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The invention here disclosed relates to devices 
for securing switch boxes and the like in plaster 
walls or similar structures. 

Objects of the invention are to provide a hold 
ing device which may be inserted at the side of the 
box, through the hole cut in the wall, without need 
for bending or shaping it in any way and which 
after insertion through the wall may be expanded 
to get a grip on the wall, both at the top and at . 
the bottom of the box, and then after obtaining 
this solid grip, be caught over the forward edges 
of the box to firmly secure it in the Wall. 
Other special objects of the invention are to 

provide a device of the character indicated Which 
will be simple in structure, inexpensive as to cost 
and generally practical and efficient. 
Other desirable objects and the novel features 

through which the purposes of the invention are 
attained are set forth or will appear in the course 
of the following specification. 
The drawing accompanying and forming part 

of the specification illustrates certain present 
commercial embodiments of the invention, but 
structure may be further modified and changed 
as regards the immediate illustration, all Within 
the true intent and scope of the invention as here 
inafter defined and claimed. 

Figure i is a broken front elevation showing a 
switchbox as entered in a hole cut for it in a wall 
and with a securing device at one side, entered, 
expanded and secured over the edge of the box 
at that side. 

Figure 2 is a broken Sectional and Side eleva 
tion appearing on line 2-2 of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a broken horizontal sectional view 
as on substantially the plane of line 3-3 of 
Figure 1. 

Figure 4 is a broken vertical Sectional view 
showing one of the holders in collapsed form 
being inserted at the side of the box. 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of one of the hold 
ers in expanded relation. 

Figure 6 is a broken detail view of a modified 
form of the invention and Figure 7 a Section. On 
line 7-7 of Fig. 6. 
In the Several Views an electric SWitch box of 

typical design is indicated at 7 entered in a hole 
8 cut through a closed Wall 9. 

For securing it in this relation, holders are pro 
vided, one at each side of the box and comprising 
each a rigid body or base section O of stiff sheet 
metal or the like, of an overall length approx 
imating that of the box or short enough to be 
passed through the hole at the side of the box and 
carrying sliding sections , 2 adapted to be ex 
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2 
tended into full engagement with the back of 
the Wall at the top and at the bottom of the box. 

For handling purposes, the main, body section 
is shown as having substantially parallel for 
Wardly projecting portions 3, 4 which, after 
the device is entered, can be bent inward and 
backWard over the adjoining edge of the box, as 
in Figures 1 and 2. 

Similarly, the slides and 2 have forwardly 
projecting handle portions. 5, 6 by which they 
may be held in collapsed position in the first in 
Stance, Figure 4, and then be expanded or ex 
tended to grip in back of the wall, as in Figures 
1 and 2. These operating finger portions 5, 6, 
When the device is fully in place, may be bent in 
Ward and backward over the edge of the box, as 
Shown in Figures 1 and 2, at the outward sides of 
or above and below the bent fingers 3, 4, which 
latter then prevent the slides from shifting back 
in a collapsing direction. 
These holders may be inserted, expanded and 

Secured, first one at one side and then the other 
at the Opposite side of the box, and when com 
pletely secured as described, they will firmly and 
fully fasten and support the box in the wall 
Structure. These fastening devices, it will be ob 
Served, are adaptable to different sizes and shapes 
of boxes, different thicknesses of walls and to dif 
ferent sizes of openings. 
Also they can be adapted to any roughness of 

the plaster or laths at the back of a wall and if 
the Opening is broken out too large, they can be 
extended or expanded to engage solid portions of 
the Wall beyond Such an oversize opening. 
The Slidable connection of the extension pieces 

With the base piece may be varied. 
In the first embodiment the back or inner 

edge of the base piece is shown turned over at 
and the front or inner edge bent inward at 

f8 to form channels or guidways for the slides. 
The inturned edge portions 8 form stops en 
gageable by the fingers 5, 6 to prevent, the slides 
from Working outwardly of their guides and the 
engagement of the inner edges of these fingers 
limits the movement of the slides in the contract 
ing direction, 
In Figure 6 generally equivalent results are 

attained by forming the slides with slots 9 
through which lugs 2 are struck from the base 
piece and then bent over to secure the slides 
in place. 
While generally desirable to provide the base 

piece with one or more handling and holding. 
front projections 3, 4, it is contemplated that 
one or both such portions may be omitted in 
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view of the handles provided by the front ex 
tensions 5, 6 on the slides. 
Other changes and modifications may be made 

Within the true scope of the invention as here 
claimed. 
The device can be made up in high Speed 

stamping operations at low cost and can be 
quickly and easily applied and locked in place 
without injury to either the wall or the box. 
What is claided is: - 
1. A holder for securing an electric switch box: 

or the like in a wall and comprising a base piece 
of thin sheet material of approximately the 
length of the box to be Supported and Short 
enough to be inserted at the side of the box 
through the hole provided to admit, the box in 
the wall and an extension piece, slidably, mounted 
on said base piece and having a handie portion 
projecting at the front edge and at the intle end 
of the same and by which said extension piece 
may be slidably adjusted on said base piece and 
longitudinally extended to engage in back of the 
wall. at a point, beyond the eiad. Qf the base piece 
and Said, front extending handle, portion being 
bendable over the adjoining side edge of the box 2 
after said extensible piece has been so, extended. 
2. A holder fer Securing an electric Switch box 

or the like in a wall and comprising a base piece. 
of thin, sheet material of approximately the 
length of the box to be: Supported and short 
enough to be insected at the side of the box 
through the hole provided to admit, the box in 
they wall and an: extensioa piece slidably mounted 
on said, base piece and having a handle portion 
projecting at the front, edge and at, the inner 
end of the same and by which said extension 
piece, may be slidably adjusted on Said base piece 
and longitudinally extended to engage in back of 
the wall at a point beyond the end of the base: 
piece and said front extending handle portions 
being bendable over the adjoining Side edge of 
the box after said extensible piece has been So 
extended and said base piece having a front pro 
jecting portion for use as a handle in inserting 
the collapsed dewice: through the Wall and bend 4 
able over the adjoining edge of the box is: posi 
tion, to form a stop in front of Said in Wardly 
bent handle portion for holding the extensible: 
piece in the extended position. 

3. A holder for securing an electric switch box 50 
or the like in a wall and comprising: a, base piece 
of thin sheet material of approximately the 
length of the: box to be. Supported and short, 
enough to be inserted, without bending at the 
side of the box through the hole to admit the 55 
box in the wall and extension pieces slidably 
mounted, on opposite ends of said base piece and 
independently extensible longitudinally in oppon 
site; directionS. from the Opposite, ends of Said 
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4. 
base piece, said oppositely extensible pieces hav 
ing handle portions at the inner end of and pro 
jecting at the front edge of the same and bend 
able over the edge of the adjoining side wall of 
the box. 

4. A holder for securing an electric switch 
box or the like in a wall and comprising a base 
piece of thin sheet material of approximately the 
length of the box to be Supported and Short 
enough to be inserted without bending at the 
side of the box through the hole to admit the 
box in the Wali and extension pieces slidably 
mounted on opposite ends of said base piece and 
independently extensible longitudinally in oppo 
Site directions from the opposite ends of Said base 
piece, said oppositely extensible pieces having 
handle portions at the inner ends of and pro 
jecting at the front edge of the same and bend 
able; over the edge of the adjoining side wall 
of the box, the base piece also having a for 
wardly projecting handle portion disposed be 
tWeen, the handleportionS. of the extension pieces. 
and bendable over the edge of the box. Wall be 
tween the handle, portions, of said extension 
pieces to: thereby form a stop limiting inward. 
movement of Said handle portions and the ex 
tension pieces to, which they are attached. 

5. A holder for Securing an electric Switch 
box or the like in a wall and comprising a base. 
piece of thin. Sheet material of approxiinately 
the length of the box to be. Supported and Shoit 
enough to be inserted without bending at the 
side of the box, through the hole to admit the 
box in the wall, and extension pieces slidably 
mounted on opposite ends, of Said base piece and 
extensible longitudinally in opposite directions 
from the opposite ends of said base piece, said 
oppositely extensible pieces having handle port 
tions at the inner ends of and projecting at the 
front edge of the same and bendable over the edge 
of the adjoining side wall of the box, said pieces 
being slidably connected in the relation described 
by side flanges of one piece, extended over the 
side edges, of the adjoining piece and said ad 
joining pieces having a projecting portion en 
gageable with one end of one of Said side flanges. 
to act as a stop limiting the longitudina sliding 
movement aforesaid. 
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