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To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, James A, PatTON, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Wil-
liamsport, in the county of Liycoming and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Buckle, of which the following is a
specification. o

This invention relates to buckles, and is de-
signed to provide an improved device of this
character capable of being readily applied and
removed with respecttoa strap and also capa-
ble of being conveniently adjusted thereon.

It is a further object of the invention to
particularly adapt the buckle for use as a
suspender-buckle, although it will of course
be understood that it is also capable of use in
other relations.

With these and other objects in view the
present invention consists in the combina-
tion and arrangement of parts, aswill be here-
inafter more fully described, shown in the
accomsanying drawings, and particularly

out in the appended claims, it being
understood that changes in the form, propor-
tion, size, and minor details may be made
within the scope of the claims without de-
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of
the advantages of the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva-~
tion of a buckle of the present invention ap- -

plied to a suspender-strap. Fig. 2 is a detail
perspective view of the buckle looking at the
front thereof. Tig. 3is a view similar to Fig,
1 looking at the back of the buckle. Fig. 4
is a longitudinal sectional view taken on the
line 4 4 of Fig. 3. Fig. 5is a cross-sectional
view taken on the line 5 5 of Fig. 3. Fig. 61is
an elevation with the members of the buckle
opened to their limits.

Like characters of reference designate cor-
responding parts in each and every figure of
the drawings.

The buckle of the present invention em-
bodies a back member 1, which is provided
at its lower end with an integral loop 2 for
the support of a suspender’s end when the
buckle is to be used in connection with a
pair of suspenders. Extending transversely
across the upper portion of the back-plate
member 1 is a slot oropening 3, with its upper
edge bent inwardly and formed into a toothed
rib or projection 4. A front-plate member 5
is carried by the back plate and is connected
thereto by means of a suitable pivotal or
hinged joint 6, whereby the front plate is ca-
pable of being folded against the inner or

front side of the back plate and is substan-
tially of the same size and shape as the back
plate with the exception that it is not pro-
vided with an extension corresponding to the
loop 2. Thisfront-plate member is provided
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with a transverse slot or opening 7, with the

lower edge of the slot bent inwardly and
formed into a toothed rib or projection 8,
spaced from and in substantial parallelism
with the other rib 4.

Upon one of the members of the buckle,
preferably the back member, is a swinging
catch or keeper 9, which is pivoted at one
end, as at 10, to the rear side of the back
member near the lower end of its outer free
edge and is provided with an intermediate
hook-shaped projection or lip 11, which is ca-
pable of embracing the free edge of the front
member when the catch or keeper is swung
inwardly alongside the back member of the
buckle. '

When the buckle is fitted to a strap, it is
first opened upon its hinged joint and the
strap 12 received between the front and back
members, after which the latter are closed
upon the strap and the catch or keeper is
swung inwardly to embrace the free edges of
the buckle members, and thereby force the
toothed ribs or projections 4-and 8 into inti-
mate engagement with opposite sides of the
strap, and thereby clamp the buckle snugly
thereon. By swinging the catch or keeper
out of engagement with the front member of
the buckle the latter may be opened or
swung away from the strap to permit of the
buckle being adjusted longitudinally of the
strap or removed therefrom in a very simple
and expeditious manner.

An important advantage of the present
buckle resides in the location of the catch or
keeper 9 opposite the hinge 5, whereby the
top and bottom edges of the buckle are unob-
structed so as not to interfere with the strap
and the latter does not interfere with the re-
leasing of the catch. Moreover, when the
catch is released the entire buckle is released
from the strap without further manipulation
of any other part or parts of the buckle,
whereby the buckle may be readily released
and removed at will.

Having thus described the construction
and operation of my invention, what I claim
as new, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— v

1. A buckle comprising a

air of Flates
pivoted together and movable laterall
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open position and each provided with an in-
tegral inwardly-extending projection adapt-
ed to engage the opposite sides, respectively,
of a strap, and a catch pivoted to the free end
of one of said plates and adapted to engage
the end of the adjacent plate for locking said
plates in closed position.

2. A buckle comprising a pair of plates
pivoted together and movable laterally to
open position and each provided with a
transverse slot having one wall thereof bent
laterally to form a projection adapted to en-
gage the opposite sides, respectively, of a
strap, and a catch pivoted to one of the
plates and adapted to engage the adjacent
plate for locking said plates in closed posi-
tion.
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3. A buckle comprising front and back
plates having a hinge connection, a catch
pivoted to the rear-side of the back plate ad-
jacent the edge of the plate which is opposite
the hinge and having a lip to embrace the
free edges of the plates and clamp the same
together, one end of the back plate having a
transverse slot and a loop projecting from
the slotted end of the plate.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JAMES A. PATTON.

Witnesses:
P. B. HuLixg,
GrorGcE W. HARDER.
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