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(57) Abstract: Provided is a wafer polishing method that is
practical and can reduce wafer loss due to dummy polishing
and stabilize to a low level the number of light point defects
(LPD) ot a wafer for a product. This wafer polishing meth-
od has a polishing process for polishing the surtace of a
wafer (104) by bringing the wafer (104) into contact with a
polishing cloth (112) provided on the surface of a surface
plate (110) and rotating the surface plate (110) and the
water (104). The polishing process is carried out multiple
times using the same polishing cloth (112). At such time,
the contact angle of the polishing cloth (112) is measured,
and on the basis of that measurement value, the time at
which to switch from an initial polishing step (dummy pol-
ishing) to a main polishing step is determined.
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