
V 

T, J. YATES & P. R. PETERSON. 
| . i CLOTHES DRIER. 

APPLI0ATION FILED AUG, 18, 1909, 

972,590. w Patented 0ct, 11, 1910. 

TMe Norris Prtres Co., WASAFNgron, P. G. 

  

  



10 

UNITED STATES PATENTOFFICE. 
THOMAS J. YATES AND PETER. R. PETERSON, of SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH. 

CLOTHES-ORIER. 

972,590. 

To all whom it may concern.: 
Beit known that We, THOMAs J. YATEs 

and PETER. R. PETERSON, citizens of the 
United States, residing at Salt Lake City, in 
the county of Salt Lake and State of Utah, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Clothes-Driers, of which the 
following is a specification. 
Our invention relates to improvements in 

clothes driers, and the leading object of our 
invention is the provision of a device of this 
character which will when extended present 
a large drying Surface and which when not 

i in. use can be quickly folded into wery Small 
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compaSS. 
Another object of this invention is the pro 

vision of a cheap, durable clothesdrier of the 
highesteficiemcy which canbe manufactured 

50 low a price as to be within the reach of 
Ell. 

With these and other objects in view, our 
invention consists in the nowel features of 
construction and combination and arrange 
ment of parts for Service substantially as de 
Scribed and as illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawings, which show a clothesdrier 
constructed in accordance with and embody 
ing the principles of our invention. 

Figure 1, is a side elevation of our drier 
in extended position. Fig. 2, is a similar 
view with the device closed or folded, and 
Fig. 3, is a view of the device as shown in 
Fig. 2, looking at the device from above. 
Fig. 4 represents a perspective view of the 
base of our device, ilustrating the means 
for locking the rack in open position, the 
side bars being broken away and the upper 
portion of the device removed to permit the 
base to be seen more clearly. 

In the drawings: the numeral 1 desig 
nates the piwoted side members or rods 
which are piwoted together intermediate 
their length by the pins orbolts 2, while the 
ends of the warious pairs of rods are piw 
otally joined by the pins 3, the whole form 
ing a lazy tongs device. To connect the two 
sets of Side members and hold them in 
spaced relation, we employ the bars 4, hay 
ing their ends bent at right angles to the 
body of the bar and Secured in place by the 
pins 3, which pass through openings in Said 
angular ends. 
At opposite points at intervals on the bars 

4 are provided pairs of openings through 
which are passed the clothes supporting 
arms or rods 5, one of the rods 5 being Se 
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cured in and the other having sliding en 
gagement in the pair of openings in each 
bar, the rods being suitably Secured al 
ternately in the opposite bars. The bars 4, 
at the lowerend of the device are not pro 
yided with these arms, but serve merely to 
brace the lower end thereof and the locking 
and Supporting means. Said locking means 
comprises a long lever 6 and a short lever 7 
pivoted to the end of each of the bottom side 
members, the free end of the short lever on 
one side rod being piwoted to the free end 
of the long lever on the other side rod. 
From the foregoing description the con 

struction and operation of our device Will 
be readily understood. When it is desired 
to use the drier, the device is raised, and as 
it is vertically extended, the lazy tongs 
movement of the side members causes the 
bars 4 to approach each other and the rods 
5 slide through the openings therein and re 
main in horizontal extended position, as 
will be seen by reference to Fig. 1. At the 
same time the leyers 6, as the bars 4 ap 
proach, having the motion of their outer 
ends limited by connection with the levers 
7, are forced to move in an arc until they 
reach the position Seen in Fig. 1, their fur 
ther movement being prewented by the con 
tact of the inner lever om each side With the 
lowest bars 4, and the Weight of the device 
bearing against the lowerends of Saidlevers, 
locks them and thus the device in extended 
position, thus providing a Solid, firm base as 
will be readily seen by reference to Fig. 1. 
We claim: 
1. In a clothes drier of the lazy tongs 

type, the combination with the side rods in 
termediately pivotally Secured in pairs, the 
ends of each pair being pivotally connected 
to the adjacent pair, there being a similar 
set on each side of the device, of connections 
between the members on opposite sides se 
cured to the piwotal connections of the ad 
jacent pairs of side members, Said Connec 
tions having openings formed therein, and 
clothes supporting means passed through 
said openings and alternately Secured to 
and haying. sliding engagement with Said 
connections. 

2. The combination with a pair of rods 
pivotally Secured togetherintermediate their 
length a similar pair of rods spaced from 
Said first named pair, of means pivotally 
connected to the ends of the rods of one pair 
and to the ends of the rods of the other pair, 
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and clothes supporting means Secured to cer 
tain connecting means and loosely Supported 
by the others. 

3. In a device of the character described, 
the combination with the sides composed of 
spaced pairs of piwoted rods, a pair of links 
of unequal length piwotally Secured to the 
lower end of each of the rods, the long link 
of each pair having its free end pivotally 
secured to the short link of the other pair 
on each side, and means connecting the rods 
of one pair with the rods of the other pair, 
said means being adapted to contact with a 
link of one pair on each side of the device 
whereby the downward collapse of the other 
pair of links on each side of the device is 
prewented and a firm but foldable base is 
formed for both sides of the device. 

4. In a device of the character described, 
the combination of side members, each of 
Said members being composed of a pair of 
intermediately piwoted bars, of plates con 
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necting the corresponding ends of the bars 
of one side member with bars of the other 
side member, clothes supporting means se 
cured to the top connecting plates Said 
supports extending across the device when 
open, a pair of links of unequal length 
pivotally Secured to the lower end of each 
of the bars, the free end of the longer link 
being Secured to the free end of the shorter 
link carried by the other bar of the side 
member, and one of the longerlinks on each 
side being So disposed as to contactwith one 
of the bottom plates to limit the movement 
of the links. 
In testimony whereof we afix our signa 

tures, in presence of two witnesses. 
THOMAS J. YATES. 
PETER. R. PETERSON. 

Witnesses: 
J. LEO FAIRBANKs, 
W. B. PASSEY. 
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