to the rock shaft, a second music holding
snap connected to the latter arm, the latter
arm being movably held on the rock shaft
by friction and controlled in its relation to
the shaft by engagement with said frame,
and means to rotate the rock shaft.

3. In a device of the character set forth,
the combination of a frame having upper
and lower horizontal bars, a rock shaft jour-
naled in said bars, means connected to the
lower bar for rotating said rock shaft, a
spool clamped to the rock shaft above the
upper bar, an arm frictionally connected to
sald spool and adapted to impinge against
the said upper bar, and a second arm con-
nected to the rock shaft and adapted to
swing therewith through a greater angle
than the first mentioned arm, both of said
arms codperating to support a single music
sheet.

In testimony whereof T affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses,

FRANKLIN G. LINDSAY.

Witnesses:
G. L. BerLeg,
Hvomr M. StERLIXG.
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