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Document 1: WO 2007/083756 Al (Osaka Industrial Promotion
Organization), 26 July 2007 (26.07.2007), paragraphs [0030], [0055],
[0079]

Document 2: JP 2000-338017 A (Canon Inc.), 08 December 2000
(08.12.2000), paragraphs [0008] to [0010]

The inventions described in claims 1 and 2 and the inventions described
inclaims 3-15 share a common technical feature “a liquidmedium comprising
athin-film-likeorwebbing-film-likeionicliquid” isplaced“ona sample”
in an apparatus and a method each using an electron microscope.

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make acontributionoverthepricrartinthe light of the contentsdisclosed
in the documents 1 and 2.

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between these inventions.

Accordingly, the following two inventions (invention groups) are
involved in claims.

(Invention 1) the inventions of claims 1 and 2

An observation specimen for an electron microscopic method,
“comprising a sample and a liquid medium comprising a thin-film-like
or webbing-film-like ionic liquid and placed on the sample”, wherein
“the thickness of a part on which the liquid medium comprising the ionic
ligquid is applied corresponds to 1 to 100 monolayers inclusive wherein
1 monolayer is defined as the thickness of a monomolecular layer of the
ionic liquid”.

(Invention 2) the inventions of claims 3-15

“An electron microscopic method, an electron microscope, or an
observation specimen production apparatus, wherein the thickness of a
ligquid medium comprising an ionic liquid is measured”.
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