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[57] ABSTRACT

A key holder comprising a deformable and resilient wire
member in the form of two loops. The end portions of the wire
member are overlapped in one of the loops and are adapted to
be separated for the removal or addition of one or more keys
therefrom or thereto by the manual tersional deformation of
the. wire member. This is accomplished by the pressing
together of separated cross portions of the wire member join-
ing the loops, which results in the torsional deformation of the
wire member and the separation of the overlapped wire ends,
When the cross portions of the wire member are released, the
resiliency of the wire member causes the separated over-
lapped end portions to again éngage each other to close the
one loop. An article container adapted to contain coins or the
like may be movably mounted on the other loop for movement
between a first position wherein a portion thereof is disposed

‘between the cross portions of the wire member to prevent tor-

sional deformation thereof and a second position wherein the
container is remote from the cross portions to enable the wire
member to be torsionally deformed and the container to be
opened.

9 Claims, 9 Drawing Figures
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1
KEY HOLDER

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a key holder and, more particu-
larly, to a key holder formed of a flexible and resilient wire
member which can be readily deformed to enable one or more
keys to be mounted thereon or removed therefrom, and which
may be combined with a container adapted to contain coins or
the like.

Heretofore, many different types of key holders have been
utilized, and many of these have been subject to one or more
of the following disadvantages:

1.1t is difficult to remove keys therefrom or to add keys
thereto;

2. They have been so constructed that a number of keys
must be removed before a particular key can be removed
therefrom, and all of the other removed keys must
thereafter be replaced on the keyholder;

3. They have been complicated in construction and/or
bulky and thus difficult or inconvenient to carry in one's
pocket;

4. They have been difficult and/or expensive to manufac-
ture; :

5. They have not been adapted to contain coins, pills or
other articles in addition to the keys retained thereon;

6. Owing to their construction, they have been subject to
breakage or wear after extended use; and :

7. They have been subject to opening accidentally when
dropped or when in normal use, with the result that keys
can be lost. The keyholder of the present invention is not
subject to any of the aforementioned disadvantages, and,
additionally, incorporates other advantages not present in
prior art key holders or cases. ‘ .

It is accordingly an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a key holder which is simple in construction, compact
and easy to use.

An additional object.is to provide such a key holder from
which a selected key may be removed without requiring the
removal of any other keys mounted thereon. -

Another object is the provision of such a key holder which is
50 constructed as to be easily opened for the removal of keys
therefrom or the addition of keys thereto,

A further object is to provide such a key holder which is
combined. with a means for containing articles such as coins,
pills or the like, the containing means also being utilized as a
locking means.for the key holder to prevent accidental open-
ing thereof.

Numerous other objects and advantages of the present in-
vention will be apparent as it is better understood from the fol-
lowing description, which, taken in connection with the ac-
companying drawings, discloses preferred embodiments
thereof. :

The above objects are accomplished by providing a key.

holder comprising a deformable-and resilient wire member in
the form of two loops. The end portions of the wire member
are overlapped in.one loop and are adapted to be separated
for the removal or additional of one or more keys therefrom or
thereto by the manual torsional deformation of the wire
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member. This is accomplished by the pressing together of 60

cross portions of the wire member joining the loops, which
results in the torsional deformation of the wire member and
the separation of the overlapped wire ends in the one loop.
When the cross portions are released, the resiliency of the
wire member causes the separated overlapped end portions in
the one loop to again engage edch other to prevent the
removal of keys therefrom or the addition of keys thereto. A
container adapted to contain articles such as coins, pills or the
like may be movably. mounted on the other loop of the wire
member for movement between a first position wherein an un-
breakable locking portion thereof is disposed between the
cross portions of the wire member to prevent torsional defor-
mation thereof and a second position wherein the container is
remote from the cross portions to enable the wire member to
be torsionally deformed and the container to be opened.
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2
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1'is a perspective view of a key holder comprising a
flexible and resilient wire member constructed in accordance
with the principles of the present invention; '

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the key holder shown in
FIG. 1, showing the overlapped end portions of the wire
member in a closed position; - ‘

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view similar to FIG. 2, showing
the overlapped end portions of the wire member in an open.
position;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a key holder comprising a
wire member and an article container constructed in ac-
cordance with the principles of the present invention, showing
the article container in a locked position; ‘

FIG. § is a perspective view similar to FIG. 4, showing the
article container in an open position;

FIG. 6 is'a perspective view of a second embodiment of a
key holder comprising a wire member and an article con-
tainer, showing the article container in a locked position;

FIG. 7 is a perspective view similar to FIG. 6, showing the
article container in an open position;

FIG. 8 is.a perspective view of a third embodiment of a key
holder comprising a wire member and an article container,
showing the article container in a locked position; and

FIG. 9 is a perspective view similar to FIG. 8, showing the
article container in an open position.

DESCRIPT ION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

FIGS. 1 through 3 disclose a key holder 10 comprising a
wire member 12 formed of any suitable flexible and resilient
material. The wire member 12 is in the form of two loops 14
and 16 disposed in substantially the same plane and joined by
cross portions 18. The end portions 20 of the wire member 12
are overlapped in the one loop 14, and the wire member 12 is
so formed that the overlapped end portions 20 are normally in
engagement and the cross portions 18 are normally separated,
as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. The end portions 20 are disposed
on sides relative to each other opposite to the sides on which
the cross portions 18 to which they are directly connected are
relatively disposed. .

Wher it is desired to remove one or more keys K from the
loop'14 of to add keys thereto, the engaged overlapped end
portions 20 of the wire member may be separated by pressing
together the cross portions 18, as shown in FIG. 3, which
results in the torsional deformation of the wire member 12 and
the separation of the end portions 20. When the end portions
20 are separated, one or more of the keys K may be con-
veniently removed from or placed onto the loop 14. Upon sub-
sequent release of the cross portions 18, the resiliency of the
wire member 12 causes the cross portions to separate to the
position shown in FIG. 2 wherein the end portions 20 are
again in engagement to retain the keys K on the loop 14.

The construction of the key holder 10 is advantageous in
that it may be conveniently opened for the removal or addi-
tion of keys by merely pressing the cross portions 18 together.
Also, since the overlapped end portions 20 of the wire
member 12 are located in the center portion of the loop 14, 2
selected key or keys may be conveniently removed from the
loop 14 without requiring the removal of any other keys on
either side of the overlapped end portions.

FIGS. 4 and 5 disclose a first embodiment of a combined
key holder and article container 100 comprising the wire
member 12, as shown in FIGS. 1 through 3, and an article con-
tainer 102 movably mounted on the loop 16 of the wire
member 12: Preferably, the article container 102 has an ex-
terior shape corresponding to' that of the loop 16 and is
adapted to be received therewithin. The container 102 com-
prises a pair of cup shaped members 104 and 106 that are
adapted to be snap-fitted together in any suitable or conven-
tional manner (not shown) and are connected by a flexible
hinge portion 108 which also serves to retain the container
102 on the loop 16.
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On the side opposite to that of the hinge portion 108, each
of the members 104 and 106 comprises an outwardly extend-
ing locking tab 110 and 112, respectively. The locking tabs
110 and 112 extend upwardly and outwardly a sufficient
distance to engage the cross portions 18 of the wire member
12 when the container 102 is in the position shown in FIG. 4.
In this position, the locking tabs 110 and 112 prevent the cross
portions from being pressed together to thus prevent the over-
lapped end portions 20 in the loop 14 from being separated,
and also prevent the article container 102 from being opened.
When'it is desired to remove keys from or to add keys to the
loop 14 of the wire member 12, or to open the article con-
tainer 102, the container 102 is grasped and moved in the
direction of the arrows shown in FIG. 4 to move the locking
tabs 110 and 112 out of the space between the cross portions
18 of the wire member 12. Thereafter, the cross portions are
adapted to be pressed together to separate the end portions 20
in the loop 14, in the manner described above, and the con-
tainer 102 may be opened, as shown in FIG. 5, to remove or
add articles such as coins or pills therefrom or thereto.

Without departing from the scope of the present invention,
the locking tabs 110 and 112 may be of any suitable construc-
tion other than that disclosed in FIGS. 4 and 5. For example,
each of the locking tabs might comprise an outwardly extend-
ing portion having a laterally outwardly extending cam section
formed which is adapted to be moved past the adjacent por-
tion of the loop 14 and to be snap-engaged within the space
between the cross portions 18 of the wire member 12. Also,
one of the locking tabs might comprise a laterally outwardly
extending portion which is sufficiently large to prevent move-
ment of the container past one side of the loop 14, thereby
requiring that the container be moved into and out of the
space between the cross portions 18 only from one side of the
wire member12.

A second embodiment of a combined key holder and article
container 200 is shown in FIGS. 6 and 7. In this embodiment,
the cross portions 218 of the wire member 212 are provided
with transversely bent sections 219 that are adapted to be en-
gaged by upstanding locking tabs 210 and 212 on the cup-
shaped members 204 and 206, respectively, as the container
202 is moved to a position wherein the locking tabs 210 and
212 are disposed between the cross portions 218. In this
manner, the locking tabs 210 and 212 will be removably
retained in their locking position between the cross portions

218 until the container 202 is moved in the direction of the ar-.

rows in FIG. 6 with sufficient force to snap the locking tabs
210 and 212 past the transverse sections 219 to thereby ena-
ble the loop 214 of the wire member 212 to be opened and the
container 202 to be opened, as shown in FIG. 7. This embodi-
ment, therefore, provides for a positive snap-engagement of
the locking tabs 210 and 212 with the transverse sections 219
of the cross portions 218 during movement of the locking tabs
into and out of the closed position shown in FIG. 6.

A third embodiment of a combined keyholder and article
container 300 is shown in FIGS. 8 and 9. In this embodiment,
the wire member 312 is provided with the first loop 214
adapted to receive keys thereon and comprising overlapped
wire end portions 320, and a second loop 316 which is of less
width than the first loop 314. An article container 302 com-
prising two cup-shaped members 304 and 306 is pivotally
mounted on the lower end of the narrow loop 316 and is
adapted to be moved between a first position shown in FIG. 8
wherein the container 302 is frictionally retained between the
cross portions 318 of the wire member 312 and a second posi-
tion shown in FIG. 9 wherein the container 302 is removed
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from the cross portions 318 and is adapted to be opened. In
the first or locking position shown in FIG. 8, the frictional en-
gagement between the container 302 and the cross portions
318 prevents the cross portions from being pressed together to
separate the wire end portions 320 in the loop 314, thereby
preventing the removal of keys from or the adding of keys to
the loop 314. When the container 302 is moved out of engage-

ment with the cross é.aortions 318, they ma% be pressed
together to torsionally deform the wire member 312 and open

the loop 314 in the manner described above.

Although an article container is shown in FIGS. 4 through 9,
it should be understood that any other suitable means, such as
a solid disc-like member, may be movably mounted on the
wire member in a manner to be removably positioned between
the cross portions of the wire member to prevent the opening
of the key retaining loop.

It is thought that the invention and many of its attendant ad-
vantages will be understood from the foregoing description,
and it will be apparent that various changes may be made in
the form, construction and arrangement of the parts without
departing from the spirit or scope of the invention or sacrific-
ing all of its material advantages, the forms hereinbefore
described being merely preferred embodiments thereof,

I claim:

1. A key holder, comprising a flexible and resilient wire
member in the form of two loops connected by normally
spaced cross portions, said wire member having normally en-
gaged end portions that are overlapped in one of said loops
and adapted to be separated when said cross portions are
pressed together to torsionally deform said wire member;
whereby keys may be removed from or placed on said one
loop when said cross portions are pressed together to separate
said engaged end portions, and locking means mounted on
said wire member and adapted to be positioned between said
cross portions to prevent them from being pressed together.

2. The key holder of claim 1 wherein said end portions are
disposed on sides relative to each other opposite to the sides
on which the cross portions to which they are directly con-
nected the relatively disposed.

3. The key holder of claim 1 wherein said loops are disposed
in substantially the same plane,

4. The key holder of claim wherein said locking means is
movably mounted on the other of said loops.

5. The key holder of claim 4 wherein said locking means is
movable between a first position wherein it is disposed within
said other loop and between said cross portions, and a second
position wherein it is disposed outwardly of said other loop
and spaced from said cross portions.

6. The key holder of claim 5 wherein said locking means
comprises an article container which is adapted to be opened
when it is in said second position.

7. The key holder of claim 6 wherein said article container
comprises connected cup-shaped members adapted to be
releasably fitted together to retain articles therebetween, and
locking tabs on each of said members adapted to be positioned
between said cross portions when said container is in said first
position to prevent opening of said first loop and said con-
tainer.

8. The key holder of claim 7 wherein said cross portions
have transverse sections that are adapted to be snap-engaged
by said locking tabs when said container is moved into and out
of said first position.

9 The key holder of claim 6 wherein said article container is
pivotally mounted on said other loop.

‘ * ok ok ok %k



