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UNITED STATES

PAaTeENT OTFICE.

GEORGE W. HYATT, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

GAME-BOARD.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 623,907, dated April 25, 1899.
Application filed April 26,1898, Serial No. 678,839, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GERORGE W. HyaTT, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
the city of New York, borough of Manhattan,
in the eounty of New York and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Game-Boards, of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
part hereof.

My invention relates to game-boards, and
has for its objects to provide means for the
playing of solitaire or by a single person of
games of cards,and more particularly of whist,
for self-instruction, and for the working out
of problems, as well as for the amusement of
the player. Means are provided for holding
the several hands so as to simultaneously ex-
hibit the cards and for holding the cards
played so as to indicate the taking of tricks.

My invention will be readily understood
from the following full description of the ac-
companying drawings, and is particularly
pointed out in the claims.

The accompanying drawings illustrate em-
bodiments of my invention.

Figure 1 is a face view of a game-board,
showing the positions of cards at an inter-
mediate stage of the game. Fig. 2 is a re-
duced perspective view of the game-board
folded. Fig. 3isaface view of a game-board
of modified construction.

The game-board is constructed so that it
may be folded up to smaller dimensions when
not in use and, as shown, is composed of two
flat sections 1 and 2, pivotally connected to-
gether by the hinges 33, These flat sections
may be made of suitable material, such as
wood or heavy cardboard. Card-holders are
provided upon the faces of these sections
which will be the inner faces when the board
is folded, one set of card-holders being pro-
vided for the hands and another set of card-
holders for the cards played or tricks. The
hand-card holders are arranged about the
margin of the board, and the trick-card hold-
ers are arranged some distance within such
margin. ,

The hand-card holders areso arranged that
the cards held thereby will be separately ex-
hibited to the player, their faces being suffi-
ciently exposed to enable the player to readily

recognize each card and so that any card may
be conveniently separately taken hold of and
removed. These card-holders are arranged
about the board in the positions which would
be assumed by the four different players in
anordinarygame. Intheconstructionshown
in Fig. 1 the separate card-receivers or means
for holding the separate cards of a hand com-
prise spring-clips, shown as wire clips 4, the
ends of which may be driven into or other-
wise held in the material of the board, and
these clips are arranged in four rows of thir-
teen clips each, one row in proximity to each
of the four marginal lines of the board and
each clip set obliquely, so that the cards, the
lower ends of which are inserted under the
clips, will be obliquely held and portions of
their faces sufficient for identification exhib-
ited to the player, while they may be readily
separately removed as is desirable in playing
the game. .

In the construction shown in Fig. 3 each
hand-card holder comprises a series of indi-
vidual-card receivers comprising slits or slots
5 5, formed in an upper layer or covering of
the board, which upper layer or cover may

be of cloth or parchment or strong paper and.

is secured to the backing, except in proximity
t0 the said slots, preferably about the mar-
gin outside of the card-receivers and in the
middle portions of the board, so that pockets
are formed beneath this cover to receive the
lower ends of the cards. The cards will be
held in these pockets in substantially the same
positions as the cards shown in Fig. 1.

The trick-card holders are shown in Fig. 1
as made up of spring-clips 7 7, considerably
larger than those employed in the hand-card
holders, and one of these clips 7 is provided
for each hand, each clip 7 being adapted to
receive thereunder the full thirteen cards of
the hand. The taking of tricks may be in-
dicated by the manner in which the cardsare
placed under these frick-clips 7, the cards
which donot take tricks being arranged with
their sides parallel tothehand and the cards
which take tricks arranged with their sides
at right angles to the hand, as shown in Fig.
1. Thus the cards are soheld that the tricks
taken in any hand may be readily counted.
The trick-clips 7 have considerable elasticity,
s0 that they willhold a single card or the en-
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tire hand with sufficient firmness to prevent
the card or the several cards from slipping
out from beneath the clips.

In the construction shown in Fig. 3 the
trick-card holders consist of slits or slots 3,
larger than those provided for the cards of
the hands, and I preferably employ twoslots
8 for each hand. These trick-card holders 8
are designed to receive the sides of the cards
which do not take tricks and the ends of the
cards which takes tricks, and seven cards
may be placed in one of these holders 8 and
six in the other. The upper layer or cover
is not secured to the backing in proximity to
these slots, and thus pockets are provided for
the sides and ends of the cards.

In the use of my improved game-board the
hands may be first dealt upon the board and
then each separately arranged with the cards
of the same suit together, as usual, and then
the eards are inserted separately—as, for ex-
ample, in placing the cards in the hand-card
holders shown in Iig. 1. The lowerends of
the cards are separately pushed under the
respective clips 4, commencing at the top
for the hands shown at the right and left,
and at the left for the hand shown at the
top, and at the right for the hand shown at
the bottom. This operation is exceedingly
simple and readily performed, and at its
conclusion the hands are securely held with
all the cards exhibited. All the usual for-
malities of the game as to turning of trump,
lead, &e., or otherwise may befollowed. The
cards are played by removing them from the
hand-card holders and placing them under
the trick-card holders, the cardsof each hand
being all placed under the trick-holder of that
handin the manneraboveindicated. Itwillbe
observed that at the conclusion of the game
the separate hands are preserved intact, so
thatthe same player or another player could
play another game or other games with the
sanie hands, and thus the game may be du-
plicated.

In some instances I may omit the lower
hand-eard holder or any one of the hand-card
holders, as the player may hold one of the
hands in the usumal maunner; but I usually
prefer to provide a holder for each hand, as

thereby all cards ave held by the board. It is
evident that varions modifications may be
made in construction within the purview of
my invention.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. A game-board for solitaire card-playing
provided with separate rows of single-card
receivers arranged about the margin thereof,
each separate row being constructed to hold
a hand and the single-card receivers of each
row being spaced so as to simultancously ex-
hibit the several cards held thereby, and with
trick-card holders arranged in proximity to
the hand-card holders but nearer the center
of the board, substantially as set forth.

2. A game-board for solitaire card-playing
provided with hand-card holders, each hand-
card holder comprising a row of single-card
receivers obliquely arranged and spaced so as
to simultaneously exhibit the several cards
held thereby, and each card-receiver being
adapted to receive the lower part of a card,
and said game-board being provided with
trick-card holders arranged in proximity to
the hand-card holders, one trick-card holder
for each hand, each trick-card holder being
adapted to hold all of the eards of the hand
and consisting of one or more card-receivers
each adapted to receive a number of cards,
substantially as set forth.

3. A game-board for solitaire card-playing
provided with hand-card holders arranged
about the margin thereof, each hand-card
holder comprisingarow of obliquely-arranged
spring-clips,each of such spring-clips adapted
to receive and hold the lower part of a single
card, and said game-board being provided
with trick-card holders arranged in proximity
to the hand-card holders, each trick-card
holder comprising one or more spring-clips
adapted to collectively hold all the cards of a
hand, substantially as set forth.

Signed at the county of New York, in the
city of New York and State of New York, this
92d day of April, A. D. 1893.

' GEO. W. IIYATT.

Witnesses:

HENRY D. WILLIAMS,
HERBERT H. GIBES.
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