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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, HIALD. BROOKE, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at San Fran 
cisco, in the county of San Francisco and State 
of California, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Hollow Cement Building 
Blocks, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 

This invention relates to cement building 
blocks, and has for its object to produce a 
comparatively simple inexpensive device of 
this character in which a free circulation of 
air through a wall or other structure com 
posed of the blocks will be maintained, one 
wherein expansion and contraction are mini 
mized and one in which the individual blocks 
will be securely locked in position in the wall, 
regardless of the cement or other binding 
material employed. 
With these and other objects in view the in 

vention comprises the novel features of con 
struction and combination of parts more fully 
hereinafter described. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a perspective view, partly in section, of a por 
tion of a wall constructed of my improved 
blocks. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of one of 
the blocks, . 

Referring to the drawings, and particularly 
Fig. 2, it will be seen that the improved block 
comprises a pair of parallel side portions or 
sections 1, arranged in spaced relation and 
connected adjacent their ends by transverse 
connecting portions or webs 2, each having 
its outer face concaved to produce a normally 
vertical groove or channel 3, the parts 1 and 
2 serving conjointly to bound an enlarged air 
opening or passage 4, provided centrally and 
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vertically through the block. The side sec 
tions 1 of the block have formed upon their 
normally lower edges longitudinally-extend 
ing ribs or tongues 5, preferably of substan 
tially semicircular formin cross-section, while 
formed in the normally upper edges of the 
sections are longitudinal grooves or channels 
6, of a cross-sectional form, corresponding to 
that of the tongues and adapted in practice to 
receive the latter, there being formed in the 
upper and lower edges of the webs 2, at a 

5o point centrally between the sections 1, semi 

circular grooves or channels 7, arranged par 
allel with the longitudinal axis of the block 
and communicating at their ends with the pas 
sages and opening 4, respectively. 

In practice when a number of the blocks are 
assembled for erecting a wall, as illustrated in 
Fig. 1, the grooves 6 in the blocks compos 
ing one course of the wall receive the tongues 
5 of the superposed blocks forming the con 
tiguous course of the wall, thus securely lock 
ing the individual blocks in position. It is 
to be observed that the blocks in each course 
are arranged in endwise alinement with their 
adjacent ends abutting, whereby the tongues 
5 and grooves 6 will be practically continuous 
throughout the entire length of the wall and 
the channels 3 in the meeting ends of the 
blocks conjointly produce vertical air flues or 
passages. It is further to be noted that the 
meeting ends of a pair of blocks in one course 
of the wall are disposed between the ends of 
a block in a contiguous course, whereby the 
locking of the blocks in the wall is more ef 
fectually accomplished and the air passages 
or flues formed by the channels 3 are disposed 
above and between the ends of the opening 4 
in the underlying block, while at the same 
time the air-passages 7 insure the free circu 
lation of air from one opening 4 to another 
and also from a pair of adjacent openings 4 
into and through the passages 3. . 
From the foregoing it is apparent that I 

produce a simple building-block which in 
practice will sufficiently perform its functions 
to the attainment of the ends in view, it be 
ing understood that minor changes in the de 
tails hereinset forth may be resorted to with 
out departing from the spirit of the invention. 
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Having thus fully described the invention, 
what is claimed as new is 
A hollow building-block comprising a pair 

of spaced side sections and transverse connect 
ing-webs producing an enlarged central open 
ing in the block, said webs being provided at 
their outer-faces and at the ends of the block 
with grooves or channels disposed transversely 
of the latter and upon their upper and lower 
edges with grooves extending in a direction 
longitudinal of the block, the latter grooves 
being situated at a point between the side sec 
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tions and adapted to communicate with the 
end channels and central opening, and a lon 
gitudinally-extending tongue provided on one 

my name to this specification in the presence 
of two subscribing witnesses. 

side edge of each of the sections, the opposite HAL ). BROOKE. 
5 edge of each section being provided with a Witnesses: 
corresponding longitudinal groove. JAS. W. BuTLER, 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto signed WM. KoLMAN. 
  


