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CAN HOLDING AND OPENING DEVICE. 

1,252,108. 
To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, SAMUEt, P. HARTMAN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Kansas City, in the county of Jackson and 
State of Missouri, have invented a new and 
useful Can Holding and Opening Device, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to can holding and 

opening devices, and the objects of my in 
vention are, first, to provide a cheap, durable 
and efficient holding and opening device for 
hermetically sealed cans and jars, second to 
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provide clamping jaws with can supporting 
flanges to receive and hold cans of different 
sizes during the opening process, third, to 
provide an adjustable opening device and, 
fourth, to provide the opening device with a 
two-edged blade adapted to cut forwardly 
and backwardly, and slidably mounted on 
the opening device. 
I attain these objects by means of the 

mechanism illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing, in which 

Figure 1, is a side elevation of the device 
in operative position; Fig. 2, is a top plan 
view of the device; Fig. 3, is a side eleva 
tion of the opening device and showing the 
two-edged blade; Fig. 4, is a top plan view 
of the device and showing the opening de 
vice operative in cutting the top of a can, 
and, Fig. 5, is a rear elevation of the device 
and showing the slideway and slide member 
in the supporting leg to vertically adjust the 
opening device. 

Similar numerals of reference refer to cor 
responding parts throughout the several 
WeWS. 
The numeral 1, indicates a table fragment. 

2, is an attaching device, which is provided 
with a U-shaped yoke 3, having a press 
screw 4, mounted in its lower limb, and which is adapted to press upwardly against 
the lower side of the table top to hold the 
device hereinafter described, in place. A 
bracket 5, is formed integral with the upper 
limb of the yoke 3, and a hole 6, is apertured 
horizontally therein, and the hole provided 
with internal screw threads, the horizontally 
disposed shelf 7, of the bracket being di 
mensioned and adapted to receive and rig 
idly support a jaw 8, provided with an ellip 
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tically-shaped inwardly projecting horizon 
tally disposed supporting flange 9, on its 
lower edge, the terminal portions of said 
flange being depressed to lie in a plane lower 
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than the flange proper, to form supporting 
A jaw 12, having verti arms 10 and 11. 

cally extending sides, similar to the sides of 
the jaw 8, but extending in the form of a 
circle, is provided with an inwardly project 
ing horizontally disposed supporting flange 
13, which is fixed on its lower edge and 
adapted to register with the flange 9, and 
to bear upon the upper sides of the Support 
ing arms 10 and 11, and slide thereon. A 
standard 14, is attached to the rearward side 
of the jaw 12, and is extended downwardly 
to the table top, its lower end being turned 
inwardly and upwardly to form a foot 15, 
which is adapted to slide on the table with 
a minimum of friction. A hole 16, is aper 
tured in the standard in such a manner that 
it will register with the hole 6, in the bracker. 
A rod 17, provided with screw-threads on its 
outer end, is entered in the holes 6, and 16, 
the screw end of the rod being engaged by 
the internal screw threads in the hole 6. Col 
lars 18, are mounted on the rod at opposite 
sides of the standard and are adapted to hold 
the rod attached to the standard and mov 
able therein. A crank 19, is mounted on the 
outer end of the rod to turn the latter. A 
slideway 20, is formed longitudinally in the 
standard 14, in which slideway a slide mem 
ber 21, is slidably mounted. An inwardly 
extending arm 22, is hingedly mounted on 
the upper end of the slide member 21, and 
is provided with a longitudinally extending 
slotted aperture 23, in which slot a punctur 
ing center punch 24, is slidably mounted, the 
upper end of the punch being provided with 
an anvil 25, which is adapted to receive pres 
sure to force the punch to puncture the top 
of a can disposed therebelow. An arm 26, is 
pivotally mounted on the upper end of the 
punch, between the anvil and the upper side 
of the arm. 22, and is provided with a lon 
gitudinally extending slotted aperture 27, in 
which slot, a blade 28, is slidably mounted. 
The blade 28, is provided below the arm 26, 
with oppositely disposed cutting edges 29 
and 30, and with a handle 31, attached to its 
upper end, above the arm. 
The device constructed as I have above 

described provides convenient and ever 
ready means for simultaneously holding and 
opening a sealed can, and which is operated 
as follows: The jaws are separated by turn 
ing the crank 19, to the left, which action 
presses the jaw 12, outwardly from the jaw 
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the punch through the can top. 
28, is then moved in the slot 27, in the arm 
26, to the point at which the can top is to be 15 

sure applied to the blade, will serve to cut 
the can top in circular direction to open the 
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8, the former jaw sliding on the supporting 
arms 10 and 11, the standard 14, sliding in 
the same direction on the table top. A sealed 
can 32, is lodged on the flanges 9 and 13, and 
the jaws forced to clamp the can by turning 
the crank 19, to the right. The arms 22 and 
26, are Swung over and upon the top of the 
can, the slide member being raised to admit 
of this action. The punch 24, is moved in 
the slot 23, in the arm. 22, to the approxi 
mate center of the can top, when a suitable 
pressure is applied to the anvil 25, to force 

The blade 

cut, and either a pushing or a pulling pres 

can, as shown in Fig. 4. When the can is 
opened, the arms 22 and 26, are swung out 
Wardly, and the slide member depressed, 
when the jaws may be separated to release 
the can. The elliptically shaped rigid jaw 
8, combined with the circular-shaped jaw 12, 
provides efficient means to clamp in the de 
vice cans of different diameters, ranging 
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from the maximum capacity of the jaw 12 
to and below the same. . . . . . 

Having described my invention what I 
claim is- - 
In a can clamping device, the combination 

of a fixed member having a vertical back 
portion extending in the form of an ellipse 
and provided at its lower edge with an in 
Wardly extending flange provided with pro 
jecting arms fixed on its terminal portions, 
a movable member having a vertical back 
portion extending in the form of a circle 
provided at its lower edge with an inwardly 
projecting flange adapted to lie in the plane 
of the flange on said fixed member, the ter 
minal portions of the flange being slidably 
engaged by the arms on said first mentioned 
flange, and means connected between said 
members and adapted to adjust the movable 
member to the fixed member. 
Kansas City, Missouri, July 5, 1917. 

SAMUEL P. HARTMAN. 
Witnesses: 

JAMES FoRE, 
HAROLD. H. HARTMAN. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' : 
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