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The present invention relates to crutches and more 
particularly relates to a crutch accessory comprising an 
article carrying bracket adapted for attachment to a. 
crutch. Specific aspects of the present invention relate 
to an article carrying bracket for attachment to a crutch 
of wide adaptability to various types of crutches and/or 
various types of articles to be carried. 
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detachable from and adjustable along the upright to a 
desired article carrying position. 
These and other objects of the present invention will be 

apparent from the following specific description of typical 
embodiments thereof, set forth by way of illustration and 
not limitation, wherein like numerals refer to like parts, 
and wherein: 

Figure 1 presents in perspective view a typical article 
carrying bracket according to the present invention, as 

0 sembled for attachment to a so-called "double-upright' 
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- Heretofore, persons finding it necessary to use crutches 
encountered considerable difficulty and fatigue in carry 
ing relatively bulky or heavy packages or similar articles, 
since use of both hands to grasp and manipulate the 
crutches is required and the carrying of an article as well 
in one hand interferes with normal movement of the 
crutches and proves burdensome to the user thereof. 
The present invention undertakes to provide an article 

carrying bracket adaptable for mounting on a variety of 
crutch types, which bracket is capable of supporting a 
package or other article in a stable manner, so that a 
package or other article to be carried by the crutch user 
can be supported directly by the crutch and may be car 
ried merely by the normal manipulation of the crutch 
without undue difficulty, fatigue, or interference with the 
intended function of the crutch. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
article carrying crutch bracket adapted for attachment to 
the upright of a crutch. A related object of the present 
invention is to provide an article carrying crutch bracket 
in-kit form having alternately used crutch contacting 
means to render said article carrying bracket adaptable 
for application to a variety of types of crutches. 
- A further object of the present invention is to provide 
an article carrying bracket for attachment to a crutch, 
wherein said bracket may be simply adapted to the carry 
ing of articles of various sizes, the bracket extending 
transversely from the crutch a relatively small dimension 
for carrying small dimension articles and for when the 
crutch bracket is not in use, and extending a relatively 
great transverse dimension from the crutch when carrying. 
articles of relatively large dimension. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
an article carrying bracket for attachment to a crutch, 
wherein two article engaging means, such as notches, are 
employed to provide stability to and minimize pendulum 
action of an article being carried occasioned by intermit 
tent movement of the crutch. 

It is an additional object of the present invention to pro 
vide, in combination with a crutch, an article carrying 
bracket permitting the user of the crutch to carry rela 
tively bulky and/or heavy articles with considerably less 
effort than would be necessary in the absence of such 
bracket. 

It is yet another object of the present invention to pro 
vide an article carrying bracket for attachment to a crutch, 
wherein said bracket is designed to be readily attached to 
and removed from such crutch rapidly and simply. 

It is an additional object of the present invention to pro 
vide an article carrying bracket for attachment to a crutch 
of the single-upright type, wherein said bracket is readily 
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type of crutch; 
Fig. 2 presents in side elevation view a segment of a 

double-upright crutch having the article carrying bracket 
attached thereto in relatively extended position, the major 
dimension of the bracket extending at right angles from 
the general plane of the crutch uprights; 

Fig. 3 illustrates in plan view the crutch segment and 
attached bracket illustrated in Fig. 2, such view being 
taken along line 3-3 of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a side elevation view of a double-upright 
crutch segment having the typical bracket shown in Fig 
ure 1 attached thereto, said side view of Fig. 4 being gen 
erally comparable to that of Fig. 2, but with the bracket 
re-positioned with respect to the crutch upright to have 
the major axis of the bracket arranged generally parallel 
to the crutch uprights and to provide article carrying 
means extending a small dimension from the general plane 
of the crutch upright; - 

Fig. 5 illustrates in perspective view a modified form 
of bracket also illustrative of the present invention, as 
adapted to and applied to a so-called "single-upright' type 
of crutch; and 

Fig. 6 illustrates in partial, perspective view one co 
operating half of the bracket illustrated in Fig. 5, show 
ing the interior detail of the single-upright crutch clamp 
ing block means thereof. 
- Turning to a more detailed consideration of a typical 
specific embodiment of the present invention, Figure 1 
presents in perspective view an article carrying bracket 
adapted for attachment to a double-upright type crutch, 
and comprising a pair of spaced support plates 10 and 11, 
respectively provided with article supporting notches or 
hooks 2 and 13 being arranged as a spaced pair at one 
extremity of the major axis of supporting plates 10 and 
11, and with article supporting notches or hooks 14 and 
15 being arranged as an article supporting pair at one ex 
tremity of the minor axis of said supporting plates 10 and 
11. Supporting plates 10 and 11 are maintained in spaced 
relation by suitable spacing elements, such as hollow rods 
16 and 17, and by bolts 18 and 9 respectively passing 
through spacers 16 and 17 as well as through holes pro 
vided in plates 10 and 11, said supporting plates 10 and 
11 being clamped against spacers 6 and 17 by coopera 
tion of said bolts 18 and 9 and wing nuts on the blind end 
of bolts 18 and 19, one of such wing nuts being shown in 
the view of Fig. 3 at 20. 
Opposed pairs of holes 21 and 22 in one instance, 23 

and 24 in a second instance, and 25 and 26 in the third 
instance are provided in supporting plates 10 and 11, and 
are arranged to co-operate with similarly spaced holes 
drilled in uprights 30 and 31 of a double-upright crutch, 
shown in segmented form in Figs. 2, 3, and 4, below the 
handle 32 of Said crutch. Such holes in uprights 30 and 
31 serve to mount the article carrying bracket on the 
crutch and are indicated at 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, and 38, the 
manner of alternative mounting of the bracket being in 
dicated with greater particularity hereinafter. 
The article carrying bracket illustrated in Fig. 1 is 

selectively and alternatively mounted between crutch up 
rights 30 and 31 in the respective positions thereof illus 
trated in Figs. 2 and 4. The relatively extended posi 
tion of the bracket as illustrated in Fig. 2 is with the 
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tlajor axis of the bracket extending or standing out 
at right angles from the crutch upright in a manner so 
that hooks 12 and 13 are spaced a substantial distance 
from uprights 30 and 31 so as to support and carry rela 
tively more bulky or heavier articles, while the position 
of the bracket illustrated in Fig. 4 is advantageous for 
use in carrying articles of relatively small dimension 
in that the notches 14 and 15 along the minor axis of 
the bracket are by such latter arrangement maintained 
in article supporting and carrying position while extend 
ing or standing out no more than necessary from the 
general line of the crutch uprights. The aforesaid selec 
tive positioning of the portion of the bracket illustrated 
in Fig. 1 in one or the other of the positions illustrated 
in Figs. 2 and 4 is accomplished by selection of two of 
the three pairs of holes in uprights 30 and 3 for mount 
ing of the bracket. In the relatively extended position 
shown in side view in Fig. 2 and in partial cross-section 
view in Fig. 3, bolts 39 and 40 are respectively passed 
through pairs of holes 33 and 34 on the one hand and 
35 and 36 on the other hand, and secured in position by 
means of wing nuts 41 and 42, respectively, suitable 
washers 43, 44, 45 and 46 being utilized as desired. It 
has been found advantageous to mount springs between 
support plates 10 and 11 and the adjacent facing sur 
faces of uprights 3) and 3 in order to center, stabilize, 
and prevent rattle of the bracket during use. Such 
springs have been adopted in the typical embodiment of 
the invention under consideration, and are shown in 
Fig. 3 at 47, 48, 49, and 50. 
While it will be apparent that two pairs of holes in 

uprights 30 and 31 would suffice for the mounting of the 
bracket comprising supporting plate 10 and 11 in either 
of the positions shown in Figs. 2 and 4, it has also been 
found advantageous to provide three pairs of mounting 
holes, as indicated, in said uprights 30 and 31, since 
the placement of bolt 40 through holes 35 and 36 is 
thereupon common to either such mounting, and shift 
from one indicated carrying position of the bracket to 
the other is accomplished merely by transfer of bolt 
39 from holes 33 and 34 to holes 37 and 38, the bracket 
thereby being transferred from the position illustrated in 
Fig. 2 to the position illustrated in Fig. 4. The facility 
of the re-positioning of the bracket from the more com 
pact position of Fig. 4 to the relatively extended position 
shown in Fig. 2 by re-transfer of bolt 39 to holes 33 
and 34 is equally apparent. 

It will be noted that either pair of article carrying 
notches 12 and 13 on the one hand and 14 and 15 on the 
other hand provides spaced supports for the article be 
ing supported and carried and, as a consequence of the 
spaced relation of each said pair, tends to minimize any 
pendulum action of the article which would be other 
wise occasioned by the intermittent movement of the 
crutch in use. Such spaced relation of the article carry 
ing support points is particlarly advantageous in carry 
ing articles such as a pail of water which would tend to 
spill if supported on the crutch at only a single point. 
When an article carrying crutch bracket comprising 

support plates 10 and 11 is in the carrying position illus 
trated in Fig. 4, i.e., with notches 14 and 5 in the article 
receiving position relatively adjacent the crutch uprights, 
any tendency for an article so carried to rub on the 
bracket, such as a briefcase, is effectively eliminated or 
minimized by sloping the exposed edges of plates 10 and 
11 downward toward the uprights. Such sloping edge 
portions of support plates 10 and 11 are respectively 
shown at 51 and 52 in the illustrated embodiments of the 
invention. 

Figs. 5 and 6 illustrate a modified form of the present 
invention, wherein spaced support plates 10 and 11 are 
respectively assembled with clamping blocks 55 and 56 
for attachment to a crutch of the shingle-upright type, 
stich crutch being shown in segmental form at 57. As 
shown in Fig. 5, the bracket comprising support plates 
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4. 
10 and 11 and clamping blocks 55 and 56 is assembled 
with blocks 55 and 56 in clamping engagement with 
crutch upright 57 by means of bolts 58, 59, and 60, each 
of said bolts 58, 59, and 60 cooperating with wing nuts 
(not shown) on the blind side of the bracket in the view 
in Fig. 5 to positively clamp and rigidly, though adjust 
ably, retain said bracket on said upright 57. As will be 
apparent, bolts 58, 59, and 60 may be the same as bolts 
18 and 19, utilized in the assembly of the embodiment 
of the invention illustrated in Figs. 1 and 3, said bolt 58 
being ciamped through the corresponding holes in Sup 
port plates 10 and 11 as accommodate bolt 18 in the 
arrangement in Fig. 1, and said bolts 59 and 60 respec 
tively passing through holes 23 and 24 in the instance 
of bolt 59, and holes 25 and 26 in the instance of bolt 
60. As shown in the partial view of Fig. 6, clamping 
blocks 55 and 56 are correspondingly provided with 
aligned holes to accommodate said bolts 58, 59, and 60, 
the three such respective holes in clamping block 56 
being indicated at 6, 62, and 63. Clamping blocks 
55 and 56 are also provided with recessed clamping sur 
faces 64 and 65 of semi-cylindrical contour, arranged at 
right angles with respect to each other along the facing 
surfaces of each of said clamping blocks 55 and 56 to 
enable this modified form of the bracket arrangement to 
be clamped to the crutch upright 57 with the major axis 
of the bracket assembly transverse to the axis of the 
crutch upright, and with article supporting notches 12 and 
13 in relatively extended position from crutch upright 
57, as shown in Fig. 5, by contacting said recessed sur 
faces 64 with said upright 57. Alternatively, the bracket 
assembly may be attached to crutch upright 57 by con 
tact of recessed surfaces 65 of clamping blocks 55 and 56 
therewith, to provide article carrying notches 14 and 15 
in an article carrying position relatively adjacent said 
crutch upright 57, as desired. 

In that the disclosed embodiments of the bracket of the 
present invention have certain elements in common, such 
as support plates 10 and 14 for example, it will be readily 
understood that the types of crutch bracket here presented 
are readily adaptable to being marketed in kit form, 
with alternatively used elements such as spacers 16 and 
17 and clamping blocks 55 and 56 included to permit 
optional adaptation by the user of article supporting 
plates 10 to 11 to either double-upright or single-upright 
types of crutches. 

In connection with the foregoing description of the 
invention and for a fuller understanding of the following 
claims, it will of course be recognized that crutches of 
the "double upright" type and of the “single upright" 
type are well known per se. Either of these types of 
crutches is identifiable as having an imaginary plane 
of reference passing through to the handle and the up 
right portions or upright portion of the crutch, as the 
case may be, and such term of reference has been adopt 
ed in certain of the following claims to form a basis for 
defining element arrangements characterizing the inven 
tion. 

Having particular regard to supporting plates 10 and 
11 and clamping blocks 55 and 56, it will be readily 
apparent that an article carrying crutch bracket accord 
ing to the present invention may be fabricated from a 
variety of materials, such as metal, plastic, or wood, as 
appropriate to achieve lightness in weight consistent with 
desired strength. For example, it has been found advan 
tageous to fabricate support plates 10 and 11 from a light 
metal such as aluminum, and to fabricate clamping blocks 
55 and 56 from wood or plastic. It will also be readily 
apparent that an opposed half of the bracket, such as is 
illustrated in Fig. 6, can be readily fabricated as a unitary 
article and be modified in external contour by known 
molding, casting, and/or machining practice. 

Other variations in arrangement and design will be 
apparent to those skilled in the art, within the scope of 
the following claims. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. In combination with a crutch having at least one 

upright portion longitudinally extending below the handle 
thereof, an article carrying bracket supported by said 
upright portion, said bracket including separated article 
receiving and supporting hooks for varying sized parts 
of the article, said hooks being mounted on separate arms 
extending in parallel relation and on the same side of 
said upright portion and disposed laterally of the lon 
gitudinal axis of the crutch and situated outwardly from 
and pointing in the same and upward direction. 

2. In combination with a crutch having at least one 
upright portion longitudinally extending below the han 
dle thereof, an article carrying bracket including spaced 
article supporting plates each provided at an extremity 
thereof with upwardly, openly directed hooks, and means 
attaching said spaced article supporting plates on said at 
least one upright portion with said article supporting 
plates spaced laterally from said at least one upright 
portion and with the respectively spaced hooks situated 
a substantial distance laterally from said at least one up 
right portion and being arranged as an article supporting 
pair pointing in the same and upward direction on the 
same side of said crutch. 

3. In combination with a crutch having at least one 
upright portion longitudinally extending below the han 
dle thereof, an article carrying bracket attached to said 
at least one upright portion and comprising laterally 
opposed article contacting and supporting plates each 
with an end portion having a configuration of a fixed 
hook, said supporting plates being mounted on said at 
least one upright portion by means positioning said end 
portions to offset the same laterally of said at least one 
upright portion, the respective hook end portions of said 
plates thereby being separated and outwardly spaced from 
said crutch upright portion on the same side of the crutch 
in providing stability to and minimizing the pendulum 
action of an article carried thereon as would otherwise 
be occasioned by intermittent movement of the crutch 
1. SC 

4. In combination with a crutch having at least one 
upright portion longitudinally extending below the han 
dle thereof, said at least one upright portion and said 
handle lying in an imaginary plane of reference, an arti 
cle carrying bracket supported by said at least one crutch 
upright portion, said article carrying bracket including a 
pair of article supporting hooks, means anchoring said 
pair of article supporting hooks with respect to said at 
least one upright crutch portion with said supporting 
hooks spaced substantially away from said imaginary 
plane of reference and with said hooks separated Substan 
tially in a direction generally parallel to said imaginary 
plane of reference, said article supporting hooks both 
being on the same side of said imaginary plane of refer 
ence and directed away therefrom and pointing upwardly. 

5. In combination with a crutch having a single up 
right portion extending below the handle thereof, said 
single upright portion and said handle lying in an im 
aginary plane of reference, an article carrying bracket 
supported by said single upright portion, said article 
carrying bracket including a pair of article Supporting 
registering hooks laterally spaced with respect to said 
upright support and pointing in the same and upward 
direction, means anchoring said pair of article Supporting 
hooks with respect to said single upright crutch portion 
with said supporting hooks spaced substantially away 
from said imaginary plane of reference and with said 
hooks separated substantially in a direction generally 
parallel to said imaginary plane of reference, said article 
supporting hooks both being on the same side of Said 
imaginary plane of reference and directed away therefrom. 

6. In combination with a crutch having double upright 
portions extending below the handle thereof, said double 
upright portions and said handle lying in an imaginary 
plane of reference, an article carrying bracket supported 
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6 
by said double upright portions, said article carrying 
bracket including a pair of article supporting hooks, means 
anchoring said pair of article supporting hooks with re 
spect to said double upright crutch portions with said 
hooks spaced substantially away from said imaginary 
plane of reference and with said hooks separated sub 
stantially in direction generally parallel to said imag 
inary plane of reference, said article supporting hooks 
both being on the same side of said imaginary plane of 
reference and directed away therefrom. 

7. In combination with a crutch having at least one 
upright portion longitudinally extending below the han 
dle thereof, an article carrying bracket supported by said 
at least one upright portion, said bracket comprising 
spaced, laterally extending parallel plates each integrally 
provided at an extremity thereof with an article support 
ing hook, and means for offset mounting said spaced 
parallel plates on said at least one upright portion with 
said plates lying adjacent to the sides of said at least one 
upright portion and with said supporting hooks spaced 
substantially from each other on the same side of said 
crutch upright portion and spaced substantially away 
from said crutch upright portion. 

8. The combination defined in claim 7, wherein said 
crutch is of the single-upright type and said means for 
offset mounting said spaced parallel plates thereon in 
cludes clamping blocks gripping such single-upright por 
tion along opposed inwardly facing surfaces of said 
clamping blocks, and means mounting said parallel plates 
on the outwardly facing surfaces of said blocks. 

9. The combination defined in claim 7, wherein said 
crutch is of the double-upright type and said means for 
offset mounting said spaced parallel plates includes bolts 
extending through said parallel plates and through both 
the upright portions of the crutch. 

10. The combination defined in claim 9, wherein said 
bolts have arranged therewith a first spring means situ 
ated between one of said spaced parallel plates and the 
facing portion of one of said crutch upright portions and 
a second spring means situated between the other of said 
spaced parallel plates and the facing, portion of the other 
of said crutch upright portions in centering, stabilizing 
and preventing rattle of the article carrying bracket in use. 

11. In combination with a crutch having at least one 
upright portion extending below the handle thereof, said 
at least one upright portion and said handle lying in an 
imaginary plane of reference, an article carrying bracket 
comprising spaced plates each having a major dimension 
and a minor dimension aside from the thickness dimen 
sion thereof, each of said spaced plates being provided 
with a notched, hook shaped edge adjacent to one ex 
tremity of the said major dimension thereof said hooks 
of said plates registering with each other and pointing 
in the same direction and upwardly, said bracket further 
comprising means mounting said plates in a spaced man 
ner with respect to said at least one crutch upright portion 
with the said major dimension of each said plates extend 
ing perpendicularly through said imaginary plane of 
reference and with the said hook shaped edges spaced 
substantially away from said plane of reference on one 
side thereof and separated substantially from each other in 
a direction parallel to said imaginary plane of reference. 

12. In combination with a crutch having at least one 
upright portion extending below the handle thereof, said 
at least one upright portion and said handle lying in an 
imaginary plane of reference, an article carrying bracket 
comprising spaced plates each having a major dimension 
and a minor dimension aside from the thickness dimen 
sion thereof, each of said spaced plates being provided 
with a notched, hook shaped edge adjacent to one ex 
tremity of the said minor dimension thereof said hooks 
of said plates registering with each other and pointing 
in the same direction and upwardly, said bracket further 
comprising means mounting said plates in a spaced man 
ner with respect to said at least one crutch upright por 
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tion with the said minor dimension of each said plates 
extending perpendicularly through said ii)naginary plane 
of reference and with the said heok shaped edges spaced 
substantially away from said plane of reference on orie 
side thereof and separated substantially from each other 
in a direction parallel to said imaginary piane of reference. 

13. A crutch articie carrying bracket comprising spaced 
apart separate parallel plates, having major and minor 
dimensions; means mounting said plates into an integral 
unit; and article carrying like disposed and like register 
ing hooks in one end portion of said plates opening up 

the crutch, said lateral spaced plates providing stability 
to and minimizing the swinging action of an article car 
ried thereon otherwise resulting from intermittent move 
ment of the crutch in use. 

14. A crutch article carrying bracket comprising later 
aily spaced apart separate parallel plates, having major 
and minor dimensions; means mounting said plates into 
an integral unit; and article carrying pairs of like hooks, 
the hooks of each pair being like disposed and like regis 
tering in each end portion of said plates opening upwardly 
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in carrying operative position. when mounted on the 
cfitch, said opening of the pairs of hooks being disposed 
at 90 to each other, said lateral spaced plates providing 
stability to and minimizing the Swinging action of an 
article carried thereon otherwise restriting from intermit 
tent movement of the crutch in use. 
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