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UNITED  STATES PATENT OFFICE

Application June 28, 1940, Serial No. 342,868
(Cl. 161—260)

14 Claims.

The present invention relates to .a holder for
sales slips, and especially to a holder incorporat-
ing a mechanism by which the customer’s name
and address may be printed directly upon the
slip from an identification plate carried by.the
customer. )

In the Christenson Patent No. 2,101,787, a
holder of this character has a base in which the
sales slips are positioned and a writing surface
over which the sales slips are positioned during
the .entry of the required sales information
thereon by the sales.clerk. This -patent - also
provided for the printing not only of the cus-
tomer’s name and address from an identification
plate, but incorporated small printing characters
for printing on the sales slip at the same time the
date of the sale, the sales clerk number, the de-
partment number, or other information  which,
during the course of the day, would-be duplicated
on every slip. 'The mechanism-of this patent is
entirely satisfactory in character, but the ar-
rangement of parts shown is not such that the
identification plate may be readily mounted and
removed and, also, the mechanism does not pro-
vide “for an easy substitution of the printing
plate carrying the so-called constant informa-
tion.. The principal object of the present inven-
tion is to provide for an extremely legible print-
ing of either the information ‘on the identifica-
tion plate, or the constant information, by a very
simply operated mechanism:

On.-many sales slips, the customer’s name and
address-appear in more than one place, as the
sales slip is thereafter separated into sections,

one of which may be, for example, applied to the-’

bundle -and another section may be handed to
the customer as a record of his or her purchase.
The customer ‘naturaily carries only one identi-
fication plate, and the present invention accord-
ingly provides for a movable mounting for the
identification plate within the holder so that the
information thereon may be printed at two
spaced places on the sales slip.

The prime purpose of incorporating a printing
mechanism within a sales book holder is to as-
sist the clerk in completing the sale, so that the
clerk will be able to make a larger number of
sales than if the sales slip were filled out entirely
by hand, and also to make sure that the sales
slip and the carbon copies may be entirely legible
to the accounting department or to the charge
department to which the copies of the sales slips
are delivered. The holder of the present inven-
tion incorporates features which make for the
most rapid completion of the sales clerk’s en-
tries on the sales slip. These nhovel features
which cooperate in producing a sales book holder
making possible the rapid completion of each
sale, will more fully appear from the .following
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detailed description- taken- in~ connection  with
the accompanying drawings, in which—

Pig. 11is a perspective view of a holder embody-
ing the invention with the cover open:

Fig, 2is a transverse sectional view through -
the holder with the cover closed.’

Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view through
the holder with the cover removed:

Fig. 4 is a sectional view along theline 4-—4 of
Fig. 1.

Fig. 57 a plan view of ‘the urderside of the-
cover showing the mounting of the identification
plate together with the mechanism for shifting
the plate within the cover.

Fig. 6 is an enlarged sectional view showing the
lock which retains the covér in closed position,
and the mechanism for disengaging the lock,

Fig. 7'is a sectional view on an enlarged scale -
of the roller mounting by which the characters
on the printing pldtes may be transferred to the
sales slips.

Fig, 8 is a plan view of a portion of the box, .
showing the arrangement for adjustable mount-
ing of the carbon papers which are interleaved
between the sales slips.

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary side elevation, with
parts broken away to show the mechanism by
which the cover may be released after having
been locked in. closed position.

Fig. 10 is an end elevation of a modified form
of sales book holder.

With reference to the drawings, the holder has
a base-I having upwardly projecting side walls 2
and 3, to the former of which is hinged a cover 4.
It will be noted that a portion 2a¢ of the wall 2 is
offset to form a shoulder .8, and that the portion
2a projects substantially above the upper edge of
the -opposite wall 3.

The base also has end walls 6 and-7, and a -
frame 8 is hinged as at § to the.wall. 7. The
frame is box-shaped and rests-upon the upper
edges of the-side wall 3 and the end wall 6, and:
also engages -with. the-shoulder -5, as. shown. in.-
Fig. 2. The end-wall: 6. preferably has an: up-
wardly projecting tonge 18-engageable in.a noteh-
{1 in the frame, to- hold- the base and frame-in-
alinement. )

As shown in Fig. 3, a pad of sales:slips 12.are
positioned within the base and are of the con--
tinuous form. type, in which two- or mozre.strips
of forms are interleaved and are-then -folded- in-
zigzag relation, so that the several strips-may be.
drawn out simultaneously through a:slot-13.in.
the frame to overlie-the writing .plate -14. For
guiding . the strip of sales slips, the- base has a-
roller {5 at-the end of the base -remote: from. the:
slot 13,-and within.the frame is- positioned a.rod:
16 of substantial -diameter around.which .the.
sheets are directed -just before passing -through:
the slot 13,
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Spaced pins T adjacent the slot I8 support
a guide bar 1€ under which the sales slips are di-
rected for holding them in close contact with the
writing plate. The bar is notched to engage with
the pins and is flexible to permit its disengage-
ment therefrom, if desired. At the end of the
frame remote from the slot {3 is a similar slip
holding bar (9, pivoted at one end on a SCrew 20
and having a notch Z! at the opposite end en-
gageable with a screw 22 projecting upwardly
from the frame.

For the entry of the information with respect
to each sale on the several superposed slips over-
lying the writing plate, the frame has a pair of
upwardly projecting spaced pins 23 adjacent to
the pins i1, and carbon supporting arms 24 ex-
tend between the pairs of pins and hold the edges
of the carbon sheets 25 in position. By provid-
ing a pair of pins adjacent each end of the car-
bon arms, the latter each having an opening
therein engageable with one of the pins, it is
possible to adjust the carbon strips endwise by
shifting the carbon arms from the full line posi-
tion shown in Fig. 8, in which they engage one
pin of each pair, to the position shown in dot
dash lines in engagement with the other pin of
each pair. In this manner, the carbon sheets
are shifted to provide for a more satisfactory
impression on the sheets after the carbon has
been used for a period of time.

The writing plate 14, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3,
provides a substantially continuous surtace in the
same plane as the top edges of the frame 8, and
has a projecting handle i4e by which the plate
may be moved laterally and returned to the nor-
mal position of Fig. 1. The opposite edges of
the plate are received in and guided by notches
36 in the frame 8, and also by a centrally posi-
tioned strip 27, the ends of which are secured
to the frame and which is received in a slot 28,
transversely of the writing plate.

Along the inner edge of the writing plate is
positioned a rod 28, the ends of which are jour-
nalled in projections 30 on the writing plate.
This rod, as shown in Figs. 2 and 7, is fiuted and
has mounted thereon metallic sleeves 31, within
each of which is positioned a sleeve 32 of rubber,
or other resilient material, so that the metallic
sleeves are resiliently mounted on the rod. Ad-
jacent each end of the rod 29 is mounted a small
disk 83, which engages with and rolls on a part
of the notch 26, thereby supporting the rod
against downward deflection during the move-
ment of the writing plate with the attached rod,
as will hereinafter appear. The purpose of the
rod and sleeves mounted thereon is to provide
for transferring information carried by the plates
mounted in the cover to the sales slips, and the
printing is obtained by rolling the sleeves against
the under surface of the lowermost slip, thereby
forcing the slips into contact with the printing
plates.

As shown in Figs. 2 and 4, the cover has rigidly
mounted therein a supporting plate 34, which
rests upon shoulders 35 forming an integral part
of the cover, so that the plate is rigidly held.
On the underside of the plate are provided op-
posed lugs 36 and 317, Fig. 2, which receive there-
between a plate 38 having the ends 38a bent out
of the normal plane of the plate to engage be-
tween and to be held by the lugs 36 and 37, the
latter, as shown, having their opposed faces bev-
elled for a more secure attachment of the plate
38. Between the plate 38 and the supporting
plate 34 is positioned a rigid pad 39, which forms

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

70

75

2,290,097

a solid backing for the printing plate 38. The
pad 39 is secured to the supporting plate 34 and
is unsecured to the printing plate, so that the
latter, by movement in a direction parallel to
the bent ends thereof, may be released from the
holding action of the lugs 36 and 37.

The plate 38, as shown, is intended to carry
thereon upraised integral printing characters,
Fig. 5, for marking on the sales slip the merchan-
dise sold. The supporting plate 34 also suppports,
as shown in Figs. 1 and 4, similar printing plates
40, 41, 42 and 43 which may indicate, for exam-
ple, the department in which the sale is made,
the sales clerk’s number, and the month and the
day of the sale. These plates are of the same
general shape as is the plate 38, each of these
plates having the opposite edges bent out of the
normal plane of the plate for engagement be-
tween lugs 44, 45, 46, 41 and 48, which have their
opposing edges bevelled to receive the printing
plates. Between the lugs are positioned suitable
pads 49, functioning in the same manner as the
pad 39.

Where the so-called constant information such
as the department number, and the number of
the sales clerk, must appear at several different
points on the sales slip, similar printing plates
40’ and 41’ may be mounted on the underside of
the supporting plate 34 in the same manner as
the plates 40 and 4. It will be understood that
where the original sales slip is divided into sev-
eral sections as is frequently the case, that the
constant information must appear on each of
these sections; accordingly, the particular posi-
tion of the printing plates on the supporting
plate 34 is dependent entirely upon the arrange-
ment of the sales slip to which this information
is transferred.

The supporting plate 34 also supports a cus-
tomer’s identification plate in such a manner
that it may be readily mounted thereon and re-
moved therefrom by the sales clerk. To this end,
the supporting plate 34 has a slot 58 to receive
the inner end of a control bar 51, the opposite
end of which projects beyond the lower end of
the cover to act as a handle. To the inner end
of the control bar is fastened a slide 52 on the
underside of the supporting plate, and this slide
is preferably guided by a bar 53 forming an in-
tegral part of the supporting plate. The cus-
tomer’s identification plate 58 may be mounted
on the slide 52 in any desired manner, so that
it may be readily releasable. A preferred mount-
ing for the identification plate 54 comprises a pair
of spaced headed pins 55 and 56 projecting from
the slide 52. These pins are engageable in
notches 57 and 58 in adjoining edges of the iden-
tification plate, and the latter is held against ac-
cidental removal by the heads on the pins. It
will be apparent that, where a large number of
stores in a single city are using identification
plates of this character for their customers, the
spacing between the pins may be different for
each of the stores, so that the customers for one
store will have plates fitting the sales books hold-
ers in that store only, and thus there can be no
confusion between the charge customers of vari-
ous stores.

The slide 52 is movable so that the information
carried by the identification plate may appear
in two places spaced apart on the sales slip. The
two separate locations for the identification plate
during the printing are determined by lugs 9 and
60 mounted on the underside of the supporting
plate 34, and the slide 52 with the identification
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plate. mounted thereoh may be shifted by means .

of the bar 51, so that the slide engages -selec-
tively with either of thelugs.

For the printing-mechanism to operate, the.

cover. is moved into the: closed: position of Fig. 2,

while the writing plate and associated mechanism .

is in the position of Figs. 1 and 2. The cover is

securely locked in closed : position. during. the .

printing, and. to this end the base | has an up-
standing bar 61 having an opening 62 in the.end
thereof, Fig. 6, engageable with a projecting pin
$3 on a latch 684 attached to and extending down-
wardly from the cover. As the cover is closed, the
pin 63, which is bevelled as shown, rides over

the end of the bar 6{; and into engagement with

the opening 62, the latch 84 being. resilient to
permit an inward movement of the lower end
thereof as. the cover is closed.. With the cover
locked in closed position, the. writing plate 14
with the rod 29 and parts mounted thereon is
moved outwardly (toward the right, Fig. 2), so
that the sales slips are urged upwardly toward the
printing plates 38,49, 41, 42 and 48 and the iden-
tification plate while the latter is in the upper or

full line position of Fig. 5. The latch 64 does
not interfere with the outward movement of the

writing plate, since the latter has the slot 28
in line with the latch.

The writing plate and associated mechanism
having moved outwardly as far as possible, the
identificaticn plate is moved downwardly manu-
ally into the dot dashline position of Fig. 5
by a downward pull on the projecting bar 5l,
and by then returning the writing plate fo its
normal .position of Fig. 2, the sleeve 31 in line
with the plate makes the second printing of the
material on the identification plate onto the
sales slips.

As the writing plate and associated mechanism
is moved inwardly (to the left, Fig. 2), depending
camming lugs 65 engage with the lower end of the
latch 54 on opposite sides of the bar 61, to move
the lateh inwardly and disengage the pin 63.
The camming lugs 65 engage adjacent to or at

the lower edge of the latch, and have angularly .

positioned leading edges 65a which, upon disen-
gagement of the pin 63, urge the entire latch
64 upwardly, thereby slightly opening the cover so
that the pin 63 will not again reengage without
an intentional downward push on the cover, If

desired, a small lock §6 may be carried by a screw 5

67 on .the. frame 8 in a position to swing into
line with the writing plate adjacent one of the
notches 28, for holding the writing plate in its
inward or normal position. This latch may be
of value where the customer’s signature must ap-
pear on the sales slip, as the latch will hold the
writing plate in position when the sales clerk
hands the entire holder to the customer for the
signature.

For a more complete understanding of the
function of the printing mechanism, it will be
apparent that the sleeves 3{, being resiliently
mounted as they are on the rod 29, constitute
roilers which press upwardly against the under
sides of the sales slips and thereby press the low-
ermost slip against the superposed carbon and
the slips thereabove against the carbon papers,
with the topmost slip pressing against a carbon
sheet overlying the slip.
charscters on the printing- and - identification
plates press downwardiy in opposed relation to
the printing rellers, and thus the characters
thereon are transferred to all of the sales slips
positioned on the writing plate.

Once the entry of the complete sale hag been

The raised printing-
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made, the sales slips..are pulled endwise by the .
clerk;: who-grasps the lower.edges thereof and by
pulling .endwise, withdraws.the completely filled
out :sales. slips..and. places.in readiness: for .the
subsequent : sale. the superposed :slips nhecessary
for recording that sale.

As best shown in: Fig. 10; it may be desirable
in .many:instances. to:-have the cover detached
from.the.remainder: of the sales book holder for -
attachment thereto.only during. the time that the
printing. mechanism is  functioning. In . this
event, it may be possible:that several sales clerks
in :a. gingle. department -might all: use a single
cover .with the. mechanism therein for perform=
ing.the printing on the sales slips. In‘this event,
the.cover 4’y instead. of being securely hinged to
the. base..{’ as .in .the.arrangement of Figs. 1
and 2, has.a hook 68 engageable with a detent 69
on the base I. The detent extends preferably the
entire. length of one wall ‘of the base and.the
hook .68 :ig similarly -elongated, and the cover is
then -apblied by engaging the hook with the de-
tent and rocking the cover into closed position.
In this -arrangement, the cover may be held
closed by the same latch above described and
clearly shown in Figs. 6 and.9.

I claim:

1. A _holder . for ~salesslips, including a base
within -which .a supply of slips is positioned, a
writing plate-over which the slips are positioned
for. the entry of information thereon, a.cover
movably mounted on the base for movement into
and.out .of a-closed position overlying the writ-
ing.plate, said cover being movable info an open
position such. that information may be written-
on the sales slips on the writing plate, said cover
having therein .at least one printing plate, and
roll means .movably mounted in the base for
pressing the- sales slips on the writing plate
against the printing plate, said roll means being
engageable with the sales slips on the side oppo-
site to the printing plate.

2. A holder for sales slips, including a- base
within -which a supply of slips -is positioned, a
writing plate over which the slips are positioned
for the entry of information thereon, a cover at-
tached to the base and having therein printing
plates, and roll means mounted on one edge of
the writing plate, the latter being movable to
carry the rcll means underneath the sales slips
to press them against the printing plate.

3. A’ holder for . sales -slips, including a base
within which a supply of slips is positioned, a
writing plate over which the slips are positioned
for the entry of information thereon, a cover
movably mounted on the base for movement into
and out of a closed position overlying the writing
plate, said cover being movable from said closed
position into an open position such that informa-
tion may ke written upon the slips on the writing
plate, said cover having mounted therein at least
one printing plate, roll means movably mounted
in the base for pressing the sales slips on the
writing plate against the printing plate, and.
means for locking the cover in closed position
during movement of said roll means, said lock-
ing means holding the printing plates against
movement with respect to the sales slips.

4. In a printing mechanism associated with a
holder for sales slips or the like, a writing plate
on which sales slips or the like are positioned for.
the entry of information thereon, means for sup-
porting a printing plate in predetermined rela-
tion to the writing plate, cooperating roll means
movable with respect to the printing plate for
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urging the sales slips against the plate and
means for shifting the position of the printing
plate to a second operative position also in a po-
sition to cooperate with said roll means, where-
by two spaced impressions from the printing
plate may appear on each sales slip.

5. In a printing mechanism associated with a
holder for sales slips or the like, a writing plate
on which sales slips or the like are positioned for
the entry of information thereon, means for
supporting a printing plate in predetermined re-
lation to the writing plate, cooperating roll
means movable with respect to the printing plate
for urging the sales slips against the plate, and
means for shifting the position of the printing
plate for a second printing operation in spaced
relation to the first printing, said printing plate
in its second position cooperating with said roll
means.

6. In a printing mechanism associated with a
holder for sales slips or the like, a writing plate
on which sales slips or the like are positioned for
the entry cf information thereon, said plate be-
ing movable with respect to the holder, a mem-
ber adapted to overlie the writing plate and mov-
able relative thereto, a printing means mounted
on said member, means associated with the writ-
ing plate for pressing the sales slips against the
printing means when the member is in a position
coverlying the writing plate, said pressing means
being separated by movement of the writing plate
with respect to the holder.

7. In a printing mechanism associated with a
holder for sales slips or the like, a writing plate
on which sales slips or the like are positioned
for the entry of information thereon, said plate
being movable with respect to the holder, a mem-
ber adapted to overlie the writing plate and mov-
able relative thereto, a printing means mounted
on said member, means associated with the writ-
ing plate for pressing the sales slips against the
printing means when the member is in a posi-
tion overlying the writing plate, said pressing
means being actuated by movement of the writ-
ing plate with respect to the holder, and means
for locking the member in operative position dur-
ing the printing.

8. In a printing mechanism associated with a
holder for sales slips or the like, a writing plate
on which sales slips or the like are positioned for
the entry of information thereon, a member
adapted to overlie the writing plate and movable
relative thereto, a printing means mounted on
said member, means associated with the writing
plate for pressing the sales slips against the
printing means when the member is in a posi-
tion overlying the writing plate, said writing plate
being movable for carrying the means associated
therewith past the printing means, means for
locking the member in operative position during
the printing, and means responsive to movement
of the writing plate for disengaging said locking
means.

9. In a printing mechanism associated with a
holder for sales slips or the like, a writing plate
on which sales slips or the like are positioned for
the entry of infermation thereon, a member
adapted to overlie the writing plate and movable
relative thereto, printing means on said member,
and means associated with and movable with the
writing plate for pressing the sales slips against
the printing means, said writing plate being mov-
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able to carry the means associated therewith past
the printing means.

10. In a printing mechanism associated with
a holder for sales slips or the like, a writing plate
on which sales slips or the like are positioned for
the entry of information thereon, a member
adapted to overlie the writing plate and movable
relative thereto, a printing plate mounted on said
member and movable relative thereto into spaced
printing positions, means on the member for ac-
curately locating the printing positions of the
printing plate, and means located on the side
of the sales slips opposite to the printing plate
for pressing the slips against the printing plate
in all of the spaced printing positions.

11, In a printing mechanism associated with
a holder for sales slips or the like, a base, a writ-
ing plate on which sales slips or the like are posi-
tioned for the entry of information thereon,
means on the base for guiding the plate for
movement relative thereto, a cover adapted to
overlie the printing plate and movable relative
to the base, a printing plate carried by said cover
and a roller carried by the writing plate and en-
gageable with the sales slips on the side opposite
to the printing plate for pressing the sales slips

gainst the printing plate during the movement
of the writing plate.

12. In a printing mechanism associated with a
holder for sales slips or the like, a base, a writ-
ing plate on which sales slips or the like are posi-
tioned for the entry of information thereon,
means on the base for guiding the plate for
movement relative thereto, a cover adapted to
overlie the printing plate and movable relative
to the base, a printing plate carried by said cover
and a resiliently mounted roller carried by the
writing plate and engageable with the sales slips
on the side opposite to the printing plate for
pressing the sales slips against the printing plate
during the movement of the writing plate.

13. In a printing mechanism associated with a
holder for sales slips or the like, a base, a writ-
ing plate on which sales slips or the like are
positioned for the entry of information thereon,
means on the base for guiding the plate for move-
ment relative thereto, a cover adapted to overlie
the printing plate and movable relative to the
base, a printing plate carried by said cover and
a roller carried by the writing plate and engage-
able with the sales slips on the side opposite to
the printing plate for pressing the sales slips
against the printing plate during the movement
of the writing plate, said roller comprising a me-
tallic sleeve, and a resilient sleeve within said
metallic sleeve.

14. In a printing mechanism associated with
a holder for sales slips or the like, a writing plate
on which sales slips or the like are positioned for
the entry of information thereon, a member
adapted to overlie the writing plate and movable
relative thereto, a printing means mounted on
said member, means associated with the writing
plate for pressing the sales slips against the print-
ing plate when the member is in a position over-
lying the writing plate, and means for releasably
holding the printing means on said member, said
last means including spaced headed pins, the
printing means having notches in adjoining edges
engageable with the pins.

JOSEPH A. DUNN.
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