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ROBERT BLAKE, OF SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA.
Letters Patent No. 89,013, dated April 20, 1869. .

IMPROVEMENT IN BOX-OPENERS.
e —cr————

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

————————————

To whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ROBERT BLAKE, of Scranton, in
the county of Luzerne, and State of Pennsylvania,
have invented a certain new and improved Tool for
Opening Boxes, and other purposes; and I hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-

“tion of the same, reference being had to the accownpa-

nying drawings, which represent a perspective view of
a tool made in accordance with my invention.

“The ordinary tool employed for opening boxes, con-
sists of a bar, formed with a blade, and a bha,nk, or
handle, re. nuublmg in some respects, an ordinary
chisel; and, usually, the blade is divided, or provided
with a V-shaped slot, so that when it is driven be-
tween the box and cover to be removed, it may pass
around, or on each side of the nail by which the cover
is huld

When this ¢ bar box-opener” is used, it is very apt 130
split the cover, for reasons well known to those who
have occasion to employ such tools—oue of the prin-
cipal reasons being that the leverage can be applied
but in onesdirection.

The main object of my invension is to produce a box-

opener, in which the leverage may be applied in different:

directions, and the blade may be correspondingly tilted
or raised, s0 that the cover may be gradually looseued
and raised, without injury; and to this end my inveu-
tion may be stated to consist in combining, with the
blade, and shank; or handle of a box-opener, of ordi-
nary, or suitable construction, a sceond lever, or had-
die, placed at right angles to, bub in or paratlel with,
the plane of the blade, substantially as hercinatter de-
seribed.

In a tool made on this principle, the blude and its
shank, as well as the seceond lever, or handle, may be
coustructed so as to be used not only for opening boxes,
but for 1nany other purposes.

In the drawings—

A represents the bu\—opmun<r Dlade, in which a V-
shaped slot @ may, be formed as’'in Uldllld,l) box-open-
ers; and in this instance, the blade is also formed so
as to constitute a hatchet-blade.

B is the shank, or handle, fouming the prolongation
of the blade, and is shaped, at b, to fm‘m a ha,mmer-
head.

At right angles to the part B, but in the plane of
the blade A, is placed the aeu)nd handle, or lever C,
the lower uld of which may be provided with the (Jla,w
or nail- pullu ¢

In using the tool, the chisel or hatchet-end is driven
between the box and its cover, and the latter can then,
by the combined use of the two levers, or handles B
G, which cause the Dblade to be lifted or tilted both
sidewise and up and down, be trlzulu‘blly loosened and
detached without iujury. :

The tool may be made of iron and steel, or of iron
or steel, the blade and hammer, or chisel-head, being
properly tempered, or chilled, or east, and then an-
nealed, or remdered malleable.

The tool, when thus formed, is adwirably fitted to
be used for many purposes besides box-opening; but
some variations may be made in its construction with-
out departingTrom the principle of my-invention.

For instance, the blade may be made short and nar-

Tow, s0 as fo answer as a chisel and opener, or a hatch-

et-blade, and may be provided, or not, with the V-slot
a, as may be deemed wost desirable,

Again, the hammer-head b may be dispensed with,
the shanl being of the same size throughout its length,
and the claw ¢ can also be removed; but in every in-
stance it will be seen that the arrangement of the le-
vers, with respect to the blade, remains unchanged,
this constituting the most essential feature of my in-
ventiow.

What 1 cmm, therefore, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

A tool for opening boxcs, and for other purposes,
constructed substantially as herein deseribed.

In testinony wherdot, I have signed my name to
this specification, before two subseribing witnesses,

ROBT. BLAKE,.

Witnesses:

JAMES BLAKE,
Gro. Tobb.




