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This invention relates to bag catches such 
as are used for holding closed the frames 
of ordinary hand bags and the general ob 
ject of the invention is to provide a safety 

5 catch of this character by which the bag 
may be very readily locked against acciden 
tal opening movement when desired. 
A further object is to provide a device of 

this character which is very simple, which 
may be readily applied to all ordinary hand 
bags, and which will not mar the ornamen 
tal quality of the bag. 
My invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings wherein:- 
Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view of a 

hand bag frame showing my improved latch 
applied thereto; 

Fig. 2 is a section on the line 2-2 of Fig 
ure 1; 

Fig. 3 is a like view to Figure 2 but show 
ing the two sections of the bag frame in opened position; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the keeper. 
Referring to these drawings 10 and 11 

designate the opposite frames of a hand 
bag, the frame 10 being so formed as to en 
gage beneath the U-shaped frame 11 when 
the bag is closed that is, when the frames 
are closed. The frame 10 carries upon it 
the outwardly projecting keeper 12 formed 
with an aperture 13 and the frame 11 has 
mounted upon it the bolt 14 which, at its 
upper end carries a head 15 and at its lower 
end is screw-threaded as at 16. This bolt 

35 passes loosely through the frame 11 and 
surrounding the bolt and disposed between 
the head of the bolt and the frame is a 
coiled compression spring 17. A nut con 
stituting a stop 18 is disposed upon the bolt 
14 at the upper ends of the screw-threads 
16. The spring 17 urges the bolt outward 
and the nut or stop 18 limits outward move 
ment of the bolt 14 under the action of the 
spring 17. The screw-threaded end 16 of 
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threads on the keeper 12 and thus it will be 
obvious that when the bolt is forced inward 
against the action of the spring 17 and the 

1926. 

the bolt engages with the interior screw 

Serial No. 109,332. 

threads are engaged with the screw-threads 
on the keeper, the bolt is held from any 
Outward movement under the action of the 
Spring and the two sections of the bag frame 
are locked to each other against any acci 
dental movement. When it is desired to 
open the bag it is only necessary to un 
screw the bolt from its engagement with the 
keeper 12 and as soon as the threads of the 
bolt ale disengaged from the keeper, the 
spring 17 urges the bolt outward and en 
tirely free from the keeper. 
While have illustrated this device as be 

ing the sole means whereby the frames are 
kept closed it will be obvious that an ordi 
nary catch such as are commonly found on 
hand bags might be used upon the bag for 
normally holding it closed and this device 
be used for the purpose of locking it closed. 
While I have illustrated this device as 

applied to a hand bag I do not wish to be 
limited to this as it might be applied to 
other forms of bags. Neither do I wish to 
be limited to the exact form of the frame 
upon which this device is to be applied. 
I claim:- 
In a hand bag, opposed complementary 

frames, each of said frames having an an 
gularly disposed flange, the flange of one 
frame being adapted to overlap the flange 
of the other frame when the two frames 
are closed, the inner frame having an an 
gular keeper attached thereto inward of the 
flange, the keeper having a screw-threaded 
aperture, a bolt mounted upon the flange of 

end for engagement in the keeper and hav 
ing a stop inward of the screw-threaded 
portion, the outer end of the bolt having a 
head, and a spring surrounding the bolt and 
bearing at one end against the stop and the 
other end against the flange of the frame, 
the flange of that frame carrying the keep 
er being slotted to pass over said stop. 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my signature. 
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the other frame and screw-threaded at one 
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