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9 Claims. (CL 20-15) 
This invention relates to a device for assem 

bling boards or panels in position and particu 
larly pertains to a unit assembly for fastening 
ceiling, panel, or partition boards in position in a 

The unit com 
prises parts which may be readily connected and 
disconnected, and are adapted for use with panels 

building or similar structure. 

of any design. 
Generally described, the invention comprises a 

unit assembly composed of a base member that 
may be attached to a foundation, studding, or any 
frame work to which panels are to be applied. 
The base member is provided with a socket to re 
ceive a spring clip attached to a finishing strip, 
whereby the strip may be readily applied and re 
moved without using nails, screw, or other means 
of attachment. The base member may also be 
provided with a seating portion, preferably resil 
ient, on which the panels may be seated and 
Supported. The base member and finishing strip, 
with suitable cooperating means for automati 
cally locking together are indispensible elements 
of the assembly. Other means, if desired, may 
be employed to more securely hold the panels in 
place. 
For a better understanding of the invention, 

reference may be made to the accompanying 
drawing, in which 

Fig. 1 is an elevational view of a section of a 
partition wall embodying the invention and show 
ing different steps of assembling the unit; 

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view on line 2-2 of 
Fig.1; - 

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view on line 3-3 of 
Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view on line 4-4 of 
Fig. 1; 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a holding clip; 
and Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the spring clip 
for securing the finishing panel. 

Referring specifically to the drawing in which 
like numerals are used to designate like parts, 
numeral designates panels or wall boards em 
ployed for finishing the walls or ceilings of a 
building between conventional spaced apart 
wooden stud or joist members 2 of a building 
structure. These members could be metal or 
other suitable material as well as wood if desired, 
They merely typify the frame work of any parti 
tion or wall to be paneled. 
A base member 3 may be attached to each of 

the Spaced apart studs or to those which are to 
Support the ends of the panels, and the panels 
usually are of standard width to bridge and span 

portion f2 seating between the terminal portions 

the Space between two adjacent joists. Member 
3 may be conveniently attached by bolt means 4 
projected therethrough and through the stud with 
a clamp nut 5 Screwthreaded on the end of the 
bolt to draw the head of the bolt against mem- 5 
ber 3. This, too, is merely representative of any 
suitable fastening means as it is immaterial how 
the member 3 is attached to the joist. The base 
member is formed of relatively light metal having 
its opposite side edges folded back at 6 to extend 
substantially parallel with the portion 7 for a 
distance and then bent in to form spaced apart 
terminals 8 to provide, a socket 9 therebetween, 
converging into a constricted neckportion. Thus 
the portions 6 provide yieldable or resilient sup 
porting ledges for seating the side margins of 
the panel and with the terminals 8 spaced to 
abut the edges of the panels. 
After these base members are secured in posi 

tion upon the stud members, the panels are put 
in place with the margins of one face side seated 
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upon the ledges of the base member, then means 
can be applied for holding the panels in posi 
tion. This means may be in the form of a hold 
ing clip. O attached to the studding by means 
of a nail or screw f. Any number of these may 
be employed. ... ( . 
This holding strip may be of any desirable 

form but is preferably formed with an embossed 
30 

8 on the base member. On the other side of the 
embossment is a recess f3 in which the screw 
head may be received. The ends f4 extend from 
this embossed portion to project over the outer 
margin of the adjacent edges of two adjacent 
panels, thereby holding the panels securely in 
place upon the base member. 
The panels having been secured in place, a 

finishing strip 5 of any desired shape may be 
used to cover the joint between adjacent panels. 
Means are preferably provided on the finishing 
strip to permit ready assembly and disassembly. 
The finishing strip may have one side plain and 
the other, side provided with flanges 6 to abut 
against the faces of the panels. 
At a midportion on the underside of the finish 

ing strip, spring clips may be attached by any 
suitable means f8 such as a rivet. This clip 
means is of light metal material with the sides 
9 bent at an angle to a base portion 20 to con- 50 
form substantially with the inclination of por 
tions 8 on the base member, so that it may be 
sprung into the socket therebetween. Any rum 
ber of these clips may be provided at spaced in 
tervals on the finishing strip or the clip may be 55 
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a continuous piece. In either form, the finish 
ing strip may be readily applied by merely press 
ing the spring clips so that they will be snapped 
or sprung into the socket between the terminal 
portions of the base member and may also be 
readily disengaged by pulling the clip member 
from the Socket. This assembly unit permits the 
panels to be readily assembled and disassembled 
without the use of any permanent fastening 
means such as Screw, nails or the like. 
The holding. clips 0 are preferably used in 

order to more permanently secure the panels in 
place, but if the finishing strips are alone desir 
able for holding the panels in place the hold 
ing strips may be dispensed with. Whether they 
Or some other form of attachment be used, they 
are covered and concealed by the finishing strip 
which provides complete coverage for the joints. 
While one embodiment has been described in 

detail for showing how the invention may be 
carried out, there may be various changes in de 
tails of construction without departing from the 
spirit of the invention. . 

I claim: 
1. A panel fastening unit adapted to be mount 

ed on a foundation member comprising a base 
member having ledge portions for Seating the 
edges of a panel and means for spacing apart 
adjacent panels and providing yieldable walls 
of a socket, a clip to hold the edges of the panel 
on the ledge portions of the base member, a 
finishing strip covering the space between the 
panels, and a clip attached to the finishing strip 
adapted to snap into the socket of the base 
member. 

2. A panel fastening unit adapted to be mount 
ed on a foundation member comprising a base 
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member having flexible ledge portions for seat 
ing the edges of a panel and means for spacing 
apart adjacent panels and providing yieldable 
Walls of a socket, a clip to hold the edges of the 
panel on the ledge portions of the base member, 
a finishing strip covering the space between the 
panels, and a finishing strip provided with a 
Spring clip adapted to Snap into the Socket of 
the base member. 

3. A panel fastening unit adapted to be mount 
ed on a foundation member comprising a base 
member of flexible metal having retroverted 
resilient ledge portions for seating the edges of 
a panel and terminal portions spaced apart to 
provide a socket, a clip to hold the edges of the 
panels on the ledge portions of the base member, 
and a finishing strip provided with means adapt 
ed to Snap into the Socket of the base member. 

4. A panel fastening unit adapted to be mount 
ed on a foundation member comprising a base 
member of flexible metal having retroverted 
ledge portions for seating the edges of a panel 
and yieldable terminal portions disposed at an 
angle to the ledge portions to provide a socket, 
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a clip to hold the edges of the panel on the ledge 
portions of the base member, a finishing strip, 
and a clip attached to the finishing Strip adapted 
to snap into the socket of the base member. 

5. A panel fastening unit adapted to be mount 
ed on a foundation comprising a base member 
having yieldable ledge portions terminating in 
spaced apart angularly disposed terminals to 
provide a resilient socket and to Separate the 
edges of adjacently laid panels, Spaced apart 
clip means spanning the socket and overlapping 
the edges of adjacent panels for holding same in 
position, and a finishing strip having a means 
adapted to Snap into the Socket. 

6. A panel fastening unit adapted to be mount 
ed on a foundation comprising a base member 
having resilient ledge portions terminating in 
spaced apart angularly disposed terminals to 
provide a socket and separate the edges of ad 
jacently laid panels, Spaced apart clip means 
spanning the socket and overlapping the edges 
of adjacent panels for holding same in position, 
and a finishing strip having a resilient means 
adapted to be sprung into the Socket. 

7. A panel fastening unit adapted to be mount 
ed on a foundation comprising a base member 
having yieldable ledge portions terminating in 
spaced angularly disposed terminals to provide 
a resilient socket and to separate the edges of 
adjacently laid panels, a holding clip adapted to 
bridge the spaced apart portions of the base 
member and be secured to the foundation for 
holding the adjacent edges of the panels against 
the edge portions, and a finishing Strip having a 
means adapted to snap into the Socket. 

8. A panel fastening unit adapted to be mount 
ed on a foundation comprising a base member 
having resilient ledge portions terminating in 
Spaced apart angularly disposed terminals to 
provide a socket and separate the edges of ad 
jacently laid panels, a holding clip adapted to 
bridge the spaced apart portions of the base 
member and be secured to the foundation for 
holding the adjacent edges of the panels against 
the ledge portions, and a finishing strip having 
a resilient means adapted to be Sprung into the 
Socket. 

9. A wall construction comprising a base mem 
ber disposed between spaced apart Wall panels 
and provided with retroverted ledge portions 
spaced from the base member to resiliently sup 
port the wall panels, a fastening device provided 
in the base member between the ledge portions 
for securing the base member in place, a hold 
ing clip for securing the wall panels upon the 
ledges of the base member, and a finishing strip 
attached to the base member for covering the 
holding clip. 

CHARLES F. SPERRY. 
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