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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN H. MoWEN, a 

citizen of the United States, and resident of 
the borough of Brooklyn, city, county, and 
State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Caskets, 
of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to burial caskets or 

the like, in which the cover is made with a 
removable horizontal top section and a rela 
tively fixed section adjacent thereto. 
The particular object of my invention is to 

so construct the said cover, that when the re 
movable section is in position the point at 
which said section engages the relatively 
fixed section is hidden from view. 
A further object of my invention is to 

fashion the one end of the fixed section 
which comes adjacent to the end of the re 
movable section so as to present a neat, fin 
ished, and even an ornamental appearance 
when the removable section is not in place. 
In prior constructions the covers of caskets 
of the kind to which my invention relates 
have been provided with a heavy saddle lo 
cated adjacent to the point of connection be 
tween the two sections, which saddle pre 
sented hard and ugly lines at all times and 
which made the cover extremely heavy and 
awkward to handle. 
My invention will be fully described here 

inafter and the features of novelty will be 
pointed out in the appended claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany 
ing drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a sectional view of a casket 
constructed according to my invention and 
taken on the line 1-1 of Fig. 2; Fig. 2 is a 
plan view thereof; and Fig. 3 is an enlarged 
detail section of a portion of the cover. 
In the drawings 1 represents the body of 

the casket and 2 the cover thereof, which 
may be secured in position in any suitable 
and well-known manner. The upper hori 
Zontal portion of said cover 2 comprises a 
fixed section 3 and the relatively removable 
section 4. The end face of the section 3 
which engages the Section 4 when said sec 
tion 4 is in position, is preferably finished 
with a molding 5, which may be either orna 
mental or plain. The section 3 is prefer 
ably provided with an extension 3 which 
projects beneath the section 4 and forms a 
support for the one end of said section 4. 

6 and 7 are ornamental scrolls, which are 

Secured to the section 3 in any suitable man 
ner as by pasting, Screwing, or otherwise. 
The Ornamental scroll 6, as can be readily 
Seen by referring to Fig. 1, extends over the 
molding 5 and projects beyond the free edge 
thereof. The scrolls 6 and 7 and the mold 
ing 5 may be made of any suitable cheap 
plastic material as for instance “Wood pulp, 
paper pulp, or the like, covered with a suit 
able material. The scrolls 6 and 7 in their 
finished condition are somewhat pliable so as to be readily adaptable to any particular 
form of cover. When the removable section 
4 is in position on the cover, the one end 
thereof extends beneath the scroll 6, so that 
Said Scroll 6 obscures from view the point 
of engagement of Said section 4 with the 
molding 5. The opposite end of said sec 
tion 4 may be secured in position by a suit 
able catch S. 

If it is desired to remove the section 4 
the catch 8 is first released, after which said Section 4 may be readily pulled from beneath 
the molding 6 and removed. In replacing 
said Section in position, the one end thereof 
is first inserted under the molding 6, after 
which the opposite end is engaged with the 
catch 8. The scrolls 6 and 7, as well as the molding 5 are very light in weight and of 
an ornamental finish, so that even when 
the Section 4 is removed the remaining sec 
tion 8 presents a neat, and ornamental ap 
pearance, the Scrolls 6 and 7 having the ap 
pearance of being formed directly on the up 
per portion of the cover. If desired the space 
9 between the scrolls 6 and 7 may be used to 
accommodate, an inscription plate. In cas 
kets constructed according tomy invention, 
When both sections are in position, no divi 
sion line is visible and the cover has the ap pearance of having a solid, one-piece top. 
The present invention does away with the 

use of the customary heavy saddle hereto 
fore used so that the cover is not excessively 
heavy and is easily handled. 
Although I have described the scrolls 6 

and 7 as being separate elements I wish it 
distinctly understood that the said scrolls 
may be formed in one piece with the cover 
section 3. The end of said section instead 
of having the molding 5 applied thereto 
might itself be finished in an ornamental 
manner. I further desire it to be under 
stood that the term “scroll’ used in the 
specification or claims is intended to cover 
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any ornamental or other device suitable for 
the purpose intended. 

Various modifications may be made with 
out departing from the spirit of my inven 
tion as defined in the claims. 

claim: 
1. A casket having a body and a cover for 

said body comprising a removable section 
and a relatively fixed section both extending 
in the same plane and having their adja 
cent ends in engagement with each other, 
one of Said sections having a portion ar 
ranged in an adjacent parallel plane and 
projecting beyond and over the point of en 
gagement of Said sections. 

2. A casket comprising a body, a cover for 
said body provided with a removable sec 
tion and a relatively fixed section adjacent 
thereto, a molding extending along the one 
edge end of said fixed section, which en 
gages the removable section and a strip of 
material secured to said fixed section and 
projecting over and beyond the said mold 
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ing so as to conceal the line of engagement 
of said sections. 

3. A casket having a body and a cover 
comprising a removable and a relatively 
fixed section extending in the same plane 
and having their adjacent ends in engage 
ment with each other, a projection on one of 
said sections arranged in a plane adjacent 
to and parallel with that of the section and 
extending over the other section beyond 
the point of engagement of said sections 
and another projection on one of said Sec 
tions arranged in a plane adjacent to and 
parallel with that of the section and extend 
ing under the other section beyond the point 
of engagement of Said sections. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand in the presence of two subscribing 
witnesses. 

JOHN H. MOWEN. 
Witnesses: 

E. O. PEOPLEs, 
F. F. KIRIKEATRICK. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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