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Patented Apr. 10, 1951 

UNITED STATES 

2,547,966 

E. 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,547,966 

FOLDING ALTAR. 
Frederick T. Paden, Collingswood, N.J. 

Application December 16, 1947, serial No. 792,090 
4 Claims. (C1, 312-33) 

(Granted under the act of March 3, 1883, as 

The invention described herein, if patented, 
may be manufactured and used by or for the 
Government for governmental purposes, without 
the payment to me of any royalty thereon. 
This invention relates to a folding or collapsible 

portable altar intended primarily for use by the 
Army in conducting outdoor religious services, 
or at least in places other than conventional 
church structures. 

It is an object of the invention to provide an 
altar which will meet all of the requirements 
of the chaplain and yet which is capable of be 
ing folded into a compact form having dimen 

0. 

amended April 30, 1928; 370 O. G. 757) 
2 

erally the portable and foldable altar which is 
composed of a foldable front and sides, a re 
movable top and is open at its bottom and back. 
The front wall of the altar is composed of two 

hinged sections 2 and 3 provided with embossing 
4 on their bottom and side edges, and each hav 
ing a cut-out portion 5 extending from the center 
line of the front wall toward the side edge of each 
section and cooperating to provide a central open 
ing for the reception of a removable panel to be 
later referred to in detail. 
The two front wall sections 2 and 3 are pro 

vided with hinge knuckles 6, above and below the isions sufficiently small to permit it to be placed , 
in a portable container analogous to a traveling 
bag. - - - - 

Another object of the invention consists in the 
provision of a foldable altar in which certain of 

15 

the foldable parts may be received in a rigid part. 
of the altar for the dual purpose of conserving 
space and for maintaining the foldable parts in 
their folded condition. 
A further object of the invention resides in the 

formation of a foldable altar provided with novels interlocking parts whereby a high degree of rigid 
ity is imparted to the altar when it is set up for 
Se. - c. co - - - - - - - - - - 
A still further object of the invention resides 

Ws 
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in the production of an altar bearing insignia 
symbolical of the Christian faith but which may 
be easily and simply converted to one conform ing to the Jewish faith. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention will be apparent from the following description. 

When taken in connection. With the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 

Figure 1, is a perspective view of the foldable 
altar set up for use at a Christian Service; 

Figure 2 is a front elevational view of the , reverse side of the insignia bearing panel; 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary sectional view taken on the line 3-3 of Figure 1; 

30 

Figure 4 is a vertical sectional view taken on 
the line 4-4 of Figure 5: . . . . . . . 

Figure 5 is a rear elevational view of the altar; 
Figures 6 to 10 inclusive are enlarged sectional 

detail views of the altar; 
Figure 1 is an enlarged perspective view of the 

45 

front and side Walls of the body of the altar in 
partly folded condition; 
Figure 12 is an elevational view 

folded condition; and 
Figure 13 is a similar view taken at a different 

angle and showing the re-table in cross-section. 
More specifically the numeral indicates gen 

of the altar in 
50 
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cut-out portion, which are formed on elongated 
hinge straps 7 the ends of which are fixed to the 
interior faces of the sections adjacent the inner 
&dges thereof. The hinge is formed by means of 
a pintle 8 which is formed of one piece and 
extends into the hinge knuckles 6 above and be 
low the opening 5 and spans the space across the 
6pening in order to provide a more sturdy con 
struction. By viewing Figure 12 of the drawings, 
it will be noted that the hinge straps 7 are of 
such length as to provide a space between the 
sections 2 and 3 when they are folded backwardly tipon themselves for storage or transportation. 
Hinged to the free edges of the front wall sec 

tions 2 and 3, as by means of hinges 0, are side 
walls if and 12 which are each provided with a 
notch f3 adjacent the top of its free edge to aid 
in locking the top of the altar in position, as will 
later appear. Pivotally conhected to the interior 
faces of the side walls and 2 and to the rear 
faces of the front wall sections 2 and 3 are fold 
able brackets 14 which serve to releasably hold 
the side walls i? and 2 in right angular rela 
tionship to the front wall when the altar is set up for use. 
The removable top of the altar is indicated by 

the numeral 5 and has fixedly mounted thereon 
adjacent its rear edge a re-table 6, the front 
wall 7 of which is hinged adjacent the top of the 
re-table so as to permit it to be swung inwardly 
as indicated in dotted lines in Figure 4. Lugs or 
detents 18 and 9 may be provided for releasably 
holding the front wall 7 in either its closed or 
open position. A primary purpose of the hinged 
front wall 7 of the re-table is to permit the in 
terior of the restable to be used as a pocket to re 
eeive an edge of the folded body portion of the 
altar when the same is knocked down or collapsed 
for storage or transportation, as clearly indicated 
in Figure 13. 
The rear edge of the top 5 is provided with 

an inturned flange 20 (Figure 7) which is adapted 
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to interlock with the slots or notches 3 formed 
in the free edges of the side walls and 2 as 
clearly indicated in Figure 11. The front Wall 
sections 2 and 3 may be provided at their upper 
edges with a plurality of outwardly directed nibs 
2 for cooperation with a spring detent or latch 
22 extending downwardly from the interior face 
of the top 5 adjacent its forward edge. 

Also extending downwardly from the interior 
face of the top 5 adjacent its forward edge is 
a rib 23 extending throughout the width of the 
top member and adapted to be Seated, When in 
position, in grooves 24 formed in the upper edges 
of the two sections of the front Wall of the altar, 
thereby serving to rigidly fix these tWO Sections 
in alignment and supplementing the action of 
the foldable brackets 4. 
Each of the cut-out Sections 5 is Surrounded 

on three edges, that is, its upper and lower edges 
and the edge remote from the pintle 8, by a Sub 
stantially U-shaped frame member 25 Secured to 
the interior face of the front Wall Section and 
the lower edge of each of the frame members is 
provided with a horizontally extending pocket 26 
adapted to receive the lower edge of a panel 27 
having an area. Somewhat greater than the area 
formed by the two cut-out portions 5. This panel 
is provided with a croSS 28 on one of its faces 
and the Star of David 29 On its opposite face, and 
the panel is adapted to be placed in the pocket 
26 with either the One or the other face directed 
forwardly of the altar. The panel 27 may be 
releasably retained within the pocket 26 by 
neans of a rotatable latch 30 or the like pivotally 
mounted on the upper edge of one of the frame 
member's 25. 
When the altar is to be knocked down for 

shipping or the like the top 5 is first removed 
by raising its forward end thereby releasing the 
Spring latch 22 from the nibs 2, and it may then 
be moved rearwardly to disengage the flanges 
20 from the cut-out portions 3 on the rear 
edges of the side walls and 2. Thereafter the 
foldable braces or bracketS 4 are operated to 
release the side Walls of the altar So that they 
may be swung in Wardly against the inner faces 
of the front wall sections 2 and 3, and then the 
front Wall Sections may be pivoted about their 
hinges 6 to bring then into parallel relation 
ship with the side walls disposed therebetween 
as clearly shown in Figure 12. The front Wall 

of the re-table 6 may then be forced to its 
open position. With its free edge in engagement 
with the latch f9 So as to provide a pocket into 
which an edge of the folded body portion of the 
altar may be inserted, and retained in folded 
position thereby. The interlocked top and folded 
body portion together with the panel 27, which 
may be placed against the folded body portion 
and in alignment With the upper edge of the re 
table, may then be inserted in a Suitable travel 
ing bag or the like for transportation purposes. 

In Setting up the altar for use it is only nec 
essary to reverse the several steps just de 
Scribed and hence, further description of this 
operation is thought to be unnecessary except to 
Say that when set up the altar is quite rigid by 
reason of the action of the braces 4, in con 
junction. With the interlocking of the rib 23 of 
the top with the grooves 24 in the upper edges 
of the front wall Section, and the interlocking 
of the flanges 20 in the notches 3 formed in the 
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4. 
free edges of the side wall members if and 2; 
and that the portable altar is readily convertible 
for Services in the Christian faith or the Jewish 
faith by merely releasing the turn button 30 and 
presenting the panel to Suit the particular Oc 
casion. 
While the Structural features have been de 

Scribed in considerable detail, it will be quite ob 
vious that various mechanical changes may be 
made therein Without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention, and it is intended 
that all Such modifications be included within 
the appended claims. 
I claim: 1. A foldable and portable altar comprising a 

front wall formed of two vertically hinged sec 
tions, side walls hinged to the free edges of the 
front Wall Sections, a removable top, and a re 
table on Said top including a horizontally hinged 
front panel, whereby the table may be folded 
and be retained in folded condition by insert 
ing one end thereof into the interior of the re 
table. 2. A foldable portable altar comprising a front 
Wall formed of two vertically hinged sections, the 
pivot point of the hinge being spaced rearwardly 
of the front Wall, whereby when the sections are 
SWung rear Wardly into parallel relationship a 
pocket is provided, and side walls pivoted to the 
free edges of the front Wall sections, a remov 
able top, a re-table on the top, said re-table pro 
vided With an open front into which an end of 
the folded altar may be received. 

3. A foldable portable altar comprising a front 
Wall formed of two vertically hinged sections, 
the pivot point of the hinge being spaced rear 
Wardly of the front wall, whereby when the sec 
tions are SWung rearwardly into parallel rela 
tionship a pocket is provided, and side walls 
pivoted to the free edges of the front wall sec 
tions, a removable top, a re-table on the top, 
said re-table provided With an open front, and 
an inwardly opening closure for the front, where 
by the cloSure may be automatically moved to 
Open position as an end of the folded altar is 
pressed thereagainst. 

4. A foldable and portable altar comprising 
a foldable body portion, a removable top, a re 
table fixed to the top, Said re-table provided with 
an open front, whereby the folded body portion 
may be retained in folded condition by insert 
ing one end thereof in the open front of the re 
table. FREDERICK T. PADEN. 
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