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“L”  document which may throw doubts on priotity claim(s) or which is step when the document is taken alone
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special reason (as specified) considered to involve an inventive step when the document is

“0”  document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means combined with one or more other such documents, such combination
“P”  document published prior to the international filing date but later than being obvious to a person skilled in the art
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Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages
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ZUPANCIC, Andreja et al., Influence of welan
concentration on rheological properties of
alumina dispersions in aqueous welan matrixes,
Progress and Trends in Rheology V, Proceedings
of the European Rheology Conference, 5th,
Portoroz, Slovenia, Sept. 6-11, 1998, p.322-323,
(abstract)ChAplus [online], US: American
Chemical Society[retrieved on 2016.09.01],
Retrieved from: STN, Accession No.1998:652931,
entire text

JP 2007-49908 A (Ina Food Industry Co., Ltd.),
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Box No. 11 Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. 111 Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet.

L |:| As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemational search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
1-2

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

Document 1: JP 2006-248887 A (DC Co., Ltd.), 21 September 2006
(21.09.2006), paragraph [0100] (Family: none)

Document 2: Rheol Acta, 2001, Vol.40, p.128-134, summary

Document 3: Progress and Trends in Rheology V, Proceedings of the
European Rheology Conference, 5th, Portoroz, Slovenia, Sept. 6-11, 1998,
p-322-323, (abstract)Chplus [online], Us: American Chemical
Society[retrieved on 2016.09.01], Retrieved from: STN, Accession
No.1998:652931, entire text

Document 4: JP 2007-49908 A (Ina Food Industry Co., Ltd.),01 March
2007 (01.03.2007),claims; example 25 (Family: none)

(Invention 1) claims 1-2

Document 1 (paragraph [0100]) describes "welan gum, which is known
as a rheology controller, has effects of thickening, dispersing,
stabilizing, emulsion-stabilizing, etc. Thus, welan gum per se is a
material having thixotropic properties".

Document 2 (Abstract) describes that, at sufficiently 1low
concentrations, welan forms aqueous weak gel matrices which can be
profitablyusedtoregulate the rheological properties of disperse systems
and improve their stability.

Document 3 describes that welan contributed to particle stabilization
of an alumina dispersion (see the whole text).

Document 4 describes welan gum-containing foods (Claims, Example 25,
etc.).

Claim 1 has no special technical feature, since thisclaimlacks novelty
in the light of the documents 1-3.

Further, claim 2 has no special technical feature, since this claim
lacks novelty in the light of the document 4.

Claims 1-2 are classified into Invention 1.

(Invention 2) claims 3-4

It is not considered that the claims 3-4 have a special technical
feature same as or corresponding to claims 1-2 which are classified into
Invention 1.

Further, claims 3-4 are not dependent on claim 1.

In addition, claims 3-4 have no relationship such that these claims
are substantially same as or equivalent to any claim classified into
Invention 1.

Consequently, claims 3-4 cannot be classified into Invention 1.

Claims 3-4, which have a special technical feature of a welan
gum-containing agent for preventing burst of fried foods, are regarded
as Invention 2.

(Invention 3) claims 5-6

It is not considered that claims 5-6 have a special technical feature
same as or corresponding to claims 1-2 classified into Invention 1 or
claims 3-4 classified into Invention 2.

Further, claims 5-6 are not dependent on either claim 1 or 3.

In addition, claims 5-6 have no relationship such that these claims
are substantially same as or equivalent to any claim classified into
Invention 1 or Invention 2.

Consequently, claims 5-6 cannot be classified into either Invention
1 or Invention 2.

Claims 5-6, which have a special technical feature of a welan
gum-containing fruit preparation, are regarded as Invention 3.

(Continued to next extra sheet)
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(Invention 4) claims 7-8

It is not considered that claims 7-8 have a special technical feature
same as or corresponding to claims 1-2 classified into Invention 1, claims
3-4 classified into Invention 2 or claims 5-6 classified into Invention
3.

Further, claims 7-8 are not dependent on any one of claims 1, 3 and
5.

In addition, claims 7-8 have no relationship such that these claims
are substantially same as or equivalent to any claim classified into
Invention 1, Invention 2 or Invention 3.

Consequently, claims 7-8 cannotbeclassified intoanyone of Inventions
1, 2 and 3.

Claims 7-8, which have a special technical feature of a welan
gum-containing acidicoil-in-water type emulsion seasoning, are regarded
as Invention 4.

(Invention 5) claims 9-10

Tt is not considered that claims 9-10 have a special technical feature
same as or corresponding to claims 1-2 classified into Invention 1, claims
3-4 classified into Invention 2, claims 5-6 classified into Invention
3 and claims 7-8 classified into Invention 4.

In addition, claims 9-10 are not dependent on any one of claims 1,
3, 5 and 7.

In addition, claims 9-10 have no relationship such that these claims
are substantially same as or equivalent to any claim classified into
Invention 1, Invention 2, Invention 3 or Invention 4.

Consequently, claims 9-10 cannot be classified into any one of
Inventions 1, 2, 3 and 4.

Claims 9-10, which have a special technical feature of a welan
gum-containing beverage having an enriched flavor imparted thereto, are
regarded as Invention 5.

(Invention 6) claims 11-12

It is not considered that claims 11-12 have a special technical feature
same as or corresponding to claims 1-2 classified into Invention 1, claims
3-4 classified into Invention 2, claims 5-6 classified into Invention
3, claims 7-8 classified into Invention 4, or claims 9-10 classified
into Invention 5.

In addition, claims 11-12 are not dependent on any one of claims 1,
3, 5, 7 and 9.

In addition, claims 11-12 have no relationship such that these claims
are substantially same as or equivalent to any claim classified into
Invention 1, Invention 2, Invention 3, Invention 4 or Invention 5.

Consequently, claims 11-12 cannot be classified into any one of
Inventions 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5.

Claims 11-12, which have a special technical feature of a layered
food that containswelanguminat least one layer, are regardedas Invention
6.

(Invention 7) claims 13-14

Tt is not considered that claims 13-14 have a special technical feature
same as or corresponding to claims 1-2 classified into Invention 1, claims
3-4 classified into Invention 2, claims 5-6 classified into Invention
3, claims 7-8 classified into Invention 4, claims 9-10 classified into
Invention 5 or claims 11-12 classified into Invention 6.

In addition, claims 13-14 are not dependent on any one of claims 1,
3, 5, 7, 9 and 11.

(Continued to next extra sheet)
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In addition, claims 13-14 have no relationship such that said claims
are substantially same as or equivalent to any claim classified into
Inventionl, Invention2, Invention3, Invention4, Inventionb5or Invention
6.

Consequently, claims 13-14 cannot be classified into any one of
Inventions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6.

Claims 13-14, which have a special technical feature of a welan
gum-containing agent for stabilizing fat-containing liquid foods, are
regarded as Invention 7.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (January 2015)
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