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(57) Abstract: An accelerator operation device fitted to a handle bar (1) for steering, used to manually perform accelerating oper-
I~ ation and outputting its operation amount as electric signals. The device comprises an accelerator grip (10) supported on the outer
peripheral surface of the handle bar (1) so as to be rotated coaxially therewith and a sensor unit (20) having a rotor (21) for detection
supported on the outer peripheral surface of the handle bar (1) so as to be rotated coaxially therewith and to which the rotation of
@ the accelerator grip (10) is transmitted. Since the sensor unit (20) can be collectively disposed around the handle bar (1), the device
w={ can be reduced in size. Also, since the accelerator grip (10) and the rotor (21) are formed separately from each other to transmit a
R rotating force, the rotating accuracy of the rotor can be increased.
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L. I:I Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:l Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:I Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. 111 Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
This international application involves five inventions not fulfilling the
reguirement of unity of invention.
Main invention: "Claims 1, 2"
Second invention: "Claims 3-6"
Third invention: "Claim 7"
Fourth invention: "Claim 8"
Fifth invention: "Claims 9, 10"
(continued to extra sheet)

L |:| As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of
any additional fee.

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1, 2

Remark on Protest I:] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

The result of search on Claims 1 and 2 as the "first described invention
(main invention)" reveals that the technical feature in Claim 1 is not
novel gince it is disclosed, as a prior art, in Document JP 3079115 U
(Gato SHO), 10, August, 2001 (10.08.01), Par. Nos. [0010]-[0012], Figs.
1-3.

Accordingly, the technical feature in Claim 1 is not considered to
be a "gpecial technical feature" in the meaning of the second sentence
of PCT Rule 13.2.

Insofar as Claim 2 is compared with the prior art, the " (interim)
special technical feature" of the main invention is such that "one of
the recesged part and the projected part is formed at the axial end face
of theacceleratorgrip, andtheother of therecessedpart and theprojected
part fitted to one of the recessed part and the projected part is formed
on the rotor to transmit the rotation of the accelerator grip thereto".

On theother hand, insofaras Claims 3-6 (second invention) are compared
with the prior art, the " (interim) special technical feature" of the
second invention is such that "the sensor unit comprises the rotor having
permanent magnet pieces curved in a circular arc shape, the first stator
formedbybending soas tobe opposed to thepermanent magnets, thepermanent
magnetsg, the second stator formed by bending so as to be opposed to the
first stator, an armature forming a magnetic path, and a magnetic sensor
disposed between the first stator and the second stator and outputting
electric gignalg according to the direction of or a variation in magnetic
flux".

Insofar as Claim 7 (third invention) is compared with the prior art,
the " (interim) special technical feature" of the third invention is such
that "the wire led from the outside is connected to the rotor".

Insofar as Claim 8 (fourth invention) is compared with the prior art,
the " (interim) special technical feature" of the fourth invention is
such that "the return spring exerting an energizing force for returning
the rotor to the gspecified rest pogition is disposed on the handle bar".

Insofar as Claims 9 and 10 (fifth invention) are compared with the
priorart, the " (interim) special technical feature" of thefifthinvention
is such that "the two-split coverg connected oppositely to each other
so as to hold the handle bar is installed to cover the sensor unit, and
a connector part storing the terminal connected to the sensor unit is
formed at the cover".

It cannot be considered that a technical relation involving one or
more of the same or corresponding special technical features is present
among these main claim and second to fifth inventions.
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