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2 Ultrasonic probe

3 Ultrasonic observation apparatus
4 Display device

21 Ultrasonic transducer

31 Transmission unit

32 Reception unit

33 Signal processing unit

34  Ultrasonic image generation unit
35 Determination unit

36 Area specification unit

37 Sensitivity decreasing part display image generation unit
38 Input unit

39 Control unit

40 Storage unit

(57) Abstract: Anultrasonic observation apparatus (3) according to the present invention is provided with: a determination
unit (35) that uses data of digital signals corresponding to echo signals received by a plurality of elements, respectively,
and determines whether or not each element is a sensitivity decreasing element having decreased sensitivity; an arca
specification unit (36) that specifies an arca where sensitivity has decreased in an ultrasonic image on the basis of a
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degree to which the element determined as a sensitivity decreasing element by the determination unit (35) contributes to
an ultrasonic beam; and a sensitivity decreasing part display image generation unit (37) that generates data of a sensitivity
decreasing part display image for displaying the area specified by the area specification unit (36).
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