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My invention aims to provide a novel arti-
cle of footwear in’the shape of a universal
sandal, that is to say, a sandal that is elastic
throughout and adapted by reason of its elas-
5 ticity to be applied to and to fit a shoe of any
size, width and shape. My invention also
contemplates a sandal that is so soft and col-
lapsible as to make possible its collapse or
folding into a form and of such dimensions as
to permit a pair to be conveniently carried
in'a small bag or even a purse.

In the accompanying drawings I have illus-
trated a sandal embodying my invention.

Referring to the drawings:—

Fig. 1 shows the sandal in perspective;

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the sole; and

Fig. 3 is a view illustrating the capacity of
the sandal shown for compact folding for
carriage when not in use. o

Referring to the drawings, the illustrative
sandal comprises a forepart sole 1 from which
rise the low sides 2, the.toe or tip portion 3,
and the waist portion 4, the latter merging
into or having attached to it the strap por-
tions 5 provided at their extremities with
suitable fastening means shown as a conven-
tional ball and socket fastener 6, the socket
member of which alone appears in full lines.

My improved sandal is made of elastic rub-
ber or suitable material throughout; that is
to say, in every part, including the sole, waist
and strap portions particularly, but not ex-
clusively, the material of the sandal has
marked capacity for stretchability or con-
formability.

My sandal will be molded or made up in
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the first instance of desired shape and of a size -

and width to fit snugly the smallest article
of footwear to which it is contemplated the

40 sandal shall be fitted, but, by reason of its
_ elasticity, the sandal is universal in the sense
that it may be readily stretched for applica-

. tion to a shoe or article of footwear of any
size, width or shape, and the elastic straps 5

5 by reason of their capacity to stretch may be
drawn across an instep of any height and
stretched sufficiently to render the ends of the
straps easily engaged and fastened by finger

~ manipulation so as to hold the sandal firmly
60

in position upon the shoe and to draw the rear

1929. Serial No. 374,801.

margin 7 tightly against the rear end of the
forepart or the forward end of the shank of - -
the shoe to prevent entrance of water or mois-
ture in that vicinity to work between the shoe
and the sandal. The tight fit of the sandal
‘around the waist of the foot also _serves to
hold the sandal well-up on the sides of the
forepart of the shoe and firmly in position
upon the shoe while the wearer is walking
or while the shoe is being flexed or deformed
under any conditions whatsoever.

The elastic straps 5, it will be observed, are
of substantially equal length whereby the
fastening 6 is brought to a central position,
an important advantage being that applying
‘the sandal to the wearer by drawing the two
strap ends forward about and over the ankle,
exerts a light draft upon the two sides of the
sandal, closing the latter in, upon and about
the shank and instep portion of the shoe and
ankle, thus to avoid any tendency to twist the’
thin sandal upon the shoe.

In the preferred form of my invention .
shown in the drawings, the sandal proper
comprises but two blanks of rubber secured
marginally as shown, these two parts consist-
ing respectively, of the fore-sole 1, and the
upper comprising the shoe upper embracing
side walls 2, the toe cap 3, the instep embrac- .
ing body portion 4, and the strap portions
forming extensions of the side walls 2 and
instep embracing body 4, to which the com-
plementary parts of the conventional fas-
tener 6 are secured in any known manner pre-
venting their pulling out of the rubber. Re-
inforcement of the edges of the upper is
preferably provided by folding over and se-
curing said edges as shown in Fig. 1, which
shows thé edges of the upper folded inward-
ly to form the reinforced elastic margin 7
extending continuously about the entire edge
of the upper including the elastic straps.

This preferred construction of the sandal
not only contributes to the cheapness and
facility 'of manufacture, but produces a san-
dal having a reinforced edge preventing tear-
ing under tension, 2 reinforced lap-rib ex-
tending longitudinally of the underside of
the instep embracing portion 4, and double
thickness walls at the juncture of the sole 1 100
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with the upper, where the walls, being

-stretched over the edge of the sole of the shoe,

are most subject to wear, so that it addition-
ally produces a sandal having assembly-pro-
vided reinforcing areas where most needed
to provide for wear and for a snug fit of the
sandal. In-building the sandal according to
this preferred embodiment the securing of
the lapped and folded edges may of course
be effected in any conventional manner, as
by cementing, vulcanizing or the like. It
will be observed that the fore-sole 1 overlaps
the upper-blank substantially where the in-
step embracing body portion of the sandal
adjoins the sole portion thereof, and that this
portion, which is overlapped to a greater ex-
tent than the marginal edges where the sole
is attached to the shoe upper embracing side
walls 2, preferably has its greatest overlap
at the center portion of the underside of the
instep embracing body portion. This con-
struction acts with the intra-joining lap
seam of the upper-blank to reinforce the san-
dal at the point of triple connection of the
blank both against tearing strain and wear.

In its simplest form the sandal is particu-

larly useful as an emergency article of foot-

wear rather than for extended wear, hence
for convenience and comformability as well
as stretchability the sole 1 is made as a con-

tinuous, thin sheet of rubber ample for pro-"

tection of the sole of the shoe to which it is
applied against moisture, but, if desired, the
sandal sole 1 may be provided at its outer
face with one or more wear portions 8, shown
best in Fig. 2, of desired thickness, shape and
distribution, but in all instances so disposed
as not to interfere with the essential stretch-
ability of the sole for the purposes men-
tioned. '

I am aware that sandals of the general
shape of that herein illustrated have been
provided, but so far as known to me they
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Having destribed one embodiment of mj
‘invention, what I claim is:—

An all elastic sandal of the class described

comprising two marginally secured blanks,
one constituting a fore-sole member, and the
second comprising a toe cap, shoe upper em-
bracing side walls, an instep embracing body
portion and’ elastic strap portions forming
extensions of the side walls and instep em-
bracing body, said second blank being intra-

joined by a lap-seam at the under side of its
instep embracing body portion, and said first

blank being joined to said intra-lapped sec-
ond blank by a continuous lap-seam thereof
of greater overlap at the underside of said
instep embraciug body portion than around
said shoe upper embracing side walls, said
overlap at the underside of said instep em-
bracing body portion being greatest at said
intra-joined " lap-seam, thus strengthening
said sandal with assembly-produced rein-
forcing areas marginally of the sole and at
the underside of the instep embracing por-
tion thereof. X

In testimony whercof, I have signed my
name to this specification. ‘ .
WALTER J. BENNETT.

have been provided with the customary lin- -

ings with which rubber footwear is ordinar-
ily provided and which do not permit of that
degree of elasticity, flexibility and stretch-
ability that is essential to a sandal of my in-
vention. Such sandals of the prior art are
required to be made in different sizes to fit
different sizes or widths of footwear, where-
as a sandal of my invention may be made
upon a production basis of a single minimum
size, and by reason of its inherent elasticity
throughout may be sold at a’ minimum price
for-application to shoes or articles of foot-
wear of any desired size; width and shape.
By reason of these qualities of universal
elasticity and conformability which are com-
monly associated with a sandal of extreme
thinness throughout the latter, the sandal
may be folded, for example, as illustrated in
Fig. 8, to dimensions that will permit it to be

‘carried in a purse or small hand-bag.
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