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(57) Abstract: A silicon carbide substrate
which has a main surface (MS) that is
covered with a silicon dioxide layer (40) is
prepared. An opening (OP) is formed in the
silicon dioxide layer (40) by etching. A
residue (RS) of the etching is present on
the silicon carbide substrate in the opening
(OP). The residue (RS) is removed by
plasma etching wherein only an inert gas is
introduced. After the removal of the
residue (RS), a trench is formed in the
main surface (MS) of the silicon carbide
substrate by supplying a reactive gas to the
silicon carbide substrate, which is covered
with the silicon dioxide layer (40) that is
provided with the opening (OP), while
heating the silicon carbide substrate.
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