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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WALTER SIDNEY AN-
DREWS, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident of Montague city, county of Frank-
lin,and State of Massachusetts, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Safety-Envelopes, of which the following is a
specification, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, forming a part thereof,
in which similar figures of reference indicate
corresponding parts.

This invention relates to the manufacture
of envelopes, and the object thereof is to pro-
duce an envelope which, having been once
sealed, cannot be opened without destroying
the envelope.

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowing specification, of which the accompa-
nying drawings form a part, in which—

Figure 1 represents a blank from which my
improved envelope is formed; Fig. 2, said
blank partially folded, and Fig. 3 the com-
pleted envelope.

In the practice of my invention I cut from
a sheet of paper from which the envelopes
are manufactured a blank of the form shown
in Fig. 1; having a body-piece 2, end pieces,
3, a main side piece, 4, and the usual flap 5.
I next eut longitudinal slots or recesses 6-in
each end piece, as clearly shown in Fig. 1,
near the upper part thereof, the corners of
the end pieces being preferably cut away, as
indicated, and in the side piece, 4, near the
outer edde thereof, a longitudinal sl_ot 7. The
outer side of one of the end pieces is then
gummed in the usual manner, as shown at 8§,
Fig. 2, and also the ends and outer side of the
side piece 4, as shown at 9, and the lower in-
ner portion of the sides of the flap 5, as shown
at10, and the outer side and the edges thereof,
asshown at 11, Fig. 2, for about half its width.

In folding the ends and sides of the envel-
ope the end piece 3 having the gummed outer
surface is first folded down, as shown in Fig.
2, after which the outer end piece, 3, is folded
thereon and sealed thereto, the longitudinal
slots 6 registering with each other. The side

piece, 4, is then folded over the end pieces
and sealed along the ends and the inner side
thereof, in which position the longitudinal
slots or recesses 6 in the end pieces and the
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longitudinal slot 7 in the side 4 will register,
as will be readily understood,.and the envel-
ope will be ready for use.

‘When it is desired to close or seal the flap
5, the same is folded over, as clearly shown
in Fig. 8, and the inner sides thereof sealed
in the body of the envelope, and before the
outer end portion is inserted through the lon-
gitudinal slots 7 and 6 in the 51de and end
piecesthe outer gnmmed side and edgesthere-
of are moistened, and after the insertion the
sides of the envelope are pressed down in the
usual manner, the form of the back of the en-
velope when sealed being clearly shown in
Fig. 6.

As thus constructed and sealed, it will be
absolutely impossible to open this envelope
without destroying the same, and I thus ac-
complish the object of my invention by means
of a device which is simple in construction
and operation, which does mot materially
change the construction or form of the en-
velopes as now made, and which is perfectly
adapted to accomphsh the result for which it
is intended.

If desired, I may gum one side of the slot 7
in theside4 on theinner side thereof, as shown
at 12, though this is not absolutely necessary.
I prefer, however, that it should be done, as
when thus provided and sealed the lines 13,
14, and 15 of the envelope are each sealed,
and the end pieces, the side 4, and the flap
are also sealed on the inner sides, as will be
readily understood.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what T clalm as new,and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. An envelope, consisting of a blank hav-
ing the usual end pieces provided with longi-
tudinal slots or recesses in the ends thereof
adapted to register when the ends are folded,
the main side of the envelope being also pro-
vided with a corresponding loncrltudmal slot
adapted to register with the slots in the end
pieces when the three are folded, the end of
the outer side of one of the end pieces, the
side edges of the inner side of the flap for
about half their lengths, beginning at the side
adjacent to the body of the envelope, and the
side edges on the outer side thereof at the free
edge, and also the ends and sides of the op-
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posite or main side of the envelope on the in-
ner side, being gummed, substantially as
shown and described.

2. An envelope, consisting of a blank hav-
ing the usual end pieces provided with longi-
tudinal slots or recesses in the ends thereof
adapted to register when the ends are folded,
the main side of the envelope being also pro-
vided with a corresponding longitudinal slot
adapted to register with the slots in the end
pieces when the three are folded, the end of
the outer side of one end of the end pieces,
the side edges of the inner side of the flap for
abouthalf theirlengths, beginning at the side
adjacent to the body of the envelope, and the

side edges onthe outer side thereof at the free
end, and also the ends and sides of the main
side of the envelope on the inner side, and
also the inner side of the main side of the
envelope below the line of the longitudinal
slot therein, being gummed, substantially as
shown and deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed myname, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 8th day of April,

1895,
WALTER SIDNEY ANDREWS.
Witnesses:
R. W. HUNTER,
FrANK J. LAWLER.
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