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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
STEPHEN A. MARKER, OF INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA. 

MPROVEMENT IN HARNESS-PADS. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 144, S53, dated November 25, 1873; application filed 
m October 2, 1873. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, STEPHEN A. MARKER, 

of Indianapolis, in the county of Marion and 
State of Indiana, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Skirt-Fastenings 
for Coach-Pads or Harness-Saddles, &c.; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
Such as will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it pertains to make and use it, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings which 
form part of this specification, and in which 

Figure 1 is a top view of that portion of a 
harness-plate to which the skirt is attached 
with my improvement. Fig. 2 is a view of the 
under side of that portion of the skirt which 
engages with the plate provided with my im 
proved fastening. Fig. 3 is a transverse sec 
tion of the harness-pad, plate, and skirt, after 
the line at a, showing the mode of attachment; 
and Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the brace 
used in my improved fastening. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in all the figures. 
Myinvention relates to an improved method 

of fastening the skirt of a harness-saddle or 
coach-pad to the plate of such saddle or pad, 
so that it will be kept securely in place while, 
at the same time, it may be readily detached 
Or attached. 
By reference to the drawing, it will be seen 

that the plate, Fig.1, is provided with a tongue, 
A, which projects below the opening B in the 
body of the plate, between the two flanged 
ends C and C of the plate. On the under side 
of the plate is the pad, secured to it by rivets 
at a. a, in the usual manner, and provided with 
the nut b, into which engages the pad-screw c, 
shown in Fig. 3. A portion of the upper side 
of this pad, with the nut, may be seen through 
the opening B in the plate, in Fig. 1, in which 
the skirt has been removed, so as to show the 
construction of the plate. D, Figs. 2 and 3, 
is the brace, shown in perspective and detached 
from the skirt in Fig. 4. This brace is a piece 
of metal, having a raised middle, d, perforated 
by the hole e, the two shouldersff, and two 
corresponding flanges, gg. It is attached to 

the under side of the skirt by means of a rivet, 
h, passing through the hole e and through the 
skirt under the housing E, or in any other 
Suitable manner. 
The mode of attaching the skirt to the plate 

will be readily understood from Fig. 3. The 
projecting flanges of the brace D are shoved 
up under the flanged ends C C of the plate, and 
between the under side of the plate and upper 
side of the pad, in such a manner that the 
raised shouldersff of the brace D will pass 
in, one on each side of the tongue A. The 
raised middle d of the brace D, which is fast 
ened to the under side of the skirt, will thus 
come over the tongue A, the shouldersff, in 
combination with the flanged ends C C of the 
plate, preventing it, and of course the skirt, 
from moving sidewise, while the flanges g g 
of the brace D, in combination with the flanged 
ends C C of the plate, prevent it or the skirt 
from moving upward from the plate. 
The pad-screw c serves to prevent the skirt 

from slipping down, by which the fastening 
Would become disengaged. After the brace 
D has been made to engage with the flanged 
ends of the plate, as described, it is shoved 
up until the hole i in the skirt comes just op 
posite the corresponding hole in the nut b, 
which latter is secured in the pad or tree 
under the plate. The pad-screw c is then in 
serted and screwed home, in the usual man 
ner, and the fastening is complete. To undo 
or loosen the fastening this process is simply 
reversed. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 

and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
1. The herein-described device for fastening 

the skirt to harness-saddles or coach-pads, con 
sisting of a plate having the opening B, tongue 
A, and flanged ends C C, in combination with 
a brace, D, securely attached to the under side 
of the skirt, and having raised shouldersff 
and flanges gg, which engage with the flanges 
CC and tongue A, substantially as and for the 
purpose set forth. 

2. A pad-plate for harness-saddles or coach 
pads, constructed with the tongue A and 
flanged ends C C, with or without the open 
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ing B, the said opening being (ut in the plate constructed, arranged, and operating substan 
to make room for the skirt, and secure it more tially as and for the purpose set forth. 
effectually to the pad, substantially as and In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 
for the purpose set forth. have hereunto set my hand this 26th day of 

3. a harness EE plate, EE September, 1873. in or accommodating the skirt, and fast 
i. it more securely aia directly to the pad, STEPHEN A MARKER. 
as set forth and described. Witnesses: 

4. The brace D, consisting of a raised mid- DANIEL SELi ERs, 
dle, d, the shouldersff, and flanges g g', when F. M. RATTLER, 

  


