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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
HARRY INIORTON, OF OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA. 

PAEPER-ODER 

1,052,393. 

To all whom, it may concern: , 
Beit known that I, HARRY MORTON, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Oak 
land, in the county of Alameda and State of 
California, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Paper-Holders, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My present invention relates to holders 

for articles such as newspapers, menu cards, 
or the like, which dispose the articles in a 
convenient position with respect to the line 
of vision, for the purpose of reading there 
from. 
The principal object of my invention is to 

provide a simple, efficient device of the char 
acter described, utilizing certain available 
features of the elements which make up the 
combination, to reduce the number of parts 
to a minimum, to facilitate assembling, with 
a rigid structure as a consequence. 

In the drawings, forming a part of this 
specification:-Figure 1 is a front elevation 
of a device embodying my invention. Fig. 
2 is a side elevation of the same, the po 
sition of certain parts thereof being indi 
cated in dotted lines. Fig. 3 is a detailed 
view, at an enlarged Scale, of Supporting 
means used in connection with a rack of the 
device. Fig. 4 is a cross sectional view on 
the lines 4-4 of Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is a cross 
sectional view on the lines 5-5 of Fig. 2. 

Similar characters refer to similar parts 
throughout the several views. 

Generally speaking, the device includes a 
base structure 6, a symmetrical rack struc 
ture 7, for the reception of a paper, herein 
after termed -article-, and a retaining 
means or finger 8, the latter elements being 

The base 6 is of a 
weight, or weighed sufficiently to stabilize 
the superimposed elements and includes an 
internally threaded socket 9. The rack 7 
may be formed of one continuous piece of 
wire and as shown, U-shaped supports 10, 
spaced apart from each other in parallel re 
lation, are vertically disposed to support the. 
article at its lower margin. Extending up 
wardly from the U-shaped supports and co 
acting therewith to support the article in an 
upright position, is a sinuous support 11, 
such U-shaped supports and upright Sup 
port co-acting to carry the article, and the 
supports 10 and 11 may be disposed at any 
desired angle consistent with the objects of 
the invention, that is, to present and support J. 
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the article for the purpose of reading there 
from. 
As clearly shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 5, two 

of the sinus or fingers 12 of the support 11 
normally project downwardly intermediate 
the U-shaped supports 10 with their lower 
ends disposed beyond the forward uprights 
of Said supports and above the bases there 
of, but such members 12 are yieldable upon 
insertion of the article in place and their 
tendency to resume a normal position, under 
such condition, arches the article with re 
spect to its transverse section intermediate 
the U-shaped supports 10 and tends to firmly 
retain the article in place. The article is 
further held in place by means of the re 
taining means or finger S which is provided 
with a curved portion 13 normally interposed 
between the extensions of sinus 14 but yield 
able to permit insertion of the article in 
place, the tendency of the finger to return to 
a normal position, assisting in retaining the 
article in place. 
The entire rack is suitably carried by Wire 

portions 15, which continue with the U-shaped 
Supports 10, and straight terminal portions 
16 which are disposed adjacent to each 
other. Such terminal portions 16 together 
with the lower terminal 17 of the finger S, 
are grouped together in parallel relation as 
shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings, retained in 
Such group position by a collar 18, and may 
be inter-connected by solder 19 as shown in 
Fig. 4 so that a stem like terminal is pro 
vided. The periphery of the stem like ter 
minal is screw threaded complementary to 
the internally screw threaded socket 9 of the 
base 6 to be inserted thereinto. 
From the foregoing it is made manifest 

that provide a simple, efficient device, the 
rack and retaining means being Supported 
by the base, through portions or extensions 
from the former element which reduce the 
number of parts to a minimum without de 
tracting from the artistic appearance of the 
completed device. 

I claim:- 
An article holder comprising in combina 

tion, a base, and a symmetrical rack carried 
by said base formed of one continuous Wire, 
the rack, at each side of the axis of sym metry, consisting of a portion extending lat 

60 

65 

75 

80 

8 

90 

95 

100 

105 

erally with respect to the base, then formed 
with a U-shaped support for the lower mar: 
gin of the article supported, said U-shaped 0. 
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Support having a forward upright then a 
portion extending upwardly from said U 
shaped Support, forming an upright Sup 
port for the article, then retroverted in 
Wardly toward the axis of symmetry and 
formed as a finger projecting downwardly 
with its lower end disposed beyond the for 
Ward uprights of Sald U-shaped supports 
and above the base thereof, then retroverted 
upwardly and curved to the axis of sym 
metry and continuous with the complemen 

tary portion of the rack at the other side of 
the axis of symmetry, the said U-shaped sup 
port of each symmetrical half of the rack 
being allined with respect to each other to 15 
coactively carry the article supported. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
HARRY MORTON. 

Witnesses: 
F. P. SCHROEDER, 
W. A. STOCK. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 


