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(54) Optical communication system for utility meters

(57)  The present invention relates to an improved
optical communication system for gas or electricity me-
ters. The system comprises a transmitter and a receiver
disposed on a utility meter, and a further transmitter and
receiver disposed on a receiver unit. The utility meter
transmitter is arranged to transmit a data signal and a
further signal to the receiver unit, with the further signal
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having a pulse width greater than a pulse width of the
data signal. The receiver unit further comprises a sep-
aration means for separating the data signal and the fur-
ther signal based on pulse width. The further signal may
contain calibration information or be used to link the me-
ter to external equipment. The present invention advan-
tageously allows for a reduction in component parts
while enhancing the functionality of the meter.
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