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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
FRANK. J. MACKLIN, CLARENCE HARBISON, AND FRANK W. TRIMMER, OF COLUMBUS, 

OHIO, 

SEATING DEWICE. 

985,914. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Ie it known that we, FRANK. J. MACKLIN, 

CLARENCE HARBISON, and FRANK. W. TriM 
MER, citizens of the United States, residing 
at Columbus, in the county of Franklin 
and State of Ohio, have invented certain 
new and useful improvements in Sealing 
Devices, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
Our invention relates to improvements in 

sealing devices and is adapted especially for 
application to an electric meter of the ordi 
nary construction. When applied thereto 
our sealing device can be removed so as to 
tamper with the meter only by breaking the 
key or some other portion thereof, which 
will at once disclose the fact that a wrong 
ful entry to the meter has been made. The 
preferred construction thereof will be here 
in after fully set forth. 

In the drawings attached hereto and 
hereby made a part of this specification, 
Figure 1 is a face view of a meter with our 
sealing device attached thereto. Fig. 2 is an 
edge view of our sealing device in place as 
seen from above in Fig.1 with the detach 
able member removed. Fig. 3 is a section 
through the key chamber showing the key in 
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place. Fig. 4 is an edge view of the detach 
able member. Fig. 5 is an edge view of the 
key partly in section. 

Referring to the drawings in which the 
same numeral refers to the same part 
throughout, 1 is an electric meter provided 
with a door or plate 2 having thereon the 
wing nuts 3 and 4 securing the door in 
place. We provide a bar 5 which is cut out 
at 6 at one end thereof, and has the shoulder 
7 adjacent thereto with the inclined channel 
8 formed therein for the reception of one of 
the wings of the nut 3. Reference to Fig. 2 
shows a beveled edge of one of the wings of 
the nut 3 in place in the channel 8 of the 
shoulder 7, the channel 8 being sloped or in 
clined to receive the beveled wing. Adja 
cent to the opposite end of the bar 5 is an 
elongated opening 9 therethrough, and near 
its end the bar is provided with the cham 
bered portion 10 having at one end the 
shoulder 11, and at its other end is formed a 
shoulder 12. On either side of the elongated 
opening 9 are formed lugs 13 and 14. 
The detachable member 15 shown in de 

tail in Fig. 4 is provided with the cham 
bered portion 16, and the extensions 17 and 
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18, and at one end thereof has formed the 
inclined channel 19, and at the other end is 
channeled as appears at 20. A channel cor 
responding to 20 is formed on the bar 5 
at 21. 
As shown in Fig. 3, the key member is 

provided with a head 22, and the extensions 
23 and 24 adapted to take into the channels 
20 and 21 when the key is seated. Carried 
on the inner portion of the key on the exten 
sion 25 is the wire spring 26 which is col 
lapsed when the key is pushed into the 
chamber, and when seated therein expands 
So that the Outer ends thereof engage the 
shoulder 11 in the chamber on the bar mem 
ber 5 and the corresponding shoulder 27 
formed in the detachable member 15. When 
the key is positioned, therefore, the parts are 
locked against separation at the outer end 
thereof. In positioning the detachable 
member 15 the extensions 17 and 18 are 
slipped into lugs 13 and 14 on the bar mem 
ber 5, and thereby the detachable member is 
prevented from separation both laterally 
and vertically at that end thereof, and the 
key prevents separation at the opposite end. 
Therefore, when the parts are thus disposed 
the detachable member 15 is locked to the 
bar member 5. The Wing nut 4 projecting 
through the opening 9 has one of its wings 
positioned in the inclined channel 19, and 
the member 15 being locked, the position of 
the wing nut 4 is fixed. 
In positioning the parts the following or'- 

der is observed, namely: The wing nuts are 
turned in the direction shown in Fig. 1; the 
bar 5 is then slipped beneath the wing on 
the nut 3 until it is positioned as appears; 
the bar 5 is then lowered over the wing nut 
4; thereupon the detachable member 15 is 
moved into place beneath one of the Wings 
of the nut 4 which takes into the channel 19, 
and at the same time the extensions 17 and 
18 slide beneath the lugs 13 and 14, and 
thereupon the key 22 is positioned and all the 
parts are thereby locked together. It is now 
impossible to enter the meter without break 
ing the key 22 which is a frangible key, and 
the stem 28 thereof is preferably reduced 
greatly where it joins the head 22, so that 
the breaking is easily accomplished when 
ever it is desired to enter the meter for 
proper purposes. 
We do not desire to confine ourselves to 

the specific construction set forth herein, but 
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desire to have the advantage of all modifi 
cations which lie within the scope of the ap 
pended claims. 
What we claim is: 
1. A Sealing device comprising a ball 

member cut out at one end thereof and hav 
ing an opening therethrough adjacent to the 
opposite end, extensions formed on said bar 
member adjacent to the said opposite end, a 
detachable member adapted to engage said 
extensions, and a key for locking said mem 
bers together. 

2. A Sealing device comprising a bal 
member cut out at one end thereof and hav 
ing a channel formed adjacent to said cut 
out, and having an opening near its opposite 
end, extensions formed on said bar member 
adjacent to said opening, a detachable mem 
ber formed with lugs adapted to engage said 
extensions and having a channel formed be 
tween said lugs adjacent to one end of said 
detachable member, a securing device in said 
cut out engaging said first mentioned chan 
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nel, and a second securing device in said 
Opening engaging said second mentioned 
channel, and a key adapted to lock said 
members together, whereby said securing de 
vices are fixed against movement. 

3. In combination with a meter having a 
door or face plate thereon, Securing devices 
positioned therethrough, a bar member hav 
ing a cut out at One end and an opening ad 
jacent to its opposite end each adapted to re 
ceive one of said securing devices and to lock 
the same against movement, means for ?ix 
ing said bar in position on Said Securing de 
vices, and for preventing the removal of Said 
bar without disclosing the said removal. 

In testimony whereof We affix our signa 
tures in the presence of two witnesses. 

FRANK J. MACKLN. 
CLARENCE HARBISON. 
FRANK W. TRIMMER. 

Witnesses: 
W. B. CoCKRELL, 
CHARLEs R. FRANKHAMI. 
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Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 


