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This invention relates to sheet material cutting appara 
tuS. 
The main objects of this invention are: 
First, to provide a sheet material cutting apparatus 

adapted for cutting flexible fabric and sheets into strips 
of predetermined width and without tearing or fracturing 
the material otherwise than by the cuts and which re 
Suits in clean cut edges on the strips. 

Second, to provide an apparatus having the above ad 
Vantages which permits the operation of a cutter recipro 
cating blade driven at high speed. 

Third, to provide an apparatus having these advantages 
which is relatively simple and economical in structure and 
easily operated. 

Objects relating to details and econemies of the inven 
tion will appear from the description to follow. The in 
vention is defined and pointed out in the claims. 
A preferred embodiment of the invention is illustrated 

in the accompanying drawing, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an apparatus embody 

ing my invention in use position, certain parts being shown 
conventionally. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view with the sheet holder ap 
paratus in open position, a strip of fabric material being 
indicated in partially placed position, the slots for the cut 
ter blade being indicated by single lines in part. 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary view on a line corre 
sponding to line 3-3 of FIG. 1 with a fabric or sheet 
material conventionally illustrated in ciamping position in 
the apparatts prior to cutting. 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary view similar to that of FIG. 3 
illustrating the material in the device after it is cut. 

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view on a line corre 
Sponding to line 5-5 of FiG. 1, a cutting implement be 
ing illustrated by dotted lines. 

FIG. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary view generally cor 
responding to FIG. 3 of a modified form or embodiment 
of my invention, the modification being in the form of 
the material of the work clamp members. 

It should be understood that in the accompanying draw 
ing some of the cutter receiving slots in FC. i and the 
cutter receiving siots in FIG. 2 are indicated by single 
lines for convenience of illustration but they are open 
slots adapted to receive the reciprocating blade of the cut 
ter as will be hereinafter described. 
The embodiment of my invention illustrated is especial 

ly designed for cutting fabrics conventionally illustrated 
at in FGS. 2, 3 and 4. It should be further understood 
that the embodiment of my invention illustrated is a port 
able structure designed to be positioned upon a table or a 
like surface and comprises bar-like rear and front base 
members 2 and 3 of rectangular cross section. 
The bed member designated generally by the numeral 

4 comprises a plurality of laterally spaced parallel strips 
5 of rectangular section, these being spaced to provide 
parallel blade receiving slots 6. These members 5 are 
secured to the front and rear base members as by means 
of screws or nails, conventionally illustrated at 7. Up 
rights designated generally by the numeral 8 are mounted 
on the ends of the rear base member 2 to project upward 
ly therefrom, these being formed of angle iron strips dis 
posed in spaced relation to provide vertical slots 9 and 
fixedly secured to the ends of the rear base member by the 
fasteners it. 

in the embodiment illustrated the work camp ember 
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designated generally by the numeral ii is formed of a 
plurality of laterally spaced bar-like members 25 spaced 
to provide the slots G and fixedly secured at their rear ends 
to the rear cross bar 2 by means of fasteners conven 
tionally shown at 3. The rear cross bar 2 is provided 
with journals 4 which engage the vertical slots in the up 
rights 3 mounted on the rear base member. The clamp 
member units are connected at their front ends to the 
front cross bar 5 as by means of fasteners conventionaliy 
illustrated at ié. The work clamp member is held in work 
clamping position at its rear end by means of the coil 
spring i7, one end of which is fixedly connected to the 
rear base member 2 as by screws 8 and the other end to 
the top of the member 2 as by the screw 59. This spring 
serves the double purpose of holding the work clamp 
member in open position, as shown in FG. 2, and apply 
ing clamping stress thereto when adjusted to work clamp 
ing position as shown in other figures. 
The front base member 3 is provided with upwardly 

projecting springably yieldable keepers 253 which are con 
formed to retain and urge the work clamp member to 
work camping position, see FIG. 1. With this arrange 
ment of parts the work is clampingly engaged between 
the bed member and work clamp member. The slots 6 
of the bed member and work camp member are in vertical 
alignment, as illustrated, to receive the blade 23 of a cut 
ter apparatus designated generally by the numeral 22; and 
provided with a base plate 23 slidable upon the top of the 
work clainp member which is planar so that the cutter 
may be slidably manipulated from front to rear of the 
device with the blade projecting into a slot. The work is 
ciamped so that it is effectively cut without tearing. 

In the embodiment illustrated the slots are provided with 
enlargements 24 to facilitate the insertion of the cutter 
blade into the slots. 

in the embodiment shown in FIG. 6 the parts are func 
tionaily the same as in FIGS. 1 to 5 inclusive but the bed 
member 26 and the clamp member 27 are formed of 
piastic or molded material instead of being formed of 
wood. However, it is desired to point out the applicant 
has not conventionally illustrated the material used in 
FGS. 1 to 5 inclusive but the front and rear base mein 
bers and the parts of the bed member and the work clamp 
member may be formed of wood. 

I have illustrated and described my invention in a high 
ly practical embodiment thereof. have not attempted 
to illustrate or describe other adaptations or embodiments 
as it is believed this disclosure will enable those skilled in 
the art to embody or adapt the invention as may be de 
sired. 

Having thus described the invention, what is claimed 
as new and desired to secure by Letters Patent is: 

E. An apparatus of the class described comprising 
laterally spaced bar-like front and rear base members, 
a bed member supportedly mounted on said base men 
bers and having a plurality of laterally spaced parallel 
cutter blade receiving slots extending from front to rear 
thereof, uprights mounted on the ends of said rear base 
member to project upwardly therefroin and having ver 
tical slots therein, a work clamp member having a rear 
crossbar provided with journals engaged in said vertical 
slots in said uprights for pivotal and vertical adjustment 
therein, a front crossbar on the underside of and dis 
posed at the front edge of said bed member when in 
closed position, said work clariip member having a 
plurality of biade receiving slots therein aligned with 
said blade receiving slots in said bed member when 
said work clamp member is in closed work clamping 
position, the upper surface of said work clamp member 
being planar and adapted to slidably support a cutter de 
vice having a powered blade adapted to be disposed 
through the aligned slots in Said bed and clamp men 
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bers, upwardly projecting springably yielding keepers 
mounted on the ends of said front base member to 
springably receive and releasably hold said work clamp 
member in its closed position, and a coiled Spring con 
nected at one end to said rear base member and at its 
other end to said crossbar at the rear end of Said clamp 
member and acting to clampingly hold the rear end of 
said work clamp member in its closed work engaging 
position and also in upright position with its rear edge 
in supported engagement with said bed member. 

2. An apparatus of the class described comprising lat 
erally spaced bar-like front and rear base members, a 
bed member supportedly mounted on said base members 
and having a plurality of laterally spaced parallel cutter 
blade receiving slots extending from front to rear thereof, 
uprights mounted on the ends of said rear base member 
to project upwardly therefrom and having vertical slots 
therein, a work clamp member having a rear crossbar 
provided with journals engaged in said vertical slots in 
said uprights for pivotal and vertical adjustment therein, 
said work clamp member having a plurality of blade re 
ceiving slots therein aligned with said blade receiving 
slots in said bed member when said work clamp member is 
in closed work clamping position, the upper surface of Said 
work clamp member being planar and adapted to slid 
ably support a cutter device having a powered blade 
adapted to be disposed through the aligned slots in Said 
bed and clamp members, upwardly projecting springably 
yielding keepers mounted on the ends of said front base 
member to springably receive and releasably hold said 
work clamp member in its closed position, and a coiled 
spring connected at one end to said rear base member 
and at its other end to said crossbar at the rear end of 
said clamp member and acting to clampingly hold the 
rear end of said work clamp member in its closed work 
engaging position and also in upright position with its 
rear edge in supported engagement with said bed member. 

3. An apparatus of the class described comprising lat 
erally spaced bar-like front and rear base members, 
a bed member supportedly monuted on said base members 
and having a plurality of laterally spaced parallel cutter 
blade receiving slots extending from front to rear thereof, 
uprights mounted on the ends of said rear base member 
to project upwardly therefrom and having vertical slots 
therein, a work clamp member having a rear crossbar 
provided with journals engaged in said vertical slots in 
said uprights for pivotal and vertical adjustment therein, 
a front crossbar on the underside of and disposed at the 
front edge of said bed member when in closed position, 
said work clamp member having a plurality of blade 
receiving slots therein aligned with said blade receiving 
slots in said bed member when said work clamp member 
is in closed work clamping position, the upper surface 
of said work clamp member being planar and adapted to 
slidably support a cutter device having a powered blade 
adapted to be disposed through the aligned slots in said 
bed and clamp members, and a coiled spring connected 
at one end to said rear base member and at its other 
end to said crossbar at the rear end of said clamp member 
and acting to clampingly hold the rear end of said work 
clamp member in its closed work engaging position and 
also in upright position with its rear edge in supported 
engagement with said bed member. 

4. An apparatus of the class described comprising lat 
erally spaced bar-like front and rear base members, a bed 
member supportedly mounted on said base members and 
having a plurality of lateral spaced parallel cutter blade 
receiving slots extending from front to rear thereof, up 
rights mounted on the ends of said rear base member to 
project upwardly therefrom and having vertical slots 
therein, a work clamp member having a rear crossbar 
provided with journals engaged in said vertical slots in 
said uprights for pivotal and vertical adjustment therein, 
Said work clamp member having a plurality of blade 
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4. 
receiving slots therein aligned with said blade receiving 
slots in said bed member when said work clamp member 
is in closed work clamping position, the upper Surface 
of said work clamp member being planar and adapted to 
slidably support a cutter device having a powered blade 
adapted to be disposed through the aligned slots in said 
bed and clamp members, and a coiled spring connected 
at one end to said rear base member and at its other end 
to said crossbar at the rear end of said clamp member 
and acting to clampingly hold the rear end of said work 
clamp member in its closed work engaging position and 
also in upright position with its rear edge in Supported 
engagement with said bed member. 

5. An apparatus of the class described comprising a 
bed member provided with supports for supporting it in 
an elevated position relative to a surface on which it is 
disposed, and having a plurality of lateraliy spaced cutter 
receiving slots extending from front to rear thereof, up 
rights disposed at the rear end of said bed member to 
project upwardly therefroin and having vertical slots 
therein, a work clamp member having a rear member 
provided with journals engaged in said vertical slots in 
said uprights for pivotal and verticai adjustment therein, 
said work clamp member having a plurality of blade re 
ceiving slots therein aligned with said blade receiving slots 
of said bed member when the work clamp member is in 
work clamping position, the upper surface of said work 
clamp member being adapted to slidably support a cutter 
device having a blade adapted to be disposed through 
the aligned slots in said bed member and clamp men 
ber, a coil spring connected at one end to said bed mem 
ber and at the other end of said work clamp member and 
acting to clampingly hold the rear end of said work clamp 
member in work engaging position and also to yieldably 
support it in retracted position, and keepers connected to 
said bed member to project upwardly therefronn and 
adapted to releasably and compressibly hold the front end 
of said clamp member in work holding position. 

6. An apparatus of the class described comprising a 
bed member provided with supports for supporting it in 
an elevated position relative to a surface on which it is 
disposed, and having a plurality of laterally spaced cutter 
receiving slots extending from front to rear thereof, up 
rights disposed at the rear end of said bed member to 
project upwardly therefrom and having vertical slots 
therein, a work clamp member having a rear member pro 
vided with journals engaged in said vertical slots in said 
uprights for pivotal and vertical adjustment therein, said 
work clamp member having a plurality of blade receiving 
slots therein aligned with said blade receiving slots of 
said bed member when the work clarip member is in 
work clamping position, the upper surface of said work 
clamp member being adapted to slidably support a cutter 
device having a blade adapted to be disposed through the 
aligned slots in said bed member and clamp member, a 
coil spring connected at one end to said bed member and 
at the other end of said work clamp member and acting 
to clampingly hold the rear end of said work clamp mem 
ber in work engaging position and also to yieldably Sup 
port it in retracted position. 

7. An apparatus of the class described comprising a 
bed member provided with supports for supporting it in 
an elevated position relative to a surface on which it is 
disposed, and having a plurality of laterally spaced cutter 
receiving slots extending from front to rear thereof, up 
rights disposed at the rear end of said bed member to 
project upwardly therefrom and having vertical slots 
therein, a work clamp member having a rear member 
provided with journals engaged in said vertical slots in 
said uprights for pivotal and vertical adjustment therein, 
said work clamp member having a plurality of blade re 
ceiving slots therein aligned with said blade receiving slots 
of Said bed member when the work clamp member is in 
Work cainping position, the upper surface of said work 
clamp member being adapted to slidably support a cutter 
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device having a biade adapted to be disposed through the 
aligned slots in said bed member and clamp member. 

8. An apparatus of the class described comprising a 
bed member provided with supports for supporting it in 
an elevated position relative to a surface on which it is 
disposed, and having a plurality of laterally spaced cutter 
receiving slots extending from front to rear thereof, a 
work clamp member mounted on said bed member for 
adjustinent to and from work clanping position and hav 
ing a plurality of blade receiving slots therein aligned 
with said blade receiving slots of said bed member when 
the work ciamp member is in work camping position, 
the upper surface of said work camp member being 
adapted to slidably support a cutter device having a blade 
adapted to be disposed through the aligned slots in said 
bed member and clamp member, and spring means acting 
to clampingly hold said work clamp member in work 
engaging position and to also yieldably support it in re 
tracted work releasing position. 

9. An apparatus of the ciaSS described comprising a 
bed member provided with supports for supporting it in 
an elevated position relative to a surface on which it is 
disposed, and having a plurality of laterally spaced cutter 
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receiving slots therein, a work clamp member mounted 
on said bed meinber for adjustment to and from work 
ciamping position and having a plurality of blade receiv 
ing slots therein aligned with said blade receiving slots 
of said bed member when the work clamp member is in 
work clainping position, the upper surface of said work 
clamp member being adapted to slidably support a cutter 
device having a blade adapted to be disposed through the 
aligned slots in said bed member and camp member, and 
spring means acting to clampingly hold said work clamp 
member in work engaging position and to also yieldably 
support it in retracted work releasing position. 
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