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To all whom it may concern: . . 
Be it known that I, CHARLES F. SCAMMAN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Deering, in the county of Cumberland and 
State of Maine, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Toothpick-Ma 
chines; and Idohereby declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same. . 
My invention relates to a machine for mak 

ing tooth-picks of that type wherein a strip 
of veneer is fed over the edge of a stationary 
knife, a wooden block to which is imparted a 
reciprocating motion acting to force the strip 
intermittently against the knife, thus cutting 
off the picks in succession from the end of 
the strip. In this operation the body of the 
strip is forced by the block below the edge of 
the knife, and before it can be fed along 
again across the edge of the knife it must be 
lifted to a point slightly above the edge of the 
knife by means of a “plate” so called. . 
In prior machines of the class spoken of 

a spring by which it lifted itself and the strip 
automatically as the block went up, but the 
motion of the machine was so rapid and the 
strain so severe that the spring plate would 
frequently break. I have also used to over 
come this difficulty a plate which had a ver 
tical movement imparted to it by means of 
cams, the motion being positive in both di 
rections but I have found that this mechan 
ism was difficult to keep in order and required 
the services of a skilled mechanic. - 
According to my present invention I attac 

the plate to the pivoted lever against which 
a spring acts to force the plate upward, the 
lever extending forward of its pivoting point 
to form an arm to which is attached the plate 
and back of the pivoting point to form an arm 
against which the spring acts said lever be 
ing pivoted to the lower feed rolls. 
In the accompanying drawings I have illus 

trated a machine constructed according to my 
invention. w 

In the drawings Figure 1, is a plan or top 

view, Fig. 2, is a section on the line acac of 
Fig. 1. 
A represents the frame work of the ma 

chine. V 

C is the knife which has its cutting edge 
projecting upward. ". . . 
B is the block for feeding the strip of ve 

neer against the knife. 
b is the pitman rod and b' is the eccentric 

by which the block is reciprocated. 
e and f' are the feed rolls and e and fare 

their journals and D is the bed plate over 
which the veneer strip is fed. 
The operation of the machine is well known 

and consists of feeding the strip of veneer 
through the rolls and over the knife against 
which the block forces the forward edge of 
the veneer strip, cutting of successive por. 
tions to form tooth-picks. 
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The plate gis located directly in front of 
the feed rolls and back of the knife and is se 
cured to the forward armhof a lever Hwhich 
is hinged or pivoted to the journale of the 
lower feed roll and extends back beneath the 
bed D forming an arm h’. 
A spring which is shown as a coiled spring 

but which may be a rubber or any other suit. 
able spring, acts against the bed D and the 
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lever H and tends to force the plate and the 
forward end of the lever upward or in the di 
rection of the block. 
The operation of the plate is similar to its 

operation in the old form of machine, viz: 
the veneer strip rests on it and when it is 
forced downward by the action of the block 
the spring is compressed and when the block 
lifts the plate is forced upward lifting the ve 
neer above the edge of the knife into a posi 
tion where it can be fed forward. An adjust 
ing screw Ois provided for regulating the ver 
tical position of the plate. - 
The advantage which my device has over 

those hitherto in use is that the lever to which 
the plate is attached being so long and its 
motion being so much greater than that of 
the plate, I am enabled to make use of an in 
dependent spring which spring can be easily. 
replaced when it wears out and which is not 
easily worn out or destroyed. 
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I claim- , said plate is secured and a forward project- Io 
In a toothpick machine, the combination of ing arm and a spring adapted to act against 

a fixed knife, upper and under rolls for feed- said forward arm, substantially as described. 
ing a strip of veneer over the edge of said In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 

5 knife, a reciprocating block for forcing said presence of two witnesses. 
veneer against said knife, a plate between CHARLES F. SCAMMAN. 
said rolls and said knife for supporting said Witnesses: 
veneer, a lever pivoted on said under roll and DANL. F. EMERY, Jr., 
having a rearward projecting arm to which S. W. BATES, 

  


