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To old, whon, it noty CO7 ce?"72. 
Be it known that I, MEDERICK T. LA 

PIERRE, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ing at Mount Vernon, Westchester county, 
New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Trick-Balls, of which 
the following is a full, clear, and exact de 
scription. 
My invention relates to puzzle apparatus, 

and particularly to what may be termed a 
“trick-ball.' 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

simple device which has the semblance of a 
balland which will instantly fall apart unless 
properly held, but which may be readily as 
struction. 
The invention consists in improvements as 

illustrated in the accompanying single sheet 
of drawings. 

Briefly, it comprises a series of squared 
pieces or sticks having notches in their edges, 
so that they may be assembled in the form of 
a ball, but which will retain their assembled 
relation only when properly held. 

Figure 1 shows the parts assembled and in 
the position they will occupy if properly held. 
Fig.2 shows the base-piece. Fig. 3 shows the 
backpiece. Fig. 4 shows the front piece. Fig. 
5 shows the base, back, and front pieces as 
sembled. Fig.6 shows the left side piece. 
Fig. 7 shows the right side piece. Fig. 8 
shows the key-piece. 
Each of the pieces is constructed of a 

squared stick or other member, preferably 
having its ends rounded off, so that the as 
sembled device is spherical in form. The 
pieces may be formed of any material, such 
as wood, rubber, composition, or metal. 

1 indicates the base-piece, having two 
notches 14 and 15. 
2 indicates the rear piece, having three 

notches 21, 24, and 26. 
3 indicates the front 

notches 31, 35, and 36. 
4 indicates the left side piece, having two 

notches 43 and 46. 
5 indicates the right side piece, having two 

notches 52 and 56. 
6 indicates the key-piece, havingnonotches. 
The front and rear pieces are E. , and the 

two side pieces are alike. The reference-nu 
merals indicating the notches indicate the 
pieces which fit in the various notches when 

piece, having three 

the parts are assembled. For instance, the 55 
piece 4 fits in the notch 14 of the base-piece 1, . 
and the 
piece 1. 
The parts are assembled by first laying the 

pieces 4 and 5 in the notches 14 and 15 in the 
base-piece 1 with the notches 46 and 56 up 
or by first placing the pieces 2 and 3 with 

piece 5fits in the notch 15 of the base 

their notches 21 and 31 on the opposite sides 
of the base-piece 1, with their notches 24 and 
35 facing in the opposite direction to receive 
the side pieces 4 E. 5. The latter is the pre 
ferred form of assembling. 
When the front and rear pieces and the 

side pieces are fitted to the base-piece, the 
keypiece 6 may be readily slipped into place 
in the notches 56 and 46 of the side pieces, 
and between the notches 26 and 36 of the rear 
and front pieces. The parts thus assem 
bled will fai apart instantly unless held se 
curely. The simplest method of holding is 
to grip the opposite ends of the base and iy 
pieces. 
When the ball is handed to one unac 

quainted with it, it falls apart and the trick 
is to reassemble it. 
The different pieces may be made with dif 

ferent ornamentation or in different colors or 
with different shaped ends or of different 
cross-sectional outline, so as to make the ap 
pearance more puzzling. The pieces may be 
conveniently held together by an elastic band 
or string for display or shipping purposes or 
wrapped in paper or other suitable inclosure. 

at I claim is 
1. A trick-ball comprising only six pieces 

adapted to fit loosely together, so that each 
piece lies between the ends of two pieces and 
at one side of two other pieces, but to fall 

75 

apart unless held by external force, two of the . 
pieces having three notches, three pieces hav 
ing two notches, and one key-piece. 

2. A trick-ball comprising a base-piecehav 
ing two notches, side pieces each having a cen 
tral notch, an end notch at right angles to the 
central notch and an unnotched opposite end, 
front and rear pieces each having a central 
notch and two end notches at right angles 
thereto, and a key-piece. 

MEDERICK T. LA PERRE. 
Witnesses: 

L. S. JAMES, 
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