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This invention relates to an improved base construction 
for supporting a metal column. 
An object of the invention is to provide an improved 

base construction which allows the position of a column 
to be adjusted to facilitate fitting other parts to the 
column. 
A more specific object is to provide an improved base 

construction which includes a stationary piate, a retain 
ing cover fixed thereto, and an adjustable plate supported 
on said stationary plate between it and the cover, a col 
umn being fixed to the adjustable plate and extending 
through an opening in the cover, whereby the position of 
the column is adjustable. 

in accomplishing these and other objects of the inven 
tion, I have provided improved details of structure, a 
preferred form of which is shown in the accompanying 
drawing, in which: 
The single figure is a perspective view with parts broken 

away of a metal column and base constructed in accord 
ance with my invention. 
My base construction includes a stationary plate 10, 

a cover 12 fixed to said plate and spaced thereabove, and 
an adjustable plate 3 supported on the stationary plate 
in the space between it and the cover. A metal post or 
column 14 is fixed to the adjustable plate i3 and extends 
upwardly through an opening 5 in the cover. The open 
ing is larger than the cross-sectional dimensions of the 
column to enable the position of the column to be ad 
justed with respect to the stationary plate, but smaller 
than the adjustable plate, whereby the cover retains the 
plate. I have illustrated the two plates, the cover and the 
opening as round and the column as square in cross sec 
tion, but obviously the specific configuration is a matter 
of choice. Also I have illustrated the cover as attached 
to the stationary plate with a continuous rim 16 which 
extends around the circumference of both and is welded 
to the plate, but the specific attaching means is another 
matter of choice. 
cluding a telescoping upper section 17, which is attached 
to the lower portion by bolts 18 and a retaining plate 19 
to enable the height to be adjusted, but this feature like 
wise is optional. 

In use I place the column and base in a shallow excava 
tion 20. I then rotate and shift the column sideways as 
needed to align it with other members which are to be 

have illustrated the column as in 

10 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

2 
attached thereto, as for example girders of a building 
frame. After I have positioned the column and made the 
necessary connections, I fill the excavation with tamped 
earth, concrete, or the like to fix the column firmly in 
place. 
From the foregoing description it is seen that my in 

vention affords a base of simple construction which 
facilitates accurately positioning a column. The usual 
practice of lining up a column accurately beforehand is 
time-consuming and costly. My invention enables the 
column to be positioned only approximately until other 
parts of a structure are tied in. 
While I have shown and described only a single em 

bodiment of my invention, it is apparent that modifica 
tions may arise. Therefore, I do not wish to be limited 
to the disclosure set forth but only by the scope of the 
appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. In combination, a vertical column and a base Sup 

porting said column, said base comprising a flat stationary 
plate, a cover having an opening, means fixing said cover 
to said piate in spaced relation thereabove, and a flat ad 
justable plate supported on said stationary plate in the 
space between it and said cover, said column being fixed 
to said adjustable plate and extending through said open 
ing, said opening being larger than the cross-sectional 
dimensions of said column to enable adjustment of said 
adjustable plate with respect to said stationary plate to 
rotate said column and shift it horizontally in any direc 
tion, but smaller than said adjustable plate, whereby said 
cover retains said adjustable plate, said column remaining 
vertical throughout adjustments of said adjustable plate. 

2. A combination as defined in claim in which said 
plates and said opening are round, said column is rec 
tangular in cross section, and said means includes a rim 
extending around the circumference of said cover and 
welded to said stationary plate. 

3. A combination as defined in claim 1 in which said 
column includes a telescoping upper section and means 
fixing said section to the lower portion of the column. 
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